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LeAnn Elder, Head of School  
 

LeAnn Elder has been the Head of School at Score Academy in Boca Raton since 2011. Originally 
from Baltimore, MD, she has lived in South Florida since 2000. She is a licensed architect, with a 
Bachelor of Science from the University of Virginia and a Master of Architecture from Harvard 
University. At both schools, LeAnn received Teaching Assistantships, one that included a unique 
opportunity to teach an architecture program to middle school girls. That led to her designing and 
teaching a summer architecture program for high school students. After practicing architecture for 
many years, she became a stay-at-home-mom, but her passion for teaching eventually led to 
pursue a long-term career in education. She taught at FAU as an adjunct professor, and was then 
hired as the Center Director and Head of School at Score At The Top & Score Academy in Boca 
Raton. After 4 years of extraordinary success and growth of the Center, she began concentrating 
solely on Score Academy. In the bit of free time she has as a single mom and head of school, Ms. 
LeAnn enjoys going to the gym and hanging out with her two boys, Reese and Kai, who both swim 
competitively (Kai also plays water polo for Lake Worth High). Reese is a commited U of Georgia 
“bulldog,” and Kai is a sophomore; both boys attend Score Academy Boca Raton.  
 
Tami Shaffer, Assistant to the Head of School  
 

Tami Shaffer has been with Score At The Top/Score Academy for 6 years. Before joining Score, she 
was the cosmetics sales manager at Macy’s. She truly loved it there, but decided to be a stay-at-
home mom for her then two young girls, Taylor and Casey. After the girls went off to college, she 
she wanted a part time job to keep herself gainfully occupied. Lo and Behold: she’s still here! In her 
spare time, she loves traveling with her husband, Roger, whom she met in high school and to whom 
she has been married for 31 years. She wears many hats at Score including nurse and mom to those 
kids who need her! 
 

Annick Fartouh, Teacher 
 

Annick Fartouh was born and raised in France in a Franco-Spanish family. She studied French 
Education and French as a second Language in France and became a teacher in 1993. Since then, 
she has taught French language to students, from preschool to public and private high schools, in 
France, Canada and the US. Ms. Annick, her husband and four children moved to Indiana in 2003, 
where she taught at an International School for fifteen years and at St-Richards Episcopal School for 
two years. Ms. Annick and her husband recently moved to Florida to join their two daughters.  She 
still has two married children in Indiana and will have to go to the snow to see her grandkids! She 
loves spending time with her family and friends and has enjoyed playing the piano since age 7. Ms. 
Annick was also a gymnastics judge for the Fédération Internationale de Gymnastique before 
moving to the US. Ms. Annick has a passion for calligraphy and during her spare time she can spend 
hours practicing. 
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Ashley Albritton, Teacher 
 

Ashley Albritton has been teaching physics, music production, and mathematics at Score Academy 
since 2017. In 2005 he received a B.S. degree in Physics from University of South Florida. He studied 
nano-scale physics; his undergraduate research was published. After college he acquired a degree 
in audio engineering from SAE Institute Miami and began working in recording studios, concert 
venues, and nightclubs. Ashley then began teaching audio engineering at SAE Institute in 
Hollywood, California, specializing in music production, basic electronics, and live sound. Ashley 
currently lives in Deerfield Beach with his wife and dog. He;s an avid kayak angler. When he’s not 
fishing, he’s in the studio producing and remixing electronic music. 
 
Carlos Hernandez, Teacher 
 

Carlos Hernandez (Mr. H) is a bilingual mathematics teacher at Score Academy who is happily 
married to María Elena Paez Pumar. They have three wonderful grown-up children. Born and raised 
in Venezuela in a family of 7 children, he studied Business Administration at the Universidad 
Católica Andrés Bello. Following his childhood dream and with lots of dedication, Mr. H graduated 
as a Commercial Pilot at Icaro Aeronautic Instruction Center. He was hired as a B727 Flight Engineer 
at VIASA (Venezuelan International Airways), and also flew for a local touristic airline. Mr. H has 
always been passionate about math. He landed in the education field in 1995, obtaining an 
education degree at Universidad Pedagógica Experimental Libertador. Mr. H taught mathematics to 
high school students at Colegio Internacional Carabobo, and since 2016, he has been a stalwart 
math teacher at Score Academy. He has an insatiable curiosity; he knows that continual intellectual 
stimulation is what our brains needs to grow!  He is currently studying how to trade in the Foreign 
Exchange market. 
 

Itamar Harel, Teacher 
 

Mr. Itamar has a bachelor's degree in history and philosophy from Tel Aviv University and a 
certificate in special education from Beit Berl College, Israel. He served as a paratrooper for 3 years 
in the Israeli Defense Force. Before coming to the US, Itamar taught history and biblical studies in a 
school for students with learning disabilities.  He enjoys traveling, and watching movies and TV 
shows. He also loves cats and is a diehard Liverpool fan (English football).  
 
Jari Niemi, Teacher 
 

Jari Niemi received his B.A. from University of Nevada Las Vegas in Philosophy, then an M.A. in 
Philosophy from Ohio University. He received his doctoral degree in Philosophy at Purdue. Teaching 
for over twenty years, he has worked at James Madison University, Florida Atlantic University, and 
most recently at Florida International University.  His wide variety of courses has included 
Philosophy of Law, Social/Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Art, and a variety of introductory 
courses in Philosophy and English.  
 

Outside of his philosophical interests, Jari enjoys reading classical and modern fiction, science, and 
history. Originally from Finland, he would still be enjoying traditional Finnish saunas and ice 
swimming, both, unfortunately, in rare supply in Florida.  
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Jeremy Ringermacher, Teacher 
 

A graduate of CalArts, Mr. Jeremy has lived a creative life from early on. A former professional child 
ventriloquist and avid collector of Mad Magazines, he always knew that teaching graphic art was 
always in his cards. Along the way to Score Academy, Mr. Jeremy worked as a prop builder and 
creative problem solver for television studios in Los Angeles, a mechanical figure builder, a 
corporate illustrator, a sign maker, and a portrait artist. With extraordinary enthusiasm and 
patience above all, Mr. Jeremy loves to explain things - histories, techniques, style, composition, 
surface preparations, pop culture, mold making, sculpting –  the list of his interests is inexhaustible. 
 
Lou Elder, Teacher 
 

Coach Lou Elder was born in Baltimore, MD many years ago. He is currently in his 9th year as a 
PE/Health/Lifeskills/weight training teacher at Score Academy. Coach Lou enjoys the small 
classroom environment that is provided for the students. He holds a B.S. in Education, with a 
concentration in park management, from Frostburg State University. He worked in law enforcement 
in Maryland before moving to Florida. Coach Lou enjoys exercising, eating pizza, grape-nut ice 
cream (don’t judge), and supporting his beloved Baltimore RAVENS!  
 
Manu Maggon, Teacher 
 

Born in India, Ms. Manu earned her M.A. in Humanities from the University of Vaasa, Finland, 
majoring in history, comparative government, and cultural studies, and minoring in psychology and 
English. She began teaching at Score Academy after moving to the US from Finland three years ago, 
teaching US history, human geography, psychology, civics, and World History. She is the model of 
collaboration, always open to new ideas that make learning effective and enjoyable. Manu loves 
traveling; over the past 22 years, she has lived such diverse places as Dubai, Finland, Saudi Arabia, 
and Bahrain. 
 
Marc Clermont, Teacher 
 

Marc Clermont is a physicist, educator and software engineer consultant in Florida. He’s also a 
composer of music, and plays guitar and conga. His primary academic interests are physics, 
mathematics, computer sciences and philosophy - with special Interest in cosmology, M-theory, 
cosmogony, ontology, epistemology and system theory. His interests currently extend to holistic 
education and pre-colonial African history. 
 

Maria Duff, Teacher 
 

Maria Duff was born in Sucre, Bolivia and immigrated to the United States in 1981. A Spanish 
teacher with 16 years of experience in K-12 and college level courses, she specialized in Spanish 
comparative literature and language, and linguistics. She worked at the Bolivian Embassy in D.C. for 
several years, interpreting and translating official documents from Spanish into English; that led her 
to become a language arts teacher. She received her BA and MA from Florida Atlantic University. 
Teaching world languages in a global society is one of her most rewarding experiences. She enjoys 
reading, traveling, and outdoor activities. 
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Maria-Elena Paez Pumar, Teacher 
 

Though Mrs. Maria Elena Paez-Pumar primarily teaches Spanish at Score Academy, she has also 
created and taught courses in leadership, business, forensics, and criminology. At the same time, 
she has been Score Academy’s National Honor Society chapter adviser, and in 2019 had the 
pleasure of conducting the very first Mock Trial in Score Academy history. She was born and raised 
in Caracas, Venezuela, the Land of Liberator Simon Bolivar, and the famously delicious arepas. Mrs. 
Maria Elena has been married for almost 29 years and has 3 children. She graduated from law 
school in the Universidad Catolica Andres Bello with a specialization in labor law and human 
resources. She had more than 25 years of experience as a senior partner in one of the most 
prestigious law firms in Venezuela. She became part of the education world 5 years ago after she 
moved to the US. She loves sports, not only participating, but also analyzing them statistically! 
More than 6 years ago, she began studying leadership and decided to combine her studies with her 
life experience as an earthquake survivor. Now she serves as a mentor to those who want to grow, 
overcome challenges, and help make the world to be a better place. 
 
Mark Alper, Teacher 
 

Mr. Alper got his BS and MA in Chemistry from Drexel University in Philadelphia - back when there 
were only 20 elements on the Periodic Table!  He has been teaching all levels of chemistry, physics, 
and environmental science from middle school to high school to community college for what seems 
like millennia.  This is his 3rd year at Score Academy. Mr. Alper is a Philly boy through and through, 
from his love for Duane Swierczynski and W. E. B. Griffin “Badge of Honor” novels to his enduring 
passion for Philly Sound, Boyz II Men, and Rocky and Rocky II (but he draws the line after that). 
Naturally, Mr. Alper is also a strong supporter of cheesesteaks and Wawa – especially Wawa. He 
still lives and dies with the Eagles, Phillies, Flyers, Sixers, and the Big Five.   
 

Additionally, Mr. Alper has an unhealthy obsession with DC and Marvel superheroes, and a sense of 
humor that takes some time to get used to. 
 
Massiel Guillen, Teacher 
 

Ms. Massiel is a spunky, charismatic nerd with a love for anatomy and anything eccentric. She 
earned her B.S in Psychology from The Florida State University and her M.S in Biomedical Sciences 
from Barry University. Along with teaching science, Ms. Massiel spends her time out of school with 
her 4-year old, Josia, who loves marine biology and dance parties where he has a chance to show 
off his moves. In her free time, Ms. Massiel expresses her authenticity through the poetry she 
creates and by making music.  
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Milton Stern, Teacher 
 

Milton is an English teacher and published writer. His biography of President James Buchanan’s 
niece, Harriet Lane, America’s First Lady, led to a lecture series as well as guided tours of historical 
sites in Washington, DC, and Lancaster, Pennsylvania. His first novel, On Tuesdays, They Played Mah 
Jongg, was a Hadassah Book Club selection, and parts of it were read during a one-woman show in 
Las Vegas. Milton is also a classic car enthusiast, and since 2013, he has written a monthly and a 
quarterly column for Hemmings Classic Car Magazine; he’ll be a regular columnist for a new classic 
car magazine, launching later in 2020. He owns a 1966 Chevrolet Corvair, which you’ll see him 
occasionally drive to school. Milton was a communications manager for several U.S. government 
agencies for 9 years before working under contract with the U.S. Agency for International 
Development for 16 years in Global Health, with a focus on women and children, infectious diseases 
and pandemic response. In 2017, he moved to Israel, where he taught English to adults in 
classroom, military, and corporate settings, and volunteered for the IDF. He is also a Florida Notary 
Public. Milton is a lifelong volunteer for social, civic and animal rescue organizations. He moved to 
Davie, Florida, this year and lives with his rescue dog, Rose Marie.    
 

Nelli Chiccarello, Teacher 
 

Nelli Ciccarello is originally from Russia. She holds an MA in journalism from Moscow State 
University, and an MS in elementary special education (learning disabilities) from Touro College in 
New York. She teaches elementary school subjects, including math, science, writing/reading and 
social studies. She’s hardworking, but also enjoys traveling, reading, spending time with friends and 
going to the beach. For most of her life, she has lived in large cities and enjoyed theaters, museums, 
concerts and exhibitions. Ms. Nelli always likes to learn new things because they give her 
inspiration!  
 
Patrick Fignol, Teacher 
 

Patrick Fignol received a BS in Mathematics from Florida Atlantic University in 2013 and a BA in 
Domestic Law in Haiti. Before moving to the United States, he taught Math for 16 years and was a 
Vice Principal at Lycée des Jeunes Filles in Haiti. From 2014 to 2016, he worked as a math instructor 
at the Juvenile Detention Center of Broward County. He currently teaches high school math at 
Score Academy in Boca Raton, where he has been since 2017. He’s a family-oriented man who loves 
to watch math videos and sports. 
 
Paul Brewer, Teacher 
 

Paul is a self-professed “word nerd.” His bachelor’s degrees are from FAU and UM, and his master’s 
degree from St. John’s College. In his 7-year tenure at Score Academy, he has taught courses in 
English, history, Latin, Greek, psychology, debate, logic, and music (banjo and ukulele). An avid 
foosball player, he has won several national and state titles. Paul and his wife Dana also enjoy 
kayaking, hiking, traveling, playing music, and hanging out with their three dogs and new son 
Shackleton (Jack) Ulysses Brewer. 
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Pete Van Fossen, Teacher 
 

Peter Van Fossen is a Math teacher at Score Academy. He originally had no interest in mathematics, 
however! Throughout high school, it was Mr. Pete’s passion to become a firefighter. In high school, 
he joined a Fire Explorer program in Fort Lauderdale which teaches teenagers, ages 15 to 18, all 
about the fire fighting profession. They got their own uniforms and their own “bunker gear” so they 
could do ride-alongs and learn to perform common firefighting drills for firefighters everywhere. He 
was very excited to make it through Fire Academy and EMT school before realizing, in paramedic 
training, that he didn’t much care for the mandatory medical part of the profession.  
 

There followed a traditional college path at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida. He 
knew he was a little more analytical than most, and began studying the physical sciences. While 
searching for his undiscovered passion, he took many math courses in which he performed well. 
Math became more than just algebra and formulas; he realized its great depth. He started to help 
his struggling classmates, which reinforced his math knowledge and understanding. He really 
enjoyed the challenge of helping students understand complex material. In his last year at F.A.U., 
he tutored at Broward College, then came to teach at Score Academy. The small classroom sizes 
allow for more attention to every aspect of the class, and demand a flexible teaching style that suits 
him well.  
 
Sahar Rehman, Teacher 
 

Sahar Rehman was born in Pakistan and lived there until age 9.  She always followed the artistic 
streak in her genes (great grandfather was a writer; grandfather, a painter and singer), but it wasn’t 
until her last year of middle school that she was really attracted to creative writing and the art of 
teaching. Inspired first by her own 8th grade English teacher, she saw at a young age the nobility in 
being able to influence and encourage talents within others. After graduating from high school, she 
obtained a Bachelor of Arts in English from Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida where 
she went on to study for a Masters of Fine Arts in Creative Writing with a concentration in 
Poetry. In addition to writing verse, she also followed her passion for photography and painting, 
often contributing visual artwork to the university’s literary magazine in her years there. She began 
teaching her first year of high school English in 2011, and in 2016, started as an adjunct professor of 
English at Broward College in Pembroke Pines, Florida.   
 

She hopes to continue in the teaching profession, which she finds greatly rewarding, fulfilling her 
dream to plant a small seed of curiosity in growing minds and to encourage a student’s unique 
strengths and talents. 
 
Valerie Saltarelli, Teacher 
 

Ms. Valerie is a South Florida native who grew up in beautiful Boca Raton. She earned her Bachelor 
of Science degree in geology from FAU along with a certificate in Geographic Information Systems. 
After college, she worked for 5 years at the Florida-Caribbean Water Science Center and now she is 
going into her third year of teaching at Score. In her spare time, she enjoys playing with her Boston 
Terrier and traveling to the mountains to hike. 
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Yuliya Milbeck, Teacher 
 

Yuliya Milbeck holds a BS in Computer-related Mathematics and MS in Computer Science from the 
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. Ms. Yuliya was excited to join the staff of Score Academy as a 
math teacher. In this role, she combines 16-years of software development experience, 10 years of 
teaching mathematics, and a passion for education. Her family recently moved to Florida from 
Wisconsin. Ms. Yuliya and her husband Leon live in Boca Raton and have two daughters: Sasha is a 
pre-medical student at U Miami, and Bella is starting her freshman year at UCF.  Ms. Yuliya 
immigrated to the United States 30 years ago from the former Soviet Union and is fluent in Russian. 
She loves the ocean, fresh air, cooking and reading
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