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SAT SUBJECT TESTS REQUIRED FOR SOME OR ALL APPLICANTS 
2020-2021 

 
These lists were compiled on July 30, 2020 

Because colleges can change their admission testing requirements during the school year,  
it’s important that you double-check these requirements with each college to which you are applying. 

 
Some of the following policies are temporary – as a result of Covid-19’s impact on standardized testing. 

 

 

REQUIRED FOR ALL APPLICANTS 

The following schools require Subject Tests from all 
applicants, regardless of what other standardized 
testing results are shared: 

 University of Puerto Rico Bayamon & Mayaguez 
(may take Prueba de Aptitud Academica [in 
Spanish] in lieu of both SAT and Subject Tests) 

 

The following schools require Subject Tests from all 
applicants from the United States, unless the student 
selects to “substitute” AP or IB exam results for the 
corresponding Subject Test: 

 University of Toronto (ON) 

 L’ecole Hoteliere de Lausanne (Switzerland) 

 King’s College of London (United Kingdom) 
 

The following school requires Subject Tests from all 
applicants from the United States if they submit an 
SAT but NOT if they submit an ACT: 

 McGill University (PQ)  

REQUIRED FOR SOME APPLICANTS 

 The following school requires Subject Tests from 
some applicants, regardless of what additional 
standardized testing is submitted: 

 Northwestern University (IL) – three required 
for students applying to Integrated Science 
Program (Math 2, Physics, Chemistry—not 
Biology)—will also consider AP, IB or college 
courses to fulfill requirement; Honors Program 
in Medical Education requirements under 
consideration and to be released at end of 
summer (two required in previous years) 

 

 

International applicants, homeschoolers and other candidates with special circumstances may have different 

requirements at these universities.  It’s best to check with the individual college about policies regarding Subject Tests 
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SAT SUBJECT TESTS RECOMMENDED FOR SOME OR ALL APPLICANTS 
2020-2021 

 
NOT included are schools such as Brown, Dartmouth, or Duke,  

in which submission is "optional" or where submitted results may be "considered"  
 
 

RECOMMENDED FOR ALL APPLICANTS 

 Clarkson University (NY) 

 Georgetown University (DC) (“does not require, 
but recommends submission of three subject 
tests… candidates may submit SAT Subject test 
scores or Advanced Placement (AP) test scores or 
a combination of them.   Scores are considered 
official if they are received directly from the 
College Board or as part of your high school 
record.”) 

 Harvard University (MA) (except “if the cost of 
taking the tests represents a financial hardship or 
if you prefer to have your application considered 
without them”) 

 Lehigh University (PA) 

 Webb Institute of Naval Architecture (NY) 

RECOMMENDED FOR SOME APPLICANTS 

 Catholic University of America (DC) – world 
language and philosophy applicants 

 Princeton University (NJ) – engineering 
applicants 

 University of California – “…these are 
recommendations, not mandates. You will not 
be penalized for failing to take the SAT Subject 
Tests. On the other hand, submission of these 
test scores (just like submission of AP and/or IB 
scores) may add positively to the review of your 
application.” − recommendations vary by 
university: UC SAT Subject Test requirements  

 University of the Pacific (CA) – engineering, 
physical science, life sciences, engineering, 
mathematics, pre-medical, pre-dental and pre-
pharmacy applicants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With special thanks to my friend and colleague, Cigus Vanni, The College Fairy LLC 
 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/exam-requirement/sat-subject-tests.html

