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Sophomore Testing Calendar for 2019-2020 
 

PSAT  
The PSAT is given on Wednesday, Oct 16, or on Saturday, Oct 19 (depending on which date your school selects). Consider 
prepping for the sophomore PSAT in the summer and/or early fall; we can prepare you in private or small-group lessons. 

 
ACT 
Colleges treat the SAT and ACT exactly the same. Since ACT scores can be permanently erased from your record, and 
fewer colleges ask for every one of your ACT scores than ask for every one of your SAT scores, take the ACT at the end of 
the school year or in the summer after sophomore year. Here are all this year’s test dates and deadlines1 for your 
reference: 

 

 
ACT  

Test Date 
 

 
Registration 
 Deadline1 

 

 
Late  

Deadline 
 

 
Score 

Release Date 
 

Sept 14, 2019 Aug 16, 2019 Aug 30, 2019 

Scores are 
released starting  

about 10 days 
after the test 

date  

Oct 26, 2019 Sept 20, 2019 Oct 4, 2019 

Dec 14, 2019* Nov 8, 2019 Nov 22, 2019 

Feb 8, 2020 Jan 10, 2020 Jan 17, 2020 

Apr 4, 2020* Feb 28, 2020 Mar 13, 2020 

Jun 13, 2020* May 8, 2020 May 22, 2020 

Jul 18, 2020 Jun 19, 2020 Jun 26, 2020 

 
* Test Information Release (TIR) is available in Dec, April, and June. For Sunday and multiple-day testing, TIR is 
available only in April. By registering for TIR, you receive a list of your answers, a copy of the test, and the 
answer key. (If you took the Writing Test, you will also receive a copy of the writing prompt, the scoring rubric, 
and the scores assigned to your essay by two scorers.) You will also receive information about ordering a copy of 
your answer sheet (including your essay if you took the Writing Test).  
 

 You can take the ACT again as a junior and even as a senior if you need a higher score. 
 
Even though the ACT is more of a risk-free test than the SAT (because you can remove ACT scores from your 
permanent record), you should still prepare by working with a professional tutor and completing quite a few full-
length actual tests. Your time commitment depends on your score goal. We can provide you with private or small-
group lessons for any test date, and even a week-long ACT cram for the June test. 
 

                                                 
1 Test registration deadline — Always register for an ACT well in advance of the published registration deadline date to help ensure 
that you’ll take the test in the most convenient location for you. 
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SAT  
Take the SAT, either to compare it to your ACT experience (then pick the better test on which to focus for your junior 
year), or because you already know the SAT is a better test for you. However, if you know ACT is your test, you can skip 
the SAT entirely, unless you’re aiming for National Merit recognition (SAT is required for National Merit).  
 
If you decide to take the SAT, do so after the end of your sophomore year – in August – but only if you have all summer 
to prepare and you’ve already taken Algebra 2. Otherwise wait until you’re a junior. Here are all the test dates for your 
reference, with deadlines2 approximately 18 days before the test date: 

 

 
SAT Test Dates 

for 
 Junior Year 

 

August 29, 2020 

October 3, 2020* 

November 7, 2020 

December 5, 2020 

March 13, 2021* 

May 8, 2021* 

June 5, 2021 

 *The Question and Answer Service for the SAT is available in Oct, Mar, and May; for Sunday testing and 
tests taken with school-based accommodations, the Question and Answer Service is available only in 
May. By registering for QAS, you’ll get online access to the questions on your test. You’ll also receive a 
list of your answers and the correct answers. 

 
 If you take the SAT in August before your junior year, and you need a higher score, you can take it again, perhaps 

once or twice, most likely during second semester after you’ve received your junior PSAT scores. You can re-test in 
August, Oct, and/or Nov of your senior year (early enough to be considered for Early Decision — but double-check 
with colleges about November), or in December of your senior if you need an even higher score. 
 
Regardless of when you take the SAT, seriously prepare for it with a professional tutor and complete the eight actual 
tests published by College Board — as well as other released tests to which your tutor has access. Many colleges 
superscore the SAT, asking for all your SAT scores if you’re reporting SAT rather than ACT. And even though college 
admission officers use your best individual scores in Reading/Writing, Math, and Essay, they still see all your other 
scores, and lower scores can have a negative impact on admissions. 

  

                                                 
2 Test registration deadline — Always register for an SAT well in advance of the published registration deadline date to help ensure 
that you’ll take the test in the most convenient location for you. 
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SAT & ACT Essay 
Not all colleges require the optional SAT and ACT essay. Florida’s twelve state universities don’t; in fact, the vast majority 
of colleges don’t require it. I’ve attached a current list of colleges that require or recommend the optional essay. 
However, colleges’ preferences have changed quite a bit in the last few years, and continue to change. So it’s always 
best to check directly with colleges to determine if you need to register for the SAT or ACT with or without essay. If 
you’re not sure yet where you’ll be applying, then review the attached list to determine if you’re likely to apply to any 
college that requires or recommends the essay.  
 
SAT Subject Tests 
o Take them only if you think you’ll be applying to colleges that require or recommend them, or if you know you can 

get a high score. (List attached, but double-check with colleges you’re considering, as testing requirements have 
been changing.) 

o Colleges that require or recommend them typically ask for two tests, and a few ask for three. Successful students 
often take more than three tests over the course of their sophomore, junior, and senior years. You can take up to 
three of these one-hour tests on one test date. You may not take on the same test day both the SAT and the Subject 
Tests – it’s always one or the other. 

o Take these tests shortly after taking an AP, IB, or AICE exam (but never on the same day you take an SAT). 

o You need to prep professionally for them, as their content doesn’t completely overlap with AP, IB, or AICE exams. 
Depending on the test, most students prep intensely in the four weeks following an AP/IB/AICE exam or less 
intensely for the 6-10 weeks leading up to the Subject Tests. 

o The most popular Subject Tests for sophomores to take are: 

 Math Level 1 or 2, if you’ve just finished Pre-calculus with an A (Math Level 2 is preferred by more competitive 
colleges) 

 World History 
 Science (if you’ve just finished AP Bio, AP Chem, or AP Physics – and earned an A) 

 
 
Test Registration 
o SAT: www.collegeboard.org 

o ACT: www.actstudent.org 
 
 
 

We hope you’ll consider doing your test-prep with Score At The Top –  
we’ve got 35+ years’ experience helping students score at the top of their potential: 

Small group workshops 
Private test prep 

Prep with a friend 
We’ll even come to your home if you can’t get to us! 

 
 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
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Removing SAT & ACT scores from your Palm Beach County public high school transcript 
When you’re ready to apply to college next fall, you may want to remove some or all your SAT, ACT, and Subject Test 
scores from your transcript so colleges won’t see the ones you’re legitimately not sending to them. Scores on your high 
school transcript are not considered “official” scores — only scores sent from the testing agency directly to colleges are 
considered official; you still must send colleges an official score report from the testing agency. To have scores removed, 
a parent (unless the student is 18) must put the request in writing, addressed to the school counselor, about which 
specific tests and dates are to be removed. The counselor then sends the request to the School District office.  If your 
counselor will not do this, then you can fax the request directly to the District office: 

Attention: Eunice Greenfield 
561-969-5815 (fax) 

 
SAT & ACT scores are no longer included on Broward County public high school transcripts. 
 
Permanently removing an unwanted ACT score from your ACT record 
Many students are surprised to learn that they have the right to do this. From the ACT’s perspective, students own their 
scores, and may send the scores or delete them as they please, as long as those tests were not used to document 
participation in State and District Testing. Weeks or months or years after receiving an ACT score that falls below a 
student’s expectations, that student has the right to delete that testing record from their portfolio of ACT tests.  
 
The process is straightforward, outlined in the ACT’s help section. Under the question “How do I delete a test date 
record?” the instructions are very clear: To delete your scores for a particular test date, you must submit a written 
request. Provide ACT with your name and home address, and they will mail you a form to complete and return. ACT will 
then permanently remove your record for that test date from their files. All scores from that test date will be deleted. 
 
    Write to: ACT Institutional Services 

 P.O. Box 168 
 Iowa City, IA 52243-0168 

  
The only tricky part comes if you have taken advantage of the four free college reports and then wish to cancel the 
scores for that particular test. If you decided on test day to report your scores to various colleges, and then wanted to 
cancel them without sending, you would need to submit a request on the Thursday after the Saturday test. This option 
would preclude the opportunity to see the scores before deciding whether or not to send them to colleges. In other 
words, the option to delete your test scores after receiving them needs to happen before you put in the order to send 
colleges your scores. 
 
Permanently removing an unwanted SAT score from your College Board record 
The College Board is not nearly as generous as ACT with students’ score choices. If you want to cancel an SAT score, the 
clock is ticking from the moment you finish your test on the test day. Unlike the ACT, you must cancel your SAT before 
you can see the scores and by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on the Thursday after your test date. The College Board policy is 
spelled out in detail on its Canceling Scores web page. 
 
 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/help.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/canceling-scores

