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How Colleges   
Make Decisions 

 

 

 
One of the most difficult things in the entire admissions process is waiting patiently once you have submitted 
your applications. Much of the students’ and parents’ anxiety stems from the sense that admissions decisions 
are unfathomable and arbitrary. 
  
While most college admissions officers are sensitive and humane, their professional loyalty lies with their own 
college and its various constituencies. They seek not only the best and brightest scholars, but also the most 
talented artists, athletes, and leaders. They want to balance their populations geographically and racially. They 
want to represent their alumni and their children. For these reasons, colleges may give preferential treatment 
in their admissions decisions to candidates who possess certain talents or who come from certain families or 
backgrounds. What this means is that the process is not always clear — that you might feel that someone else 
whose academic credentials appear weaker than yours has unfairly gained admission to a school to which you 
have been denied entrance. 
 
Generally, a college selection committee will evaluate a number of factors about you, listed below in order of 
importance.  
 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE  
Your entire high school academic record is the most important factor in the college admissions 
process. If your work does not reflect genuine effort, intellectual ability, and a real interest in 
learning, your record is a liability. Selective colleges are interested not just in strong grades, but 
in a challenging course load. They want to know that you have taken the most difficult courses 
that you are qualified to take and that you have met that challenge.  

 

STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES 
Your SAT or ACT scores tend to be the second most important factor in college admissions. Your 
chances for admissions are best if your score is well within the college’s published mid-50% 
range. 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, SUMMER ACTIVITIES, AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
Rather than looking for well-rounded students, colleges now seek angled students — students 
with a passionate involvement in a few activities, demonstrating leadership, initiative, 
creativity, service… and an angle. Extracurricular and summer activities as well as work 
experience will allow a college to see how productively you use your free time, how well you 
work with others, how much of yourself you are willing to give, and how well you challenge 
yourself. Depth, not breadth, of experience is most important. Create a detailed résumé to 
showcase your activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  
Service should demonstrate genuine concern for other people. Commitment to one substantial 
project is far more meaningful than participation in several mini activities. Your activity résumé 
should reflect the impact of your service.  

 

APPLICATION ESSAY 
A well-written essay that provides insight into your personality, values, and goals is key to a 
successful application. Your essay should be thoughtful and highly personal. It should 
demonstrate careful and well-constructed writing. 

 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM 2 TEACHERS AND YOUR HEAD OF SCHOOL 
At least one month – and preferably even earlier − before a college’s deadline date, you should 
request recommendations of an anecdotal nature from your Head of School and two teachers 
who respect your academic work. ONE additional letter from someone else who knows you 
well, but in a different capacity, may also help. 

 

ANYTHING SPECIAL THAT MAKES YOU STAND OUT FROM THE REST OF THE APPLICANTS! 
If appropriate, your application may include special honors, awards, writing samples, evidence 
of unusual talent or experience, and anything else that makes you unique. If you have had 
significant success in art, music, drama, speech, or creative writing, ask your instructor for 
guidance in putting together a portfolio of your work. Overall, colleges are seeking a talented 
and well-rounded freshman class who will make individual contributions to the college.  
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PERSONAL QUALITIES 
Colleges want to know that you are a "good" person. They want to know that you are 
essentially honest, responsible, and thoughtful, with concern for yourself and your peers. Your 
application and the recommendations written for you should reveal these qualities, as should 
an interview, which many of the smaller schools recommend.  

 

DEMONSTRATED INTEREST IN THE COLLEGE 
Most college admissions officers feel that direct contact from a student (phone, e-mail, or snail 
mail) — rather than a parent or school administrator — is a reflection of the student’s sense of 
responsibility, organization, courtesy, and good judgment. Admissions officers are bothered by 
overzealous parents who call frequently, trying to give their children a perceived advantage. A 
pre-arranged visit to campus is often factored quite positively into the admission decision. 

 

LEGACY  
Daughters and sons of alumni receive careful attention at most colleges. Many highly selective 
colleges try to accept about 50% of alumni children. Alumni children will always get a careful 
look by the admissions office, but more and more colleges are refusing to compromise 
standards for their alumni — especially since there are now more alumni than ever.  
 

ABILITY TO PAY 
As state budgets tighten and college costs rise, some admission offices are increasingly favoring 
those students who can contribute to the school’s bottom line — and whose families are likely 
to become donors.  
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Developing Your College List 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE GOOD “FIT” 
By the start of your senior year, you will have your first SAT or ACT score as well as your GPA. You will be ready 
to start seriously talking to your parents about college considerations.  
 
As you begin to investigate colleges and think about what type of college might be a good "fit" for you, keep in 
mind that there may not be one perfect choice. There may be a number of colleges where you will be able to 
find happiness and fulfill your intellectual and social needs.  
 
There are over 3,000 colleges from which to choose where you will spend four years of your life. Most of you 
have not been faced with this sort of decision and are perhaps in awe of its magnitude. Much of the concern 
can be lessened by considering the following factors when choosing a college to add to your list. 
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SIZE: 
 A small college with less than 2,000 students, where you’ll have opportunities to stand out, develop close 

ties with professors, and actively participate in discussion-oriented classes 

 A large university with over 10,000 students, where you can be anonymous in lecture-style classes with 
hundreds of students, explore a wider variety of courses, and cheer for nationally recognized teams 

 A medium-size college that offers many of the same opportunities as the large university, but with the 
intimacy of the small college 

 

TYPE:  
 A liberal arts college with its emphasis on the humanities, social sciences, and hard sciences — a place to 

explore a variety of options 

 A conservatory where you can completely focus on your talents in the arts 

 A combination liberal arts/conservatory-style environment, where you can develop your talents while 
pursuing academic interests 

 A college with a pre-professional focus where you can immediately begin to pursue your life goals in fields 
like business, engineering, or communications 

 

STUDENT BODY & LIFESTYLE: 
 A college with students whose cultural/religious background is similar to yours, where shared family 

values, heritage, and spirituality will make you feel right at home 

 A college with a diverse student body that provides cultural alternatives from which you can benefit 

 A co-ed campus with opportunities to study and socialize with students of both sexes  

 A single-sex school where you can take leadership roles and focus on your education without social 
distractions in the classroom 

 A college where students share your political beliefs or special lifestyle  

 

ACADEMIC LIFE: 
 An environment that provides the right level of challenge for you, appropriately balancing academics and 

social life 
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EXTRACURRICULAR INTERESTS: 
 A college where you can continue your active involvement in sports, student government, community 

service, or school clubs 

 A college with an active Greek system 

 A college where you can pursue your creative interests in writing, acting, dancing, singing, or instrumental 
music 

 

SPECIAL SERVICES: 
 A college with a comprehensive, fee-based, pro-active support program for students with different 

learning styles or on the autism spectrum 

 A college with a drop-in tutoring center for students who occasionally need extra help 

 A school that provides many opportunities for internships, co-ops, research, or study abroad 

 A school that facilitates cross-registration at a nearby college whose unique offerings appeal to you 

 

LOCATION & ENVIRONMENT: 
 A college that’s comfortably close to home, or one that’s far enough away to let you live independently in 

a different environment 

 A college that’s part of a major metropolitan area, allowing you to take advantage of its cultural, 
recreational, and social opportunities 

 A school in a rural setting where you can enjoy the peaceful security of the country 

 A school where you can bask in the warmth of the sun, or one where you can enjoy the exhilaration of the 
ski slopes 

 

COST: 
Because the cost of attending a private college for four years can exceed $275,000, financial considerations 
may be paramount. In-state public universities tend to be financially attractive at $20,000-$25,000/year. 
However, financial aid and merit-based scholarships can put the cost of an expensive private college within 
reach. 
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
 

    

Rank 
TOP RANKED  

NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES 
% 

Accepted 
SAT 

Mid-50% 
ACT 

Mid-50% 

  

Rank 
TOP RANKED  

NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES 
% 

Accepted 
SAT 

Mid-50% 
ACT 

Mid-50% 

1 Princeton 5% 1440-1570  32-35  50 Pepperdine 36% 1220-1420  26-32 

2 Harvard 5% 1460-1580  33-35  

 
 

50 Rensselaer Polytech 43% 1330-1500  29-33 

3 Columbia 6% 1450-1560  33-35  50 U of Georgia 49% 1240-1410  27-32 

3 MIT 7% 1500-1570  34-36  54 Ohio State—Columbus 52% 1240-1450  27-32 

3 Yale 6% 1450-1560  33-35  54 Santa Clara 50% 1270-1440  28-32 

6 Stanford 4% 1420-1570  32-35  54 Syracuse 50% 1180-1370  25-30 

6 U of Chicago 7% 1490-1570  33-35  57 Florida State 37% 1200-1350  26-30 

6 U Penn 8% 1440-1560  32-35  57 Penn State—Univ Park 56% 1160-1360  25-30 

9 Northwestern 8% 1430-1550  33-35  57 Purdue—West Lafayette 58% 1180-1410  25-32 

10 Duke 9% 1450-1570  33-35  57 U of Miami 32% 1250-1430  29-32 

10 Johns Hopkins 11% 1470-1560  33-35  57 U of Pittsburgh 59% 1270-1430  28-33 

12 CalTech 7% 1530-1580  35-36  62 Rutgers—New Brunswick 60% 1190-1410  25-31 

12 Dartmouth  9% 1420-1560  31-35  62 U of Washington 49% 1220-1460  27-32 

14 Brown 8% 1420-1550  32-35  

 
 

64 Loyola Marymount 47% 1210-1390  27-31 

15 U of Notre Dame 18% 1400-1550  33-35  64 Southern Methodist 51% 1280-1460  29-33 

15 Vanderbilt 10% 1450-1560  33-35  64 U of Connecticut 49% 1210-1420  26-31 

17 Cornell 11% 1390-1540  32-34  64 U of Maryland—College Park 47% 1290-1480  28-33 

17 Rice 11% 1450-1560  33-35  64 U of Massachusetts—Amherst 60% 1200-1390  26-31 

19 Washington U in St. Louis 15% 1470-1570  32-35  64 Worcester Poly 42% 1300-1460  29-33 

20 UCLA 14% 1270-1520  28-34  70 Clemson 47% 1220-1400  27-32 

21 Emory 19% 1350-1520  31-34  70 George Washington 42% 1280-1460  29-32 

22 U of California—Berkeley 15% 1300-1530  28-34  

 
 

70 Texas A&M—College Station 67% 1170-1380  25-31 

22 U of Southern California 13% 1350-1530  30-34  70 U of Minnesota—Twin Cities 52% 1270-1480  26-31 

24 Georgetown 15% 1370-1530  31-34  74 Fordham 46% 1250-1430  28-32 

25 Carnegie Mellon 17% 1450-1550  33-35  74 Stevens Institute of Technology 41% 1330-1480  30-33 

25 U of Michigan—Ann Arbor 23% 1330-1510  30-34  74 Virginia Tech 65% 1180-1390  25-31 

27 Wake Forest 29% 1310-1470  29-33  77 American 32% 1220-1380  27-31 

28 U of Virginia 26% 1330-1500  30-34  77 Brigham Young—Provo 64% 1190-1420  26-31 

29 Georgia Tech 23% 1390-1540  31-34  79 Baylor 52% 1190-1370  26-31 

29 NYU 20% 1310-1510  29-34  79 Binghamton—SUNY 40% 1310-1440  28-32 

29 Tufts 15% 1380-1530  31-34  79 Gonzaga 66% 1183-1350  25-30 

29 U of North Carolina—Chapel Hill 22% 1270-1470  27-33  79 Indiana U—Bloomington 77% 1150-1360  24-31 

29 U of Rochester 29% 1320-1500  30-34  79 University at Buffalo—SUNY 56% 1160-1330  24-29 

34 U of California—Santa Barbara 32% 1230-1480  26-32  84 Colorado School of Mines 49% 1290-1450  28-33 

34 U of Florida 39% 1280-1440  27-32  84 Elon 72% 1150-1330  25-30 

36 U of California—Irvine 29% 1180-1440     84 Marquette 82% 1150-1320  24-30 

37 Boston College 28% 1320-1490  31-34  84 Michigan State 78% 1110-1310  23-29 

37 U of California—San Diego 30% 1250-1470  26-33  84 North Carolina State—Raleigh 47% 1250-1390  27-31 

39 U of California—Davis 41% 1150-1410  25-31  84 U of California—Santa Cruz 48% 1170-1400  24-31 

40 Boston Univ 22% 1330-1500  30-33  84 U of Iowa 83% 1120-1330  23-28 

40 Brandeis 31% 1280-1500  29-33  91 Clark 59% 1200-1390  28-31 

40 Case Western Reserve 29% 1350-1520  30-34  91 Miami U—Oxford 75% 1200-1380  26-31 

40 College of William & Mary 37% 1310-1490  30-33  91 Stony Brook—SUNY 42% 1230-1420  26-31 

40 Northeastern 19% 1360-1540  32-34  91 U of California—Riverside 51% 1110-1330  23-29 

40 Tulane 17% 1350-1490  30-33  91 U of Delaware 62% 1170-1350  25-30 

46 U of Wisconsin—Madison 52% 1300-1480  27-32  

 
 

91 U of San Diego 53% 1190-1360  25-30 

46 Villanova 29% 1300-1470  30-33  97 Drexel 77% 1170-1380  25-30 

48 U of Illinois—Urbana-Champaign 62% 1220-1480  26-32  97 Saint Louis U 58% 1180-1370  25-31 

48 U of Texas—Austin 39% 1230-1480  27-33  97 Texas Christian 41% 1150-1343  26-30 

50 Lehigh 22% 1270-1450  29-33  97 U of Denver 56% 1170-1370  26-31 
 

 
fwh 
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGES 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
 

 

Rank 
TOP RANKED 

LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGES 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 
Mid-50% 

ACT 
Mid-50% 

 

Rank 
TOP RANKED 

LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGES 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 
Mid-50% 

ACT 
Mid-50% 

1 Williams 13% 1410-1550  32-35  46 Trinity College 

Trinity 
 

34% 1300-1460  29-32 
2 Amherst 13% 1390-1540  31-34  46 Whitman 50% 1280-1440  29-32 

3 Swarthmore 9% 1380-1550  31-34  53 Centre 73% 1190-1420  27-32 

3 Wellesley 20% 1330-1520  30-34  53 Gettysburg 45% 1270-1420  26-30 

5 Pomona 8% 1400-1540  31-34  53 Rhodes 45% 1240-1410  28-31 

6 Bowdoin 10% 1300-1510  30-34  53 Wabash 65% 1100-1330  23-28 

7 Carleton 20% 1350-1530  31-34  57 Spelman 39% 1080-1220  22-26 

7 Claremont McKenna 9% 1350-1500  31-34  58 Agnes Scott 70% 1090-1320  23-29 

7 Middlebury 17% 1330-1500  31-34  58 Lawrence  62% 1210-1450  27-31 

10 Washington & Lee  21% 1348-1490  31-34  58 St. Lawrence  46% 1180-1350  26-30 

11 Colby 13% 1350-1510  31-33  58 Wheaton 83% 1210-1420  27-32 

11 Haverford 19% 1370-1530  32-34  62 Bard 65% 1248-1420  27-31 

11 Smith 31% 1320-1490  30-33  62 St. Olaf 50% 1190-1410  25-32 

14 Grinnell 24% 1370-1530  30-34  64 Hillsdale 36% 1275-1465  29-32 

14 Hamilton 21% 1350-1510  31-34  64 St. John's Univ 58% 1200-1460  24-33 

14 Vassar 25% 1370-1510  31-33  66 College of Wooster 54% 1130-1370  25-30 

17 Colgate 25% 1320-1510  31-34  66 Knox 74% 1090-1350  23-31 

17 Davidson 19% 1290-1450  29-33  68 Cornell College 61% 1080-1320  23-30 

17 U.S. Naval Academy 9% 1150-1370  26-32  68 Reed 36% 1310-1500  30-33 

17 Wesleyan 17% 1320-1500  30-34  68 Sarah Lawrence 56% 1240-1420  27-32 

21 Bates 18% 1290-1460  29-32  68 Willamette  84% 1170-1350  25-30 

21 U.S. Military Academy 10% 1185-1400  23-28  72 Hobart & William Smith 57% 1203-1360  27-30 

23 Harvey Mudd 14% 1490-1560  34-35  72 Kalamazoo 73% 1140-1370  24-31 

23 U of Richmond 30% 1290-1460  30-33  72 Lewis & Clark 74% 1230-1390  27-31 

25 Barnard 14% 1330-1500  30-33  72 Muhlenberg 62% 1170-1360  26-30 

25 Macalester 41% 1310-1500  29-33  72 St. John's 67% 1200-1410  24-30 

27 Bryn Mawr 34% 1300-1500  28-33  72 Transylvania 89% 1100-1310  24-30 

27 College of the Holy Cross 38% 1270-1420  28-32  72 Virginia Military Institute 51% 1100-1310  24-30 

27 Colorado 15% 1300-1470  29-33  72 Wofford 64% 1180-1350  27-30 

27 Kenyon 36% 1280-1470  29-33  80 Earlham 65% 1160-1380  26-31 

27 Soka U of America 39% 1180-1410  25-30  80 Illinois Wesleyan 59% 1120-1325  24-29 

32 Mount Holyoke 51% 1290-1500  29-32  82 Allegheny 64% 1120-1340  24-30 

33 Oberlin 36% 1280-1490  29-31  82 Beloit 56% 1120-1360  21-29 

33 Scripps 24% 1300-1480  30-33  82 College of St. Benedict 83% 990-1210  22-27 

35 Bucknell  33% 1250-1420  28-32  82 College of the Atlantic 67% 1210-1400  30-33 

35 Pitzer 13% 1340-1490  30-33  82 Juniata 70% 1080-1320  23-30 

35 Thomas Aquinas 78% 1220-1400  25-30  82 Ursinus 71% 1140-1320  23-28 

38 Franklin & Marshall 35% 1260-1440  28-32  82 Wheaton 70% 1180-1350  27-31 

39 Lafayette 29% 1250-1435  27-32  89 Bennington 57% 1230-1390  28-32 

39 Occidental 37% 1270-1450  28-32  89 Gustavus Adolphus 66% 1140-1390  24-30 

39 Skidmore 27% 1223-1400  27-31  89 U of Puget Sound 88% 1130-1350  25-30 

39 U.S. Air Force Academy 11% 1230-1410  28-33  92 Augustana 72% 1070-1280  22-29 

43 Denison 34% 1210-1380  28-31  92 Hendrix 72% 1153-1390  26-32 

43 U of the South 65% 1200-1390  25-31  92 Lake Forest 58% 1110-1310  23-29 

45 Union 39% 1270-1430  28-32  92 Ohio Wesleyan 69% 1060-1295  22-28 

46 Berea 38% 1030-1213  22-27  92 Southwestern 45% 1130-1330  23-29 

46 Connecticut Coll 38% 1290-1430  30-32  92 St. John's U 80% 1010-1280  22-28 

46 DePauw 63% 1120-1340  23-29  92 St. Mary's of Maryland 80% 1060-1290  23-28 

46 Dickinson 49% 1200-1390  27-31  92 Washington & Jefferson 48% 1130-1320  23-29 

46 Furman 61% 1230-1410  28-32  100 Luther 63% 1050-1310  23-29 
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: BUSINESS 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
 

 

Rank 
TOP RANKED 

BUSINESS 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 
Mid-50% 

ACT 
Mid-50% 

 

Rank 
TOP RANKED 

BUSINESS 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 
Mid-50% 

ACT 
Mid-50% 

1 U Penn 8% 1440-1560  32-35  50 U of California—San Diego 30% 1250-1470  26-33 
2 MIT 7% 1500-1570  34-36  50 Pepperdine 36% 1220-1420  26-32 

3 U of California—Berkeley 15% 1300-1530  28-34  50 College of William & Mary 37% 1310-1490  30-33 

3 U of Michigan—Ann Arbor 23% 1330-1510  30-34  50 Florida State 37% 1200-1350  26-30 

5 Carnegie Mellon 17% 1450-1550  33-35  50 Bentley 43% 1240-1410  28-32 

5 NYU 20% 1310-1510  29-34  50 U of Connecticut 49% 1210-1420  26-31 

5 U of Texas—Austin 39% 1230-1480  27-33  50 Syracuse 50% 1180-1370  25-30 

8 U of North Carolina—Chapel Hill 22% 1270-1470  27-33  50 Southern Methodist 51% 1280-1460  29-33 

8 U of Virginia 26% 1330-1500  30-34  50 Georgia State 57% 990-1190  21-26 

10 Cornell 11% 1390-1540  32-34  50 U of Massachusetts—Amherst 60% 1200-1390  26-31 

10 Indiana U—Bloomington 77% 1150-1360  24-31  50 U of Oklahoma 78% 1140-1350  23-29 

12 U of Southern California 13% 1350-1530  30-34  50 U of Tennessee 78% 1150-1330  25-31 

12 Washington U in St. Louis 15% 1470-1570  32-35  50 U of Nebraska—Lincoln 80% 1130-1360  22-29 

12 U of Notre Dame 18% 1400-1550  33-35  50 U of Oregon 83% 1080-1290  22-28 

15 Georgetown 15% 1370-1530  31-34  66 U.S. Air Force Academy 11% 1230-1410  28-33 

15 Emory 19% 1350-1520  31-34  66 U of Miami 32% 1250-1430  29-32 

15 Ohio State—Columbus 52% 1240-1450  27-32  66 Fordham 46% 1250-1430  28-32 

15 U of Wisconsin—Madison 52% 1300-1480  27-32  66 Clemson 47% 1220-1400  27-32 

19 U of Washington 49% 1220-1460  27-32  66 Santa Clara 50% 1270-1440  28-32 

19 U of Minnesota—Twin Cities 52% 1270-1480  26-31  66 Baylor 52% 1190-1370  26-31 

19 U of Illinois—Urbana-Champaign 62% 1220-1480  26-32  66 Rutgers—New Brunswick 60% 1190-1410  25-31 

22 Georgia Tech 23% 1390-1540  31-34  66 Rochester Institute of Technology 66% 1200-1400  27-32 

22 Boston College 28% 1320-1490  31-34  66 Auburn 75% 1150-1310  25-30 

22 U of Florida 39% 1280-1440  27-32  66 Miami—Oxford 75% 1200-1380  26-31 

22 U of Maryland—College Park 47% 1290-1480  28-33  66 U of Texas—Dallas 81% 1220-1440  25-32 

22 U of Georgia 49% 1240-1410  27-32  66 U of Kansas 92%   23-29 

22 Penn State—Univ Park 56% 1160-1360  25-30  66 U of Kentucky 94% 1080-1300  23-29 

22 Purdue—West Lafayette 58% 1180-1410  25-32  79 San Diego State 34% 1110-1310  22-28 

22 Texas A&M—College Station 67% 1170-1380  25-31  79 CUNY—Baruch 39% 1220-1390    

22 Michigan State 78% 1110-1310  23-29  79 Rensselaer Polytech 
 

43% 1330-1500  29-33 

31 Johns Hopkins 11% 1470-1560  33-35  79 University at Buffalo—SUNY 56% 1160-1330  24-29 

31 Babson 24% 1270-1450  28-32  79 Temple 59% 1130-1320  24-30 

31 U of Pittsburgh 59% 1270-1430  28-33  79 Loyola Chicago 68% 1120-1310  25-30 

31 U of Colorado—Boulder 82% 1150-1360  25-30  79 Oklahoma State 74% 1060-1280  22-28 

31 U of Iowa 83% 1120-1330  23-28  79 Washington State 77% 1020-1210  20-26 

31 U of Arizona 84% 1070-1310  21-28  79 U of Missouri 78% 1090-1290  23-29 

31 Arizona State—Tempe 85% 1130-1360  22-29  79 George Mason 81% 1120-1320  24-30 

38 Case Western Reserve 29% 1350-1520  30-34  79 Iowa State 91% 1092-1334  22-28 

38 U of California—Irvine 29% 1180-1440     90 Lehigh 22% 1270-1450  29-33 

38 Wake Forest 29% 1310-1470  29-33  90 U of Richmond 30% 1290-1460  30-33 

38 U of South Carolina 63% 1190-1360  25-30  90 Brandeis 31% 1280-1500  29-33 

38 Brigham Young—Provo 64% 1190-1420  26-31  90 American 32% 1220-1380  27-31 

43 Tulane 17% 1350-1490  30-33  90 Texas Christian 41% 1150-1343  26-30 

43 Boston Univ 22% 1330-1500  30-33  90 Loyola Marymount 47% 1210-1390  27-31 

43 George Washington 42% 1280-1460  29-32  90 North Carolina State—Raleigh 47% 1250-1390  27-31 

43 U of Alabama 59% 1060-1280  23-31  90 U of California—Riverside 51% 1110-1330  23-29 

43 Virginia Tech 65% 1180-1390  25-31  90 U of San Diego 53% 1190-1360  25-30 

43 U of Utah 67% 1130-1350  22-29  90 U of Denver 56% 1170-1370  26-31 

43 U of Arkansas 77% 1100-1290  23-29  90 Saint Louis 58% 1180-1370  25-31 

50 Northeastern 19% 1360-1540  32-34  90 U of Delaware 62% 1170-1350  25-30 

50 Villanova 29% 1300-1470  30-33  90 U of Houston 62% 1130-1310  22-28 
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: BUSINESS 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
 

 

Rank 
TOP RANKED 

BUSINESS 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 
Mid-50% 

ACT 
Mid-50% 

 

Rank 
TOP RANKED 

BUSINESS 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 
Mid-50% 

ACT 
Mid-50% 

90 DePaul 68% 1080-1290  23-29  153 San Jose State 55% 1040-1260  19-26 
90 Creighton 71% 1150-1350  24-30  153 U of Rhode Island 71% 1090-1260  23-27 

90 Texas Tech 71% 1070-1240  22-27  153 Quinnipiac 72% 1090-1260  23-28 

90 U of Cincinnati 73% 1160-1370  24-29  153 U of Idaho 77% 1010-1220  20-26 

90 Louisiana State—Baton Rouge 74% 1070-1290  23-29  153 U of New Hampshire 77% 1090-1280  23-28 

90 U of Illinois—Chicago 76% 1020-1220  21-27  153 U of Massachusetts—Boston 78% 1020-1220  21-27 

90 Drexel 77% 1170-1380  25-30  153 Boise State 81% 1030-1220  21-26 

90 Marquette 82% 1150-1320  24-30  153 U of Alabama—Huntsville 81% 1010-1380  25-31 

90 Colorado State 84% 1070-1280  23-28  153 West Virginia 82% 1050-1240  21-27 

112 U.S. Coast Guard Academy 13% 1245-1420  26-31  153 U of North Carolina—Greensboro 84% 990-1160  20-25 

112 Washington and Lee 21% 1348-1490  31-34  153 U of Montana 88% 1040-1260  20-26 

112 Binghamton—SUNY 40% 1310-1440  28-32  153 Utah State 89% 1050-1290  21-28 

112 Rutgers—Newark 63% 1020-1190  19-24  153 U of Colorado—Colorado Springs 91% 1010-1210  20-26 

112 Gonzaga 66% 1183-1350  25-30  167 Stevens Institute of Technology 41% 1330-1480  30-33 

112 Seton Hall 70% 1150-1310  24-28  167 California State—Fullerton 43% 1040-1220  19-24 

112 James Madison 71% 1120-1290  23-28  167 U of Tampa 49% 1090-1250  22-27 

112 U of Louisville 73% 960-1205  22-29  167 Chapman 54% 1190-1370  25-30 

112 Xavier 74% 1070-1250  22-28  167 Northern Illinois 54% 940-1170  19-25 

112 Loyola Maryland 79% 1140-1320  25-30  167 California State Polytechnic—
Pomona 

55% 1020-1260  19-27 

112 Oregon State 81% 1080-1310  22-28  167 U of Missouri—Kansas City 56% 1030-1340  21-28 

112 U of Hawaii—Manoa 83% 1055-1240  20-25  167 Florida Atlantic 59% 1080-1240  21-26 

112 U of Mississippi 88% 1050-1270  21-29  167 Fairfield 60% 1190-1340  26-30 

112 U of Wisconsin—Milwaukee 88%   20-25  167 Ball State 62% 1080-1240  20-24 

112 U of Alabama—Birmingham 92% 980-1240  21-29  167 Bradley 67% 1090-1290  23-28 

112 Kansas State 94%   22-28  167 Rollins 67% 1150-1360  24-30 

128 California Polytechnic State—San 
Luis Obispo 

30% 1240-1430  26-32  167 Bowling Green State 72% 1000-1200  20-25 

128 Howard 32% 1140-1285  22-27  167 Duquesne 72% 1140-1280  24-29 

128 Bucknell 33% 1250-1420  28-32  167 San Francisco State 72% 950-1160  17-23 

128 California State—Los Angeles 42% 890-1080  15-20  167 U of Dayton 72% 1110-1310  25-30 

128 U of Central Florida 43% 1160-1340  25-29  167 St. John's 73% 1070-1270  23-29 

128 University at Albany—SUNY 52% 1100-1260  22-27  167 U of Missouri—St. Louis 73% 1020-1230  21-27 

128 U of New Mexico 52% 1030-1260  19-25  167 U of Minnesota—Duluth 74% 1110-1340  21-26 

128 Mississippi State 57% 1070-1330  22-29  167 U of Portland 75% 1140-1320  23-28 

128 Kennesaw State 58% 1080-1270  21-26  167 Pace 76% 1060-1220  22-27 

128 Florida International 59% 1090-1260  23-27  167 The Citadel 81% 1030-1220  20-25 

128 Hofstra 63% 1150-1330  24-30  167 U of Nebraska—Omaha 82% 840-1102  19-26 

128 U of Colorado—Denver 64% 1020-1210  21-26  167 U of St. Thomas 82% 1130-1380  24-29 

128 U of San Francisco 65% 1130-1330  23-29  167 John Carroll 83% 1090-1290  22-28 

128 U of North Carolina—Charlotte 67% 1120-1270  21-26  167 Kent State 85% 1030-1210  20-25 

128 Butler 68% 1170-1330  25-30  167 U of Maine 92% 1050-1250  22-27 

128 U of Vermont 68% 1180-1360  26-31  167 U of Wyoming 96% 1050-1280  22-28 

128 Rutgers—Camden 71% 1000-1180  17-23  195 California State—Long Beach 31% 1040-1250  20-26 

128 Elon 72% 1150-1330  25-30  195 U of Dallas 39% 1120-1340  23-29 

128 Seattle 76% 1130-1320  24-30  195 Worcester Polytechnic Institute 42% 1300-1460  29-33 

128 St. Joseph's 76% 1120-1290  23-29  195 Morehouse 58% 1010-1210  20-25 

128 Virginia Commonwealth 77% 1070-1260  21-28  195 Clark 59% 1200-1390  28-31 

128 Ohio 78% 1070-1270  21-26  195 U of Arkansas—Little Rock 65% 1000-1070  18-25 

128 U of Texas—Arlington 80% 1060-1260  20-26  195 New Mexico State 66% 940-1160  17-23 

128 U of Nevada—Las Vegas 82% 1030-1240  19-24  195 Drake 68% 1140-1360  24-30 

128 U of Memphis 84% 970-1210  19-26  195 Ithaca 69% 1160-1338  25-30 

153 U of South Florida 43% 1170-1330  25-29  195 U of Evansville 69% 1080-1300  22-28 
 



College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
11 

  

Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: BUSINESS (continued) 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
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American 1220-1380  27-31 56       14               

Arizona State—Tempe 1130-1360  22-29 13 14 14   21 10 9 11 14 10   2 

Auburn 1150-1310  25-30 42                     17 

Babson 1270-1450  28-32 33 1 24   29 23             

Baylor 1190-1370  26-31 47 8                     

Belmont 1120-1300  24-29   37                     

Bentley 1240-1410  28-32 19 16 24                   

Boston College 1320-1490  31-34 12   11     13   26         

Boston Univ 1330-1500  30-33 47 37 36     35   33         

Brigham Young—Provo 1190-1420  26-31 2 14 47  17   32           

Bryant 1130-1300  24-28         25               

Bucknell 1250-1420  28-32 60                       

Canisius 1050-1270  22-28 27   33                   

Carnegie Mellon 1450-1550  33-35 27 16 7     20 1 26 6 2   9 

Case Western Reserve 1350-1520  30-34 45   28     26 32           

Clarkson 1160-1350  24-30                       20 

Clemson 1220-1400  27-32 68                       

College of William and Mary 1310-1490  30-33 40                       

Cornell 1390-1540  32-34 27 19 17     16 29 26 17 9 10   

Creighton 1150-1350  24-30 25   20       32           

CUNY—Baruch 1220-1390    47   38                   

DePaul 1080-1290  23-29 56                       

Elon 1150-1330  25-30     49                   

Emory 1350-1520  31-34 52   33     20   26         

Fairfield 1190-1340  26-30 27   23       25 26         

Florida Atlantic 1080-1240  21-26         25               

Florida International 1090-1260  23-27         2               

Florida State 1200-1350  26-30 27     3   35         9   

Fordham 1250-1430  28-32 68 21 21   12     22         

George Mason 1120-1320  24-30 68                       

George Washington 1280-1460  29-32 56       8               

Georgetown 1370-1530  31-34 37 27 19   4 22 25           

Georgia Tech 1390-1540  31-34   37 47       3   7 4   8 

Georgia State 990-1190  21-26       4     10       11   

Gonzaga 1183-1350  25-30 33 37 49                   

Indiana—Bloomington 1150-1360  24-31 4 3 9   18 7 7 6 11 12   15 

Iowa State 1092-1334  22-28                       23 

Le Moyne 1080-1270  23-28 60           20 22         
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: BUSINESS (continued) 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
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Loyola Marymount 1210-1390  27-31 60 33           33         

Loyola Chicago 1120-1310  25-30 47   21       29 37       15 

Marquette 1150-1320  24-30     33               12 17 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 1500-1570  34-36 37 2 5     9 2 16 1 1   6 

Miami—Oxford 1200-1380  26-31 26 33           33         

Michigan State 1110-1310  23-29 22   49   29 16 17 26 9     1 

NYU 1310-1510  29-34 9 12 2   3 8 12 3   6 4   

North Carolina State—Raleigh 1250-1390  27-31   28                     

Northeastern 1360-1540  32-34   28     9               

Ohio State—Columbus 1240-1450  27-32 10   10   29 15 25 19 4 11   4 

Oklahoma State 1060-1280  22-28 60 28                     

Penn State—University Park 1160-1360  25-30 19   24 7   23 29 16 13     2 

Purdue—West Lafayette 1180-1410  25-32     43       19   4 8   11 

Rockhurst 1110-1255  22-27           30             

Rutgers—New Brunswick 1190-1410  25-31 68                     20 

Saint Louis 1180-1370  25-31   21 49   13               

San Diego State 1110-1310  22-28   37     11               

Santa Clara 1270-1440  28-32 37 12         15           

Seattle 1130-1320  24-30 40   24                   

St. John's Univ 1070-1270  23-29       11                 

St. Joseph's Univ 1120-1290  23-29 35   36 9     20 12         

Syracuse 1180-1370  25-30   19                     

Temple 1130-1320  24-30       5 19   13           

Texas A&M—College Station 1170-1380  25-31 14   31     11 25 19       20 

U of Alabama 1060-1280  23-31 42   49                   

U of Arizona 1070-1310  21-28 47 16       32 4           

U of Arkansas 1100-1290  23-29 60           23         14 

U of California—Berkeley 1300-1530  28-34 14 5 5   5 3   4 8   3   

U of California—Irvine 1180-1440              35             

U of Colorado—Boulder 1150-1360  25-30           32   33         

U of Detroit Mercy 1050-1250  21-27           30             

U of Evansville 1080-1300  22-28 35   24                   

U of Florida 1280-1440  27-32 11 24 24     32   10     7   

U of Georgia 1240-1410  27-32 17   43 2     17 22     7   

U of Hawaii—Manoa 1055-1240  20-25         15               

U of Houston 1130-1310  22-28   24                     

U of Illinois—Urbana-Champaign 1220-1480  26-32 2   13 9   18 15 14 15     17 

U of Iowa 1120-1330  23-28 27 33 49                   
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: BUSINESS (continued) 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
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U of Maryland—College Park 1290-1480  28-33 68 28 38     13 8 18 19     13 

U of Massachusetts—Amherst 1200-1390  26-31 52                       

U of Miami 1250-1430  29-32         25               

U of Michigan—Ann Arbor 1330-1510  30-34 6 4 3   10 1 14 1 2 6   5 

U of Minnesota—Twin Cities 1270-1480  26-31 52   38     23 6 21         

U of Mississippi 1050-1270  21-29 68                       

U of Missouri 1090-1290  23-29 60                       

U of Missouri—St. Louis 1020-1230  21-27         21               

U of North Carolina—Chapel Hill 1270-1470  27-33 16 9 8   23 5   7 10     23 

U of Notre Dame 1400-1550  33-35 5   15     19   12         

U of Oklahoma 1140-1350  23-29         29               

U Penn 1440-1560  32-35 7 5 1 5 6 2 11 2 3 3 1 12 

U of San Diego 1190-1360  25-30         25               

U of San Francisco 1130-1330  23-29   37           37         

U of Scranton 1120-1280  23-28 52 33 43                   

U of South Carolina 1190-1360  25-30         1               

U of Southern California 1350-1530  30-34 8 11 17   7 12   15     5   

U of Tennessee 1150-1330  25-31 60             37       7 

U of Texas—Austin 1230-1480  27-33 1 7 4 6 16 4 4 4 11 5 6 9 

U of Texas—Dallas 1220-1440  25-32             23   15       

U of Utah 1130-1350  22-29   10                     

U of Virginia 1330-1500  30-34 23   12     6   8         

U of Washington 1220-1460  27-32 23 21 24   24 26 20 22         

U of Wisconsin—Madison 1300-1480  27-32 18   31 1 29 28 32 9 17   2   

Villanova 1300-1470  30-33 45                       

Virginia Tech 1180-1390  25-31 42                       

Wake Forest 1310-1470  29-33 21   43                   

Washington State 1020-1210  20-26         20               

Washington U in St. Louis 1470-1570  32-35 60 28 15     28     19       

Xavier  1070-1250  22-28   24 38         32         
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Top Ranked Colleges & Universities: ENGINEERING 
What Does It Take To Get In? 

US News College Rankings: Sept 2019 
 

  

Rank 

TOP RANKED 
UNDERGRADUATE 

ENGINEERING  
(highest degree: doctorate) 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 

Mid-50% 

ACT 

Mid-50% 

 

Rank 

TOP RANKED 
UNDERGRADUATE 

ENGINEERING  
(highest degree:  doctorate) 

% 
Accepted 

SAT 

Mid-50% 

ACT 

Mid-50% 

1 MIT 7% 1500-1570  34-36  49 Lehigh 22% 1270-1450  29-33 

2 Stanford 4% 1420-1570  32-35  49 Michigan State 78% 1110-1310  23-29 

3 U of California--Berkeley 15% 1300-1530  28-34  49 Rutgers--New Brunswick 60% 1190-1410  25-31 

4 CalTech 7% 1530-1580  35-36  54 Auburn 75% 1150-1310  25-30 

4 Georgia Tech 23% 1390-1540  31-34  54 Clemson 47% 1220-1400  27-32 

6 Carnegie Mellon 17% 1450-1550  33-35  54 Drexel 77% 1170-1380  25-30 

6 U of Illinois--Urbana-
Champaign 

62% 1220-1480  26-32  54 Tufts 15% 1380-1530  31-34 

6 U of Michigan--Ann Arbor 23% 1330-1510  30-34  54 U of Arizona 84% 1070-1310  21-28 

9 Cornell 11% 1390-1540  32-34  54 U of Delaware 62% 1170-1350  25-30 

9 Purdue--West Lafayette 58% 1180-1410  25-32  54 U of Pittsburgh 59% 1270-1430  28-33 

11 U of Texas--Austin 39% 1230-1480  27-33  61 Rochester Inst of Technology 66% 1200-1400  27-32 

12 Princeton 5% 1440-1570  32-35  61 U of Massachusetts--Amherst 60% 1200-1390  26-31 

13 Northwestern 8% 1430-1550  33-35  61 U of North Carolina--Chapel Hill 22% 1270-1470  27-33 

13 Virginia Tech 65% 1180-1390  25-31  61 U of Utah 67% 1130-1350  22-29 

15 Columbia 6% 1450-1560  33-35  61 Worcester Polytechnic 42% 1300-1460  29-33 

15 Johns Hopkins 11% 1470-1560  33-35  66 Colorado State 84% 1070-1280  23-28 

15 Texas A&M--College Station 67% 1170-1380  25-31  66 Michigan Tech 74% 1170-1360  24-30 

15 UCLA 14% 1270-1520  28-34  66 Missouri U of Sci & Tech—Rolla  84% 1180-1380  25-31 

15 U of Wisconsin--Madison 52% 1300-1480  27-32  66 NYU 20% 1310-1510  29-34 

20 Duke 9% 1450-1570  33-35  66 Oregon State 81% 1080-1310  22-28 

20 Rice 11% 1450-1560  33-35  66 Stony Brook—SUNY 42% 1230-1420  26-31 

20 U of California--San Diego 30% 1250-1470  26-33  66 University at Buffalo—SUNY 56% 1160-1330  24-29 

20 U Penn 8% 1440-1560  32-35  66 U of Iowa 83% 1120-1330  23-28 

20 U of Washington 49% 1220-1460  27-32  66 U of Tennessee 78% 1150-1330  25-31 

25 Harvard 5% 1460-1580  33-35  75 Illinois Institute of Technology 58% 1220-1400  26-31 

25 Penn State--University Park 56% 1160-1360  25-30  75 Stevens Institute of Technology 41% 1330-1480  30-33 

25 U of Maryland--College Park 47% 1290-1480  28-33  75 Syracuse 50% 1180-1370  25-30 

25 U of Minnesota--Twin Cities 52% 1270-1480  26-31  75 U of Connecticut 49% 1210-1420  26-31 

29 Ohio State--Columbus 52% 1240-1450  27-32  75 U of Illinois—Chicago 76% 1020-1220  21-27 

29 Rensselaer Polytech 43% 1330-1500  29-33  75 U of Rochester 29% 1320-1500  30-34 

29 U of California--Davis 41% 1150-1410  25-31  75 U of Texas—Dallas 81% 1220-1440  25-32 

29 U of Colorado--Boulder 82% 1150-1360  25-30  75 Washington State 77% 1020-1210  20-26 

29 U of Southern California 13% 1350-1530  30-34  83 Brigham Young—Provo 64% 1190-1420  26-31 

34 North Carolina State--Raleigh 47% 1250-1390  27-31  83 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 65% 1110-1320  22-29 

34 U of California--Santa Barbara 32% 1230-1480  26-32  83 George Washington 42% 1280-1460  29-32 

34 U of Florida 39% 1280-1440  27-32  83 Kansas State 94%   22-28 

34 Vanderbilt 10% 1450-1560  33-35  83 U of California--Riverside 51% 1110-1330  23-29 

34 Yale 6% 1450-1560  33-35  83 U of Central Florida 43% 1160-1340  25-29 

39 Arizona State--Tempe 85% 1130-1360  22-29  83 U of Cincinnati 73% 1160-1370  24-29 

39 Brown 8% 1420-1550  32-35  83 U of Houston 62% 1130-1310  22-28 

39 Case Western Reserve 29% 1350-1520  30-34  83 U of Kansas 92%   23-29 

39 U of California--Irvine 29% 1180-1440     83 U of Nebraska--Lincoln 80% 1130-1360  22-29 

39 U of Notre Dame 18% 1400-1550  33-35  93 Clarkson 71% 1160-1350  24-30 

39 U of Virginia 26% 1330-1500  30-34  93 CUNY--City College 38% 950-1190    

39 Washington U in St. Louis 15% 1470-1570  32-35  93 Louisiana State--Baton Rouge 74% 1070-1290  23-29 

46 Colorado School of Mines 49% 1290-1450  28-33  93 New Jersey Inst of Technology 64% 1190-1380  25-30 

46 Iowa State 91% 1092-1334  22-28  93 Oklahoma State 74% 1060-1280  22-28 

46 Northeastern 19% 1360-1540  32-34  93 Texas Tech 71% 1070-1240  22-27 

49 Boston Univ 22% 1330-1500  30-33  93 Tulane 17% 1350-1490  30-33 

49 Dartmouth 9% 1420-1560  31-35  93 U of Alabama 59% 1060-1280  23-31 
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The State University System of Florida  
Admission Statistics 

(Based on data presented at the SUS Admissions Tour in Fall 2019 & emails/calls with universities in June/July 2020) 
 

 

 Accepted Students: Summer & Fall 2019 Updated for Fall 2021 Admissions 

 
Mid 50% 

GPA 
Mid 50% 

SAT 
Mid 50% 

ACT 
% Acc Recs? Application 

E 
s 
s 
a 
y 

S 
S 
A 
R 

Deadline &  
Notification 

Dates for 2021 

FAMU 
3.27 s 
3.67 f 

1060 s 
1100 f 

20.2 s 
22.3 f 

60% s 

39% f 
2 Own Yes  

Rolling 
Final Deadlines: Mar 1 (s) | May 1 (f) 

 

Scholarship: Sept 30 

FAU 
3.20 - 3.82 s 
3.58 - 4.18 f 

1050 - 1170 s 
1120 - 1260 f 

21 - 25 s 
24 - 29 f 

51% s 

36% f  

Own 

Common 
 Yes 

Rolling  
Final Deadlines: Feb 15 (s) | Apr 15 (f) 

 

 

Scholarship: Jan 1  

FGCU 
3.68 s 
3.84 f 

1090 s 
1150 f 

21 s 
23 f 

62% s/f  
Appeal 

Only 
Own 

Common 
Yes Opt 

Early Action: Nov 1 
Final Deadline: March 1 

 

Scholarship Priority: Nov 1 

FIU 
3.6 - 4.2 s 
4.0 - 4.6 f 

1100 - 1190 s 
1240 - 1360 f 

22 - 25 s 
26 - 31 f 

79% s 

46% f 

2 
Only for 

Scholarship 
Own   

Rolling 
Final Deadlines: Mar 1 (s) | Apr 1 (f) 

 

Scholarship: Dec 1 (must also be admitted by Dec 1) 

FL Poly 3.5 - 4.2 f 1240 - 1390 f 27 - 31 f 73%* f 
(no summer) 

1-3  
Strongly 

Encouraged 

Own 
Common 

Yes Yes 
Rolling: Monthly decisions start in Nov 

Priority: Nov 1 | Final: Apr 1 

Scholarship: Nov 1 

FSU 
3.7 - 4.3 s 
4.1 - 4.5 f 

1190 - 1300 s 
1270 - 1390 f 

25 - 29 s 
28 - 32 f 

44% s 

33% f  

Own 
Common 
Coalition 

Yes Yes 
Deadline: Dec 1 

Priority Notification: Feb 18 
 

Honors: Nov 1 

New 3.68 - 4.34 f 1160 - 1350 f 25 - 31 f 61% f 
(no summer) 

1+ 
Own 

Common 
Opt Opt 

Rolling 
Final Deadline: Apr 15 

 

Scholarship: Feb 15 

UCF 
3.67 - 4.15 s 
3.99 - 4.47 f 

1140 - 1230 s 
1280 - 1390 f 

23 - 27 s 
27 - 31 f 

50% s 

43% f  
Own 

Common 
Yes Own 

”SPARK” 

Rolling 
 

Final Deadlines:  
Mar 1 (s) | May 1 (f)  

UF 
4.4 - 4.6 s 
4.3 - 4.6 f 

1270 - 1400 s 
1340 - 1470 f 

28 - 32 s 
30 - 33 f 

40% s 

39% f  
Common 
Coalition 

Yes Yes 
Deadline: Nov 1 
Decision: Feb 26 

UNF 
3.3 - 3.8 s 
4.0 - 4.5 f 

1070 - 1190 s 
1200 - 1320 f 

21 - 24 s 
25 - 28 f 

74% s 

31% f  
Own 

Common 
 Opt 

Rolling 
Final Deadlines: May 1 (s) | Jul 1 (f) 

 

Scholarship: Oct 15 

USF 
3.6 - 3.8 s 
4.1 - 4.3 f 

1150 - 1195 s 
1260 - 1325 f 

23 - 25 s 
27 - 30 f 45% s/f  

Own 
Coalition 
Common 

Opt  

Rolling  
Priority: Nov 1 | Final: Mar 1 

 

Scholarship: Jan 15 

UWF 
3.75 s 
3.9 f 

1140 s 
1173 f 

23 s 
25 f 

61% s 

53% f   
Own 

Common 
Opt  

Priority: Dec 1 | Decisions: Early Jan 
Rolling thereafter 

 

Final Deadlines: May 1 (s) | June 1 (f) 

  
s = Summer  •  f = Fall  

All SUS institutions superscore the SAT & ACT • SUS institutions do not require SAT or ACT Essay 
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The State University System of Florida  
Honors Programs 

(emails/calls with universities in June/July 2020) 
 
 

 
   GPA* SAT ACT     Apply or Invited to Join? 

FAMU Min 3.5 
(unweighted)  1200  27 Invited to apply 

FAU 

Mid-50% 
Wilkes Honors 

College 
3.96-4.4 1210-1360 27-31 

Anyone can apply at the same time as regular 
application, but must use Common App and add Wilkes 
Honors College of FAU under the “My Colleges” tab 

Min  
University  

Honors Program 
4.0 1250 26 

Automatic invitation to join University Honors Program, 
but all other students are encouraged to apply 

FGCU 
Min 3.5 1220 25 Invited to apply 

Min 3.9 1320 28 Automatic invitation to join 

FIU Min  3.5  1270  27  
Invited to apply, but automatic invitation to join if GPA 
is at least 4.0 

FL 
POLY 

No program 

FSU Avg 4.4 1500 33 
Apply for Honors through the Application Status Check 
website (if you checked the Honors box on your 
application) 

New Holistic review 

UCF Avg  4.41  1466 32.7 
Anyone can apply, but some students 
are encouraged to apply 

UF Mid-50%  4.5-4.7  1400-1500 31-34 
Apply for Honors at same time as regular application , 
by checking a box on the application to indicate interest 
in the Honors Program and writing honors essays 

UNF Min 4.0 1200 26 
Apply for Hicks Honors College at  
same time as regular application 

USF 
Min 

Min  

3.8 

4.0  

1360-1390 

1370 

29 

30  

Invited to apply 

Automatic invitation to join 

UWF Min  4.0 1270 27 Automatic invitation to join 

All GPAs are weighted unless otherwise noted 
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The State University System of Florida 
Minimum Eligibility Scale 

https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/6_002FINAL_FTIC_03252020.pdf 
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/6_008FINAL_PreparatoryTesting03252020.pdf  

Emails from Lynda Page, Associate Director, Academic and Student Affairs, FL Board of Governors & Hege Ferguson, FSU Director of Admission 
 

To be considered for admission to an SUS school, students must meet minimum eligibility standards: 

If your recalculated GPA is 2.5-2.99, you must meet  
minimum cut-score requirements: 

 
Reading Math Writing 

SAT 24  
(subscore) 

24  
(subscore) 

25  
(subscore) 

ACT 19 19 17 

PERT 106 114 103 

Next-Gen 
Accuplacer 

245 242 245 

Regardless of GPA and test scores, all students must 
meet the following academic unit requirements: 

High School  

Academic Unit Requirements 

English  4 

Math (Alg 1 & higher) 4 

Natural Science (2 w/lab) 3 

Social Science  3 

Foreign Language  2 

Academic Electives  2 
 

    There are no minimum cut-score requirements for  
      students with a recalculated GPA of 3.0 or higher 

Even if a student meets these minimum criteria, it does not guarantee admission. 

You can see how coursework may be applied to SUS admissions at this website and entering the course code number or 
name: https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse. Specific course code information can be found 
here: http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7746/urlt/1920CCD-Basic9-12.pdf.  

Industry certifications that count as high school math or science credit towards graduation do not meet math or science 
academic units for SUS admissions.  Algebra 1a and 1b are together counted as one math for SUS admission (as opposed 
to 2 credits towards high school graduation.) 

Profile Assessment: A student applying for admission who does not meet these requirements may be eligible 
for admission through a student profile assessment which considers additional factors, including, but not 
limited to, the following: family educational background, socioeconomic status, and graduation from a low-
performing high school, graduation from an international baccalaureate program, geographic location, and 
special talents. These additional factors shall not include preferences in the admissions process for applicants 
on the basis of race, national origin or sex. The student may be admitted if, in the judgment of an appropriate 
faculty committee, there is sufficient evidence that the student can be expected to succeed at the institution. 

Talented 20:  Students placing in the top 20% of their public high school graduating class who meet the 
eligibility standards are guaranteed admission to a state university (not necessarily the institution of choice).  
Students who are denied by 3 state universities and not accepted at any should work with their Head of 
School to receive a complementary review of transcripts by the other universities. The Head of School will 
contact the Board of Governors Office to establish the appeal. 

https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/6_002FINAL_FTIC_03252020.pdf
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/6_008FINAL_PreparatoryTesting03252020.pdf
https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7746/urlt/1920CCD-Basic9-12.pdf
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University of Florida 
Profile of Admitted Freshmen (2018, 2019, 2020) 

https://admissions.ufl.edu/blog/2019/04/11/uf-s-class-of-2023.html & admissions.ufl.edu/blog/2018/02/23/class-of-twenty-two.html 
https://admissions.ufl.edu/apply/freshman/ & Emails from Charles Murphy, Director of Admission 

Few students are admitted purely on academic merit. While the potential for academic success is a primary 
consideration, UF's comprehensive holistic application review considers personal essays, academic awards, 
extracurricular activities, family background and home community. All information in the applicant's file, 
academic and non-academic, is considered in relation to the size and strength of the applicant pool. 

 

AVERAGES 
ACCEPTED 

STUDENTS (2018) 

AVERAGES 
ACCEPTED 

STUDENTS (2019) 

AVERAGES 
ACCEPTED 

STUDENTS (2020) 

 Innovation Academy: 500 students admitted to 
this program dedicated to students with a 
creative and innovative mindset. IA offers 30 
majors and a non-traditional schedule where 
students have their fall semester off for travel, 
internships or research. 
 

PaCE: 3,000+ students accepted into the 
Pathway to Campus Enrollment (PaCE) 
program, a blended experience of online and 
on-campus classes. 

 

GPA 4.4 4.3-4.6 4.4-4.6  

SAT 1360 1330-1460 1320-1460  

ACT 30 29-33 30-33  

% ADMITTED 35% 33.3% 35%  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applicants to programs in Music, Art and Art History and Theatre and Dance have additional requirements/auditions 

                                                                                                                  

Admission Rate by GPA (2013) Admission Rate by SAT (2013) 

Admission Rate by # Core Courses (2013) 

https://admissions.ufl.edu/blog/2019/04/11/uf-s-class-of-2023.html
http://www.admissions.ufl.edu/blog/2018/02/23/class-of-twenty-two.html
https://admissions.ufl.edu/apply/freshman/
https://admissions.ufl.edu/learn/pace/
https://arts.ufl.edu/academics/music/undergraduate-admissions/application/
https://arts.ufl.edu/academics/art-and-art-history/undergraduate-admissions/
https://arts.ufl.edu/academics/theatre-and-dance/undergraduate-admissions/
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Florida State University 
Profile of Admitted Freshmen (2018, 2019, 2020) 

 Emails from FSU’s Director of Admission, Hege Ferguson, and http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/pathways/ 
  

 

FSU received 60,891 applications for 6,000 spots in 2020, up 8% over the previous year’s applications. Admission is 
competitive with only 29% of applicants accepted this year. Here are some stats for that admitted class: 

 68% earned all As and Bs 

 9 AP courses, on average 

 59% took calculus or higher 

 41% have four years of one language or took AP/IB level 
 
A variety of factors are considered in the review process, including the essay, the pattern and quality of courses and 
curriculum, grade trends, class rank, and educational objectives. Applicants who bring other important attributes to the 
University community may also receive additional consideration. These applicants include students applying to the CARE 
Summer Bridge Program (disadvantaged students), visual and performing artists, and skilled athletes. Contact the 
academic department directly if majoring in dance; motion picture, television, and recording arts; music; or theatre. 
 

 Class Entering in 2018 Class Entering in 2019 Class Entering in 2020 

 Summer Fall Summer Fall Summer Fall 

GPA 3.8-4.3 4.1-4.5 3.7-4.3 4.1-4.5 3.9-4.4 4.1-4.5 

SAT 1210-1310 1290-1400 1190-1300 1270-1390 1200-1330 1290-1410 

ACT 25-29 28-32 25-29 28-32 26-30 29-32 

The December SAT & February ACT are the latest tests that can be used for admission 
 

 Required High School Course Units 
The units listed below represent the minimum required for 
admission consideration: 
 4 units of English, at least 3 with substantial writing  
 4 units of mathematics at the Algebra I level and higher  
 3 units of natural science, at least two with laboratory 
 3 units of social science 
 2 sequential units of the same foreign language or ASL 
 2 elective units, preferably in English, math, natural science, 

social science, or foreign language 
 

Admission is selective, and admitted students typically exceed 
the minimum requirements as you can see on the right  

Seminole Pathways Program 

Students selected to participate will be able to join the Tallahassee  
campus after completing one of four pathways: 

 FSU Panama City Summer & Fall Pathway 

 FSU International Programs First Semester Abroad Pathway 

 FSU International Programs First Year Abroad Pathway  

 Transfer Pathway 

Pathways Acceptances 

 2018 2019 

GPA 3.5 - 3.9 3.7 - 4.2 

SAT 1180 - 1260 1160 - 1300 

ACT 24 - 28 24 - 30 

 

http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/pathways/
http://care.fsu.edu/
http://dance.fsu.edu/
http://film.fsu.edu/
http://music.fsu.edu/
http://theatre.fsu.edu/
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University of Central Florida 
Profile of Admitted Freshmen (2017-2020) 

From UCF’s web site, Aug 23, 2018: http://admissions.ucf.edu/apply/counselors/ https://www.ucf.edu/admissions/undergraduate/freshman/ 
https://ikm.ucf.edu/facts-and-reports/enrollment-statistics/2018-19-enrollment/  

https://www.ucf.edu/about-ucf/facts/ & emails with Admissions in July 2020 
 

  

 Class 
ENTERING in  

Fall 2017 

Class 
ENTERING in  

Fall 2018 

Class 
ENTERING in  

Fall 2019 

Class 
ENTERING in  

Fall 2020 

GPA 4.06 
4.1-4.5 

4.08 4.15 4.17 

SAT 1318 
1290-1400 

1320 
1290-1400 

1330 1330 

ACT 28.1 
28-32 

28.2 
28-32 

29 29 

National Merit Scholars 88 82 90 81 

Minority Enrollment 45% 45.8% 47.3% 48% 

 
Top 15 Degrees Conferred 

Psychology BS 
Health Sciences BS (Pre-Clinical) 

Integrated Business BSBA 
Hospitality Management BS 

Criminal Justice BS 
Finance BSBA 

Interdisciplinary Studies BS 
Biomedical Sciences BS 

Sport and Exercise Science BS 
Elementary Education BS 

Nursing BSN 
Health Services Administration BS 

Mechanical Engineering BSME 
Computer Science BS 
Political Science BA 

 

Top 5 States for Freshmen 
Florida 

New Jersey 
Georgia 

New York 
Ohio 

 

Top 5 Countries for Freshmen 
Venezuela 

China 
United Kingdom 

Brazil 
Colombia 

 

University Diversity 
White: 46.5% 

Hispanic/Latino: 26.7% 
Black: 10.7% 
Asian: 6.4% 

International: 4.4% 
Multiracial: 3.7% 

Not Specified: 0.1% 
 

Florida Residency Status 
In-State: 91% 

Out-of-State: 9% 
 

 

College and Interdisciplinary School Undergrad Graduate Medical Total 

Arts and Humanities  4,090 426   4,516 
Business  8,019 915   8,934 
Community Innovation and Education  5,786 3,108   8,894 
Engineering and Computer Science  10,635 1,765   12,400 
Graduate Studies    148   148 
Health Professions and Sciences  6,194 886   7,080 
Medicine  3,197 144 489 3,830 
Nicholson School of Communication and Media  3,828 219   4,047 
Nursing  2,729 477   3,206 
Optics and Photonics  143 134   277 
Rosen College of Hospitality Management  2,836 304   3,140 
Sciences  9,707 738   10,445 
Undergraduate Studies  1,621     1,621 
Undeclared 698 289   987 
University Total 59,483 9,553 489 69,525 

 

http://admissions.ucf.edu/apply/counselors/
https://www.ucf.edu/admissions/undergraduate/freshman/
https://ikm.ucf.edu/facts-and-reports/enrollment-statistics/2018-19-enrollment/
https://www.ucf.edu/about-ucf/facts/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/psychology-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/health-sciences-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/integrated-business-bsba/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/hospitality-management-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/criminal-justice-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/finance-bsba/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/interdisciplinary-studies-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/biomedical-sciences-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/elementary-education-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/nursing-bsn/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/health-services-administration-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/mechanical-engineering-bsme/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/computer-science-bs/
https://www.ucf.edu/degree/political-science-ba/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/arts-humanities/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/business-administration/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/community-innovation-education/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/engineering-computer-science/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/graduate-studies/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/health-professions-sciences/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/medicine/
https://communication.ucf.edu/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/nursing/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/optics-photonics/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/rosen-college-hospitality-management/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/sciences/
https://www.ucf.edu/college/undergraduate-studies/
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Is Early Decision or Early Action for You? 
 

 

By early October, you should determine if you are interested in applying to college under an Early Decision or 
Early Action plan. 
 

EARLY DECISION/EARLY ACTION 

Many colleges offer an Early Decision or Early Action option whereby you apply early in your senior year, 
typically by November 1, and you’re notified by the middle of December with one of these decisions: 

 Accepted 
 Deferred into the regular admissions pool 
 Denied  

 

In recent years, an increasing number of colleges have been taking more and more of their classes early. In 
most cases, the early admits reflect anywhere from a third to half of the entering freshman class. Because of 
numbers like these, more students than ever are applying early.  
 

I V Y  L E A G U E  S T A T I S T I C S  

University 

Admission Decisions ― Fall 2009 & Fall 2020 Expected % of 
Early Admits     
in the 2020 

Enrolled Class 

Early  
Acceptance Rate 

 Estimated Regular  
Acceptance Rate 

 Overall 
Acceptance Rate 

2009 2020  2009 2020  2009 2020 

            
  Brown (ED)  23.5% 17.5%  9.5% 5.4%  10.8% 6.9%  47.1% 

  Columbia (ED)  20.2% 14.6%  8.5% 5.1%  9.8% 6.2%     46.8%*  

  Cornell (ED)  36.7% 23.8%  17.2%   8.8%*  19.1%  10.6%*  49.6% 

  Dartmouth (ED)  25.9% 26.4%  10.8% 6.9%  12.0% 8.8%  47.8% 

  Harvard (SCEA)  N/A 13.9%  7.3% 3.2%  7.3% 4.9%  43.8% 

  Penn (ED)  31.5% 19.6%  14.4% 6.0%  17.1% 8.1%  65.4% 

  Princeton (SCEA**)  N/A 15.8%  9.9% 3.7%  9.9% 5.6%  52.9% 

  Yale (SCEA)  13.4% 13.8%  5.9% 5.1%  7.5% 6.5%  60.9% 

Fall 2009 data: www.hernandezcollegeconsulting.com/ivy-league-admissions-statistics/   
Fall 2019 data: https://www.toptieradmissions.com/resources/college-admissions-statistics/ivy-league-admission-statistics-for-class-of-2023/ 

Fall 2020 data: https://www.toptieradmissions.com/counseling/college/2024-ivy-league-admissions-statistics/ 
Harvard & Princeton ended early admissions programs following the 2006-2007 application season, but reinstated them as SINGLE CHOICE EARLY ACTION starting with fall 2012 admission. 

 

* 2019 data       ** Princeton temporarily dropped SCEA for admission in 2021 

An acceptance at a school where you have applied Early Decision is BINDING — you must enroll if accepted! 
However, some colleges may let you out of the ED obligation if your financial need is not met — but you’ll 
need to check a college’s policy in advance. 

http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/brown.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/columbia.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/cornell.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/dartmouth.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/harvard.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/penn.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/princeton.asp
http://www.admissionsconsultants.com/college/yale.asp
http://www.hernandezcollegeconsulting.com/ivy-league-admissions-statistics/
https://www.toptieradmissions.com/resources/college-admissions-statistics/ivy-league-admission-statistics-for-class-of-2023/
https://www.toptieradmissions.com/counseling/college/2024-ivy-league-admissions-statistics/
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ISSUES TO CONSIDER BEFORE APPLYING EARLY DECISION 

 Because many colleges fill as much as ½ of their 
freshman class through early application plans, your 
chances of admission may be substantially lower if you 
don’t apply early. 

 Because of the binding nature of ED, only students who 
have made an extensive college search should consider 
applying early. Early decision will affect you not just for 
the next four years, but for the rest of your life. 

 If you apply early, you cannot improve your profile 
(GPA, scores, activities). Does the profile that you have compiled thus far match the requirements of your 
ED college? If your grades have been rising steadily, chances are they will also go up in the fall of your 
senior year. This improvement may be what it takes to get into the college through regular decision. 

 Until you hear from your ED college, you should operate under the idea that you will not be accepted. 
Continue to investigate other colleges so that if you are not accepted, you will not be starting from scratch. 
Preparing yourself this way will make it much easier for you to get your applications and essays together to 
meet January or February deadlines. 

 

WHO SHOULDN’T APPLY EARLY?  

 If your record is merely mediocre in light of a college's traditional applicant pool, then applying early will 
not give you any better chance of admission. 

 How well can you handle rejection? It can put you into a real panic when it comes to applying during the 
regular round. The trauma of being rejected in December seems to be worse than the trauma of being 
rejected in April because you won't have the acceptance letter from another school to soften the blow. 

 If you are interested in applying early so that you can “blow off” your senior year, forget about it! Students 
who spend their senior year disinterested in their school work are not only miserable, but they make 
others miserable as well. And they risk joining a growing number of seniors who, after initial acceptance by 
a college, are subsequently rejected. 

 Students who also apply for financial aid may be giving up a tactical advantage by applying early. Those 
who apply regular decision can shop around among the colleges accepting them to see which one offers 
the best financial aid package. For those who apply early, the only option is to accept the financial aid 
package offered by the ED college.  
 

EARLY DECISION II 

Some colleges — like George Washington, Vanderbilt, and Emory —offer a second early decision deadline (ED 
II) which allows a student to apply in January with notification in March. This may be a viable option for 
students who were not accepted during ED I and who would still like some certainty before the spring, and for 
students who make a later decision to commit to one particular college. Any student considering this option 
should heed all of the same warnings listed above.  
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YOU MAY APPLY EARLY DECISION TO ONLY ONE COLLEGE!  

However, you may apply to one college ED I and another college ED II if you are deferred or denied by the first 
college. Once deferred, your application is no longer “binding.” If you are denied during ED, you cannot 
reapply the same year. In most circumstances, you can also apply to other colleges Early Action. However, you 
must check each individual college’s EA/ED rules. 

 

THE EARLY APPLICATION ADVANTAGE 

Although many colleges deny that there is an advantage to applying early, the chart below – which focuses on 
the eight Ivy League colleges plus Stanford and MIT – speaks volumes to the contrary. This trend extends 
across the board to virtually every selective university that offers an early plan. So, clearly, your admission 
odds are much higher when applying in the early round versus regular. There is no guarantee that you’ll get in 
early, and you must have an academic record and test scores well within the college’s admission range. Always 
remember that your transcript and SAT/ACT scores are #1! That said, you should seriously consider applying 
early only if that college, after significant research and campus visits, is undoubtedly your top choice, not just 
because your chances are improved by applying early.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.toptieradmissions.com/counseling/college/2024-ivy-league-admissions-statistics/ 

 

 

https://www.toptieradmissions.com/counseling/college/2024-ivy-league-admissions-statistics/
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EARLY ACTION  

Several colleges — such as University of Miami — offer an Early Action option. Unlike ED, an accepted 
applicant is not bound to the college and may apply to other colleges. Early Action still offers you a tactical 
advantage — your chances of being accepted Early Action tend to be better than your chances of being 
accepted in the regular pool. Besides, an early acceptance can help relieve the tension of the application 
process. Therefore, you should always take advantage of EARLY ACTION for any college that offers it 
without restrictions! 
 

The original intention of the Early Action plan was to enable students to apply to multiple colleges under an 
Early Action plan, and even apply to another college under an Early Decision plan. In most cases, that is still 
true. However, there are some colleges that have “Restrictive” or “Single Choice” early plans which restrict 
your ability to apply to other colleges either EA or ED. It is up to you to check each college’s EA/ED rules.  
 

University Restrictive or Single Choice Early Action Plan  NON-BINDING 
Georgetown 
 

https://uadmission
s.georgetown.edu/
applying/early-
action/  

In keeping with this principle, students applying under the Early Action program may not apply to any binding Early 
Decision programs since they then would not be free to choose Georgetown if admitted. Students are, however, 
allowed to apply to other Early Action or other Regular Decision programs while simultaneously applying to 
Georgetown’s Early Action program. Candidates not admitted under the Early Action program are deferred to the 
spring review. There is no statistical advantage in applying Early Action, as both our Early Action and Regular Decision 
pools will have roughly the same acceptance rate. Typically, about 15 percent of the candidates deferred from Early 
Action are successful during the spring review. 

Harvard  
 

https://college.h
arvard.edu/admi
ssions/apply/first
-year-applicants 

Early Action is a non-binding early program, meaning that if you are admitted you are not obligated to enroll. If you 
apply to Harvard under our Early Action program, you may also apply at the same time to any public college/university 
or to foreign universities but you are restricted from applying to other private universities’ Early Action and Early 
Decision programs. 

Notre Dame  
 

https://admissions
.nd.edu/apply/earl
y-action-regular-
decision/ 

 A student applying Restrictive Early Action to Notre Dame may apply to other Early Action programs.  

 A student applying Restrictive Early Action to Notre Dame may not apply to any college or university in their 
binding Early Decision program.  

The Admissions Committee advises students to apply in the Restrictive Early Action process only if they are in the very 
top ranges of our applicant pool. 

Princeton  
(suspended 
this policy for 
2021) 

You may not apply to an early program at any other private college or university.  However: 

 You may apply early to any public institution or service academy, as long as the decision is nonbinding. 

 You may apply early to any international institution, as long as the decision is nonbinding. 

 You may apply early to any college or university with a nonbinding rolling admission process. 

Stanford  
 

https://admissio
n.stanford.edu/a
pply/decision_pr
ocess/index.html 

 You may not apply to any other private college/university under their Early Action, Restrictive Early Action, Early 
Decision, or Early Notification plan. 

 You may not apply to any public university under an early binding plan, such as Early Decision. 
Exceptions: You may simultaneously apply to Stanford REA and to the following: 

 any public college/university with a non-binding early application plan or early application deadline. 

 any college/university with a non-binding rolling admission process. 

 any foreign college/university with a non-binding application plan on any schedule. 

 any college/university with an early deadline for a scholarship or special academic program, as long as: 
1. the decision is non-binding; and 
2. in order to be considered for the scholarship or program, the student must apply in the early round or by an 

early deadline. 

Yale  
 

https://admissio
ns.yale.edu/singl
e-choice-early-
action 

If you apply early to Yale, you are indicating that the only Early Action/Early Decision application you intend to file is 
Yale’s, unless another early application is covered by one of the exceptions listed below. You may apply to another 
institution’s early admission program as follows: 
 You may apply to any college’s non-binding rolling admission program. 
 You may apply to any public institution at any time, provided that admission is non-binding.  
 You may apply to another college’s Early Decision II program, but only if notification of admission is after Jan 1.  
 You may apply to another college’s Early Action II program. 
 You may apply to any institution outside of the United States at any time. 

https://uadmissions.georgetown.edu/applying/early-action/
https://uadmissions.georgetown.edu/applying/early-action/
https://uadmissions.georgetown.edu/applying/early-action/
https://uadmissions.georgetown.edu/applying/early-action/
https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/apply/first-year-applicants
https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/apply/first-year-applicants
https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/apply/first-year-applicants
https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/apply/first-year-applicants
https://admissions.nd.edu/apply/early-action-regular-decision/
https://admissions.nd.edu/apply/early-action-regular-decision/
https://admissions.nd.edu/apply/early-action-regular-decision/
https://admissions.nd.edu/apply/early-action-regular-decision/
https://admissions.nd.edu/apply/admission-statistics
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/decision_process/index.html
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/decision_process/index.html
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/decision_process/index.html
https://admission.stanford.edu/apply/decision_process/index.html
https://admissions.yale.edu/single-choice-early-action
https://admissions.yale.edu/single-choice-early-action
https://admissions.yale.edu/single-choice-early-action
https://admissions.yale.edu/single-choice-early-action
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Letters of Recommendation 
 

 

Colleges are especially interested in what your academic teachers and Head of School have to say about your 
personal and academic qualities. Teachers should write anecdotally about your performance in a particular 
course, often commenting on your extracurricular activities and personal qualities. The counselor or school 
recommendation is typically written by your Head of School (but can be written by anyone else in your 
school’s administration), and it’s your responsibility to make sure that person knows you well enough to write 
you a good recommendation. An overall assessment of your academic performance, personal qualities, and 
disciplinary record, this recommendation brings together all the threads of your life at Score Academy in as 
positive a light as possible.  

 
LINE UP YOUR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Many colleges require recommendations from 1-2 teachers and/or your Head of School. Some applications 
require recommendation forms – to which your teachers and/or Head of School will attach their letters of 
recommendation. However, the majority of applications incorporate online recommendations – whereby your 
teachers and/or Head of School will write and submit their recommendation letters online.  
 

People writing your recommendations will find it quite helpful — and tend to write more insightful 
recommendations — if you also give them a copy of your activity résumé. It can also be helpful to a teacher if 
you include a brief letter about what inspired you the most in his or her class.  
 
At least a month or two before a college’s deadline date, ask your Head of School and two academic teachers 
— preferably those you’ve had during your junior year — if they’ll write college recommendations for you. 
Speak with each teacher individually and ask if he or she will be able to support your college application with a 
letter. Asking for a recommendation is a big favor and you should treat it like one.  
 

Make sure to share each college’s deadline date with your Head of School and the teachers writing your 
recommendations so they can complete their recommendations on time.  
 
Some recommendations include a statement about waiving your rights to read the recommendation. We 
strongly suggest that you sign this statement, as colleges tend to give more credence to such 
recommendations. 
 
If a college uses recommendation forms instead of online recommendations, print the form and complete the 
top section with your identifying information before giving it to your recommenders. Recommendation forms 
along with stamped envelopes addressed to the colleges should be given as early in the senior year as possible 
to your Head of School and to the teachers who are writing your recommendations to ensure meeting the 
colleges’ deadline dates.  
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OUTSIDE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Most universities allow you to include an additional recommendation from someone if it adds significant 
information not provided by your teachers or Head of School (e.g., a supervisor from work, an athletic coach, 
etc.). It is critical that the writer know you personally so he or she can relate specific knowledge of your 
character or ability. A letter that speaks highly of your family is of little value because it doesn’t let the colleges 
know more about you. Beware: too many letters of recommendation spoil the application. You should also 
give these people stamped envelopes addressed to your colleges if the recommendations cannot be 
submitted electronically. 

 

 

 

 

UF, FSU, and UCF DO NOT REQUIRE RECOMMENDATIONS! 

However, UCF has an optional counselor recommendation on its website: 

https://apply.ucf.edu/forms/forms/counselor-recommendation/  
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Completing Your Applications 
 

 

By the time the senior year begins, you should be ready to fill out your applications. College admissions 
officers read all application forms very carefully, and you should regard each of your application forms as a 
vital component of your candidacy. At home, keep all your college materials in ONE PLACE — perhaps in a 
large, folder-width, plastic box—the kind you can purchase at an office supply store… or even a small rolling 
suitcase! 
 
 

WHICH APPLICATIONS TO USE 

College applications tend to be available by the middle or late summer before your senior year. There are 
several types of application from which to choose, highlighted by these: 

 Common Application (www.commonapp.org) – accepted by Common App’s 
900+ member colleges, including 10 of Florida’s state universities − FAU, FGCU, 

Florida Poly, FSU, New College, UCF, UF, UNF, USF, and UWF − and 21 of 
Florida’s private colleges 

 Coalition for Access, Affordability, & Success Application (www.mycoalition.org) 
– 150+ Coalition App member colleges, including UF, FSU, and USF. 

 College’s own application (on its own website; also called an “institutional 
application”)  

 
Many colleges accept both the Common App and the Coalition App – and since many students find the 
Common App easier to complete than the Coalition App, we suggest using the Common App for those 
colleges. On the other hand, some colleges’ essay requirements are not the same for these two applications, 
so you should check them out in advance of deciding which application to use. For colleges that require the 
Coalition App, you have no choice but to use it. Similarly for colleges that require their own application – you 
have no choice but to use it. However, when a college accepts the Common App in addition to any other 
application, you’ll probably find the Common App easier to complete.  
 
Colleges do not have a preference for one application over another, but using the Common or Coalition App 
for multiple colleges will save you time. Regardless of which application you use, you’ll complete and submit it 
online. Send only one application to a college. 
 
Always print a copy of your application for your own records before submitting it – just in case something 
happens to the one you submit. And always have someone else proofread your complete application before 
you submit it! 

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.mycoalition.org/


College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
28 

FILLING OUT COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
 

READ AND HEED THE DEADLINES! 

Start on your applications at least 6-8 weeks before they are due in order to give yourself ample time to make 
revisions.  

 Early Decision/Early Action deadlines tend to be November 1st. The University of 
Florida is a notable exception with a regular decision deadline of November 1st. 

 Most Regular Decision deadlines are in January or later, but it’s much better to 
submit an application before Thanksgiving.  

 Colleges that offer Rolling Admissions make decisions on a first-come-first-served 
basis, so it’s best to submit those applications soon after school starts in the fall. 

 

ACTIVITY RÉSUMÉ 

To enhance your application, you may create a detailed résumé of your most meaningful activities throughout 
high school. Your résumé should include your school activities, personal activities, community service, 
religious/cultural activities, special interests, summer experiences, work experiences, and honors. Organize 
the résumé by activity, from most important to least important — not chronologically. Emphasize leadership, 
initiative, accomplishments, impact, and unique opportunities. Include details about the following: 

 What you actually did & why you did it — emphasizing what distinguishes your 
participation and leadership roles 

 The impact of your experience on you and/or others  

 Grades in which you did the activity (or calendar year for summer activities) 
 

A college-application résumé should be limited to 1-2 pages. Including your résumé as part of your application 
is not a substitute for completing the activity chart that appears on most applications. For some applications, 
you will be able to cut-and-paste important elements of your résumé into the application (e.g., UF); other 
applications will allow you to upload your résumé before you electronically submit the application (e.g., FSU as 
well as about ⅓ of the Common App colleges – on their Writing Supplement or Questions page).  
 
If an application doesn’t provide an opportunity to include your résumé, there are a few ways to share your 
résumé with that college – providing that college doesn’t prohibit your sending additional information: 

 Email or snail-mail your résumé to the admissions rep responsible for your 
geographic location. 

 If it’s a Common App college, you can respond YES to the Additional Information 
question and copy-and-paste salient parts of your résumé into the Additional 
Information section on the Writing page. By salient, we mean only those activities 
whose details you could not completely convey in Common App’s limited 150-
character text box on the Activities page. Since you submit one application at a time 
through Common App, for a college that does permit you to upload your résumé, 
change your response to the Additional Information question to NO so the college 
won’t see the salient résumé details (it will see only the uploaded résumé).  
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ESSAYS 

Virtually every college requires you to write at least one essay (often referred to as a “personal statement”) to 
provide more insight into who you are. (See the Application Essays section.) 

 

THE FINAL CHECK-LIST 
 Make sure to thoroughly check your application – and print a copy of it for your records – before 

submitting it.  

 Have someone else proofread everything after you’ve done it yourself. 

  Don't wait until the last minute to submit! Use a spreadsheet to keep track of your submission dates. 
 

 

APPLICATION FEE 

Remember to pay the application fee (if the college requires one) when you submit your application. If your 
family will have difficulty paying this fee, ask your Head of School to request a "fee waiver." 
 

 

FOLLOWING UP 
About 1-2 weeks after submitting an application, check the status of your application (typically through a 
college’s online portal) to make sure that your file is “complete” — which means that the college has received 
all of the following: 

 Application 

 Official transcript (if required) 

 Official SAT or ACT score report (if required) 

 Teacher recommendations (if required) 

 School/counselor recommendation (if required) 

 Application fee (if required) 
 

Transcripts: Seven of Florida’s state universities − FAU, FGCU, FL Poly, FSU, New College, UF, and UNF − do not 
require an official transcript at the time of application. Instead, these universities require students to complete the 
SSAR (Self-Reported Student Academic Record: https://www.selfreportedtranscript.com/ssar/Login.aspx) in lieu of sending 
their transcript. UCF has a similar requirement, but uses its own platform (SPARK) for your self-reported academic 
record. In lieu of the SSAR, FL Poly will accept an unofficial transcript, including an email or text with a screen shot 
of your unofficial transcript. The University of California system does not require an official transcript at the time of 
application, but asks you to self-report your courses and grades (https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply-now.html) 
as does every Texas public university (https://www.applytexas.org). More than a dozen other state universities, 
including LSU, Penn State, Rutgers, Delaware, Oregon, Pitt, Tennessee, and Virginia Tech, require the Self-Reported 
Academic Record (SRAR: https://scarletcs.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360024423094-Which-colleges-universities-accept-the-

SRAR-). For ALL of these schools, send an official transcript only if you’re admitted and decide to enroll. 
 

Questions about completing the SSAR? 

Video instructions: http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/videos/ 

Q&A: https://www.unf.edu/admissions/apply/SSAR.aspx 
 

 
Score Reports: FAU, FSU, and New College do not require an official SAT or ACT score report at the time of 
application. Send an official score report only if you’re accepted and matriculate. There’s a growing trend among 
colleges to use self-reported scores to make admission decisions, so it’s important to check each college’s 
requirements. You’ll find a list of such colleges here: https://www.compassprep.com/self-reporting-test-scores/. 

https://www.selfreportedtranscript.com/ssar/Login.aspx
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply-now.html
https://www.applytexas.org/
https://scarletcs.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360024423094-Which-colleges-universities-accept-the-SRAR-
https://scarletcs.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360024423094-Which-colleges-universities-accept-the-SRAR-
http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/videos/
http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/videos/
https://www.unf.edu/admissions/apply/SSAR.aspx
https://www.unf.edu/admissions/apply/SSAR.aspx
https://www.compassprep.com/self-reporting-test-scores/


College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
30 

 

 

 

The Common Application 
Accepted by FAU, FGCU, Florida Poly, FSU, New College, UCF, UF, UNF, USF, and UWF, and 21 private colleges in Florida 

(see the Appendix for a complete list of Common App colleges)  
 

COMPLETING THE COMMON APPLICATION 
commonapp.org   

 

REGISTRATION   
After completing the registration to create your account, you are ready to begin completing your application. 
Be sure your email address is accurate; otherwise, you may not receive updates from Common App or your 
selected colleges. Make sure your email account will not block info@commonapp.org. You need to have a 
“serious” email address rather than something frivolous like BocaPrince@aol.com. Once you’ve started your 
Common App, regularly check your email, as colleges will communicate with you that way. 
 

APPLICATION SECTIONS 
The Common Application website is divided into several sections: 

 Dashboard: Status overview for each college you have selected 
 My Colleges: Page where students take action for specific colleges  
 Common App: The application itself: including questions asked by all colleges 
 College Search: Where you can search for and select colleges to apply to 
 Financial aid resources: Everything you ever wanted to know about financial aid    

 

BEGIN BY SELECTING YOUR COLLEGES  
Click on the COLLEGE SEARCH tab on the top right of the screen. This will take you to the college selection 
screen where you can search by college name, location, or a variety of other criteria. To add a college, click the 
“Select” button and then on “Add.” You can continue to search for and add colleges. You can even compare 
colleges, review admission criteria, and map colleges from this part of the Common App. You can return to this 
section of the Common App whenever you’d like to add or review colleges. 
 

THE APPLICATION  
To work on your application, click on the COMMON APP tab on the top. The Common App consists of seven 
data-entry pages to be completed – in any order – before electronically submitting your application. You can 
access each data-entry page by clicking on its link on the left side of the screen: 

1) Profile 
2) Family 

3) Education 
4) Testing 
5) Activities 

6) Writing 
7) Courses & Grades

 

Only the first six are required by all colleges; the Courses & Grades page is required by very few colleges 
(https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Do-all-members-of-The-Common-Application-use-Courses-Grades-in-their-admissions-process). 
Some pages have dynamic “smart” questions – which means that depending on your response to a previous 
question, only the questions that are relevant to you will appear on the screen. A help block appears on the 
right side of the screen to aid you in answering the questions. At-a-glance progress checks also appear. 

mailto:BocaPrince@aol.com
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Do-all-members-of-The-Common-Application-use-Courses-Grades-in-their-admissions-process
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THE APPLICATION (continued) 
Here are a few pointers to keep in mind as you work on your application:  
 

 Type your responses in upper AND lower case letters, starting each response with an upper-
case letter. Never use all upper case.  

 

 As you will notice throughout the application, some fields are identified with a red asterisk *. 
This denotes a required field which must be completed before you submit your application.  

 

 When you list your senior-year courses on the Education page, include the current course titles 
and those you plan to take 2nd semester. List course titles in this order:  

o English 
o Math 
o Science 
o Social science 
o Foreign language 
o Other core academic courses 
o Non-core electives 

 You’ll be able to select the level of each course, such as H, AP, IB, AICE, or Dual Enrollment, so 
don’t include these abbreviations in the course title when you type it. Be sure to include all 
courses, whether online or in person, that you intend to take as a senior. 
 

 The Testing page is driven by which scores you wish to self-report. 

o First, you are asked if you want to self-report scores. Regardless of your response, you 
must send official score reports from College Board and/or ACT to all colleges that 
require an official score report – and be sure to officially report the number of scores 
each college requests (e.g., all your scores, your single best score set, your best score 
sets).  

o If you respond, NO, that you don’t want to self-report any scores: 

 Then you’re done with this page – and it’s really fine NOT to self-report scores. It 
does give the college a little more work, but it is an OK option. 

o If you respond YES, that you do want to self-report scores, be sure that what you self-
report is accurate.: 

 You’re then asked which scores you’d like to self-report: SAT, ACT, SAT Subject, 
AP, IB, TOEFL, PTE, IELTS.  

 Common App then asks how many scores of each type you would like to report 
and how many additional times you plan to test.  

 For AP and IB scores, you should report all your passing scores, even if you’re not 
happy with them. Also include the AP and IB tests you plan to take at the end of 
senior year. List tests in chronological order. 
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THE APPLICATION (continued) 

 The Testing page (continued): 

o Because you submit one application at a time, you can choose different self-reporting 
options for different colleges. For example, if you are applying to some test-optional 
colleges, and to others that do require scores, you can do the following:  

 For colleges that require SAT or ACT scores:  

 Enter the scores to be self-reported. If you plan to take a future SAT 
and/or ACT, enter the number of tests you plan to take and the potential 
test month(s)/year(s). Colleges may wait for those scores to make an 
admission decision if your current scores aren’t high enough. 

 Alternatively, you may choose to not self-report scores or future test 
dates – which means you must send an official score report to those 
colleges before their deadlines. 

 For test-optional colleges:  

 If your scores are competitive (well into or above a college’s mid-50% 
score range), then self-report those scores here. You must also respond 
YES to the prompt on the college’s Questions page that asks if you are 
submitting scores. 

 If your scores aren’t competitive, then DO NOT self-report them. You 
must also respond NO to the prompt on the college’s Questions page 
that asks if you are submitting scores.  

 The self-reporting option is a toggle switch: If you say YES, then the scores you 
have entered are visible; if you say NO, then any scores you may have previously 
entered are hidden. Regardless, if you don’t want to share scores with a test-
optional college, you must respond NO to the self-reporting question on the 
Testing page and NO to the prompt on the college’s Questions page that asks if 
you are submitting scores.  

 If you plan to take a future SAT and/or ACT and will send those scores to a 
college, then enter in the self-reporting area the number of tests you plan to 
take and the potential test month(s)/year(s). Colleges may wait for those scores 
to make an admission decision if your current scores aren’t high enough. 

 To facilitate your data entry on the Testing page, create a spreadsheet with each 
college’s score reporting requirements – and your decision to self-report or not. 

o If some of your colleges require SAT Subject Tests but others don’t, you can choose to 
self-report your Subject Test scores to only those colleges that require them – or you 
can self-report them to all your colleges if they’re competitive (typically in the 700s). 
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THE APPLICATION (continued) 

 The Activities page ― Even if you have a résumé, you must still complete the Activities page. 
List your activities from most to least important, but list only your most important activities. 
Too many activities can weaken your application, making you look like a dilettante. ( good 
SAT word!)  

 

 For each activity, you can copy-and-paste and abbreviate information from your résumé into the 
fields provided: 

 

 Organization Name – 100 characters  
Position/Leadership Description* – 50 characters  

o If the activity you selected from the drop-down was specific (e.g., JV/Varsity Tennis or 
Debate/Speech), you may not need to include the name of the activity. Otherwise, list 
the activity by name, abbreviating if necessary. 

o List your leadership positions in chronological order (consistently for all activities) and 
include the school year in which you held the position [e.g., Class Rep (9), VP (10, 11), 
President (12)] – and abbreviate to make things fit. If you haven’t had a leadership role, 
then enter an appropriate role, such as Member or Volunteer. 

 Please describe this activity, including what you accomplished and any recognition you 
received, etc.* – 150 characters 
o This field is specifically looking for a description of your role in the activity, not what the 

activity itself is about. Copy/abbreviate from your résumé the most relevant information 
to describe what you did or accomplished, including as much detail as possible within 
the confines of only 150 characters [e.g., Elected to student committee to work w/mayor 
to implement policies that impact Equity & Empowerment in WPB; plan various 
community service initiatives].   

 
For each activity, you’ll also specify the following: 

 Participation grade levels* 

 Timing of participation* 

 Hours spent per week* 

 Hours spent per year* 

 I intend to participate in a similar activity in college* 
 

If you participated in an activity in the summer between, say, grades 10 and 11, then indicate grade 11 
for the activity. If you intend to participate in an activity as a senior, then include grade 12 in your years 
of commitment. (In the optional Covid-19 essay, you can include the fact that you’re looking forward to 
your senior-year extracurriculars, but you don’t yet know if and when they will begin because of the 
pandemic.) Estimate as closely as possible your time commitment; if your commitment varied widely 
from year to year (or even week to week), consider adding up all your hours over the years and 
dividing by the total number of weeks you were involved. Respond YES to your intention to participate 
in some, but not all, similar activities in college. 
 

* indicates a required field 
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THE APPLICATION (continued) 

 The Activities page (continued): 

 You may be wondering how you can share more details from your résumé with a college since the 
activity areas severely limit what you can type. Here are three alternatives: 

1) Some colleges have a Writing Supplement or Questions page that allows you to upload your 
résumé! If you do upload it, you must still complete the Activities page of the application. 

2) If a college’s Writing Supplement or Questions page doesn’t provide for a résumé upload or if a 
college doesn’t have a Writing Supplement, do one of the following: 

 Contact the college’s admissions rep for your area to ask if you can upload a PDF or 
physically mail your résumé (along with a brief request to add the résumé to your file). 
Some colleges prefer not to get résumés. When there’s any doubt, call the admissions office 
to ask. Or…  

 Use the Additional Information section on the Writing page to share important résumé 
details that you could not fit on the Activities page. Start with a title like Additional Activity 
Details, and remember that there is a 650-word limit. Because you submit each application 
separately, include these résumé details only for the colleges that don’t provide for a 
résumé upload – and remove them for those colleges that do allow for an upload. 

 
 

 The Writing page: 
 

When your personal essay is complete, copy it to the Writing page. Basic formatting is permitted: 
bold, italics, underline, and accented characters; cut-and-paste retains this formatting.  

 

 Colleges have set specific limits as to the length of your essay, which you must abide by or you 
will not be able to submit your application: 

o Minimum: 250 words 

o Maximum: 650 words (I think that 500-600 words is a good target for which to aim) 

o Special warnings appear above and below the essay block if you have too few or too many 
words. Even if you can see all your words, colleges will see only the first 650 words! 
 

 If you have additional information to share with a college, such as additional test scores or senior-year 
courses that would not fit on the application or an academic setback or learning disability that needs to 
be explained, use the Additional Information area. You can type a maximum of 650 words in this area. 
Basic formatting is permitted: bold, italics, underline, and accented characters; cut-and-paste retains 
this formatting.  
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THE APPLICATION (continued) 

 The Courses & Grades page — which you’ll see only if you’ve included in your Common App 
college list a college that requires this page. These colleges ask students to submit their high 
school academic record through Common App’s self-reported transcript page. (Additional 
colleges may be added after August 1): 
 

1) Aberystwyth University 
2) Arizona State University  
3) Bath Spa University 
4) Chapman University 
5) Durham University 
6) Flashpoint Chicago, A Campus of Columbia 

College Hollywood  
7) Gardner-Webb University 
8) Goddard College  
9) Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 
10) Loyola Marymount University 
11) Mississippi State University 
12) Morehouse College 
13) Prescott College 
14) Purdue University 
15) Regent's University London 
16) Robert Gordon University  

17) Saint Francis University 
18) Swansea University 
19) The Ohio State University 
20) The University of Arizona 
21) University of Dundee 
22) University of Glasgow 
23) University of Limerick 
24) University of Massachusetts Amherst 
25) University of Minnesota Twin Cities 
26) University of Missouri-Kansas City 
27) University of Montana 
28) University of Sheffield 
29) University of Southern California 
30) University of Wisconsin-Madison 
31) University of Worcester (UK) 
32) West Virginia University 
33) Yale NUS College 

In order to complete the Courses & Grades page, you must have access to your high school 
transcript; the transcript must use grades; your high school must use semesters, trimesters, 
quarters, or block scheduling; and you must be graduating with a high school diploma. If you fall 
outside these parameters, you are not required to complete the Courses & Grades page. 

Even if you complete the Courses & Grades page, your Head of School must still send your 
official transcript as part of the School Report. 

 
One of the really cool things about Common App is that it offers flexibility in what you share with each college. 
After submitting an application to a particular college, you can return to the application to make changes, and 
then submit the modified version of the application to other colleges. Despite this flexibility, do not submit a 
college-specific personal statement for each college. 

 
If you’re eager to create a sort of online portfolio to share more about you with colleges, register for a 
ZeeMee account (https://www.zeemee.com/sign-up) so you can create a social media page (somewhat similar 
to Facebook, but just for colleges) – a modern-day résumé that will bring your college applications to life. 
Some colleges provide space for your ZeeMee link on Common App or their own application; however, even if 
a college doesn’t provide such a link, you can put the link in Common App’s Additional Information area. You’ll 
find a list of ZeeMee’s 100+ partner colleges at https://www.zeemee.com/partners. 

https://www.zeemee.com/sign-up
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DASHBOARD 

When you select the Dashboard tab at the top left of the screen, you’ll see an overview of the application 
status for each college on your list: 

 College name 
 Deadline 
 Whether or not you’ve submitted that application 
 Whether or not you’ve completed that college’s Writing Supplement 

 
The Dashboard also indicates whether or not each college requires a personal statement or additional essays 
on the Questions page.  
 
Clicking on a college’s name or expand arrow to the left of its name expands the view to show the status in 
greater detail, letting you know what else you need to do for this college, such as select an admissions plan or 
term, assign recommenders or complete the college’s Questions or Writing Supplement page. 
 
You can work on any section of your application by clicking on that section’s corresponding link: Ready or 
Incomplete.  

 

MY COLLEGES 

To take action on tasks specific to each college, click on the My Colleges tab at the top. You’ll see these 
options on the left – with checkmarks indicating what you’ve completed: 

 Application 
o Questions 
o Recommenders & FERPA 
o Review & Submit Common App 

 Writing Supplement 
o Questions 
o Review & Submit Writing Supplement 

 Art Supplement 
o Instructions 

 

QUESTIONS & WRITING SUPPLEMENT 

A college’s Questions and Writing Supplement pages contain questions that are specific to that college: 

 The Questions page contains questions this college has selected from a bank of available questions, 
such as asking you to select your academic field(s) of interest from a dropdown list specific to that 
college. Most questions on this page require a short answer or selecting an option from a list. Colleges 
can also use the Questions page to add their own essay questions and requests for you to upload 
documents (e.g., résumé, research paper).  

 The Writing Supplement, if a college requires one, contains essay questions specific to the college and 
perhaps even specific to the academic field you selected. Responses are either short answers or essay 
length. Some questions may require an uploaded response rather than direct text entry. Some colleges 
will allow you to upload your résumé from this page.  
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RECOMMENDERS & FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 
Before submitting your application, you must select your recommenders. Click on the My Colleges tab at the 
top of the screen and then select Recommenders & FERPA. First you’ll be asked to sign an online release 
authorization to allow your high school to send your transcript and recommendations and then to waive or 
not waive your rights to see your recommendations and other supporting materials. We strongly suggest that 
you waive your rights as your recommendations will be taken more seriously. You can then identify your 
recommenders (Head of School, teachers, other recommenders), and Common App will send them invitations 
to electronically submit the required forms: 
 

 Teacher Evaluation(s)  
 School Report (for your Head of School) 
 Optional Report (for your Head of School) 
 Midyear Report (for your Head of School) 
 Final Report (for your Head of School) 
 Non-Academic Evaluation Form (optional; for a peer, coach, clergy, supervisor, etc.) 

 
Make sure you have the correct email address for your recommenders. If the email is incorrect, they will not 
receive the invitation 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION & WRITING SUPPLEMENT 
You can submit your Common Application to a college only after you have completed all required pages of the 
application, assigned recommenders, and answered the questions posed on the Questions page. Be sure to 
carefully check every application before you submit it! 
 
Go to the My Colleges page to electronically submit the Common Application to a particular college, making 
sure to print a copy of the application for your records. You will be prompted for an online payment, if one is 
required. A college’s Writing Supplement, if it has one, can be submitted at any time after your Common 
Application is submitted to that college. However, we recommend that you finish a college’s Writing 
Supplement before submitting its Common Application so you can submit its Supplement immediately after 
submitting its Common App.  
 
 

EARLY DECISION  
If you are applying Early Decision to a college, that college may also require you to submit an Early Decision 
form with several signatures: yours, your parents, and your Head of School’s, attesting to the fact that 
everyone understands the implications and binding nature of Early Decision. Alternatively, you may just be 
asked to sign an Early Decision agreement as part of the Questions page. 

 

AFTER SUBMITTING YOUR COMMON APPLICATION TO A COLLEGE 
It is YOUR responsibility to ensure that each college has received your application and all other required items 
(e.g., official transcript, official SAT and/or ACT score report, application fee). Most colleges have online 
portals through which you can check the status of your application. Note that it can take a college 1-2 weeks 
to match up all the required pieces of your application. 

Once an application has been successfully submitted, you will not be able to change it for that college. Any 
changes made will affect only those colleges on your list to which you have not yet submitted the application.  
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The Coalition Application 
Accepted by University of Florida, Florida State University & University of South Florida 

150+ member colleges 
(see the Appendix for a complete list of Coalition App colleges)  

  

 
COMPLETING THE COALITION APPLICATION   

mycoalition.org  

 
CREATING YOUR ACCOUNT 
After creating your account, you are ready to begin completing your application. Be sure your email address is 
accurate; otherwise, you may not receive any updates from the Coalition Application or your selected colleges. 
Be sure you have a “serious” email address rather than something frivolous like BocaPrince@aol.com. 
 

FEATURES 
The Coalition platform is comprised of four main features: 

 Student Locker: A portfolio development tool  
 Collaboration Space: A platform for sharing portfolio materials and soliciting feedback 
 Profile: Questions asked by all colleges 
 Colleges: Search for and select colleges to apply to, complete college-specific questions, and get a 

status overview for each college you have selected 
 

BEGIN BY CREATING YOUR PROFILE 
Click on “Profile” in the menu bar at the top of the screen. Then click on the following section names and enter 
all required information to create your Profile: 

 Personal Information 
 Contact Information 
 Demographic Information 
 Citizenship Information 
 Family Information 
 High School Information 

 College Information 
 9th-11th Grade Coursework  
 12th Grade Coursework 
 College Coursework 
 SAT/ACT 
 Additional Tests 
 English Proficiency Tests  

 Fee Waiver 
 Honors and Distinctions 
 Academic Interests 
 Activities/Experience 
 Coalition Essay

 
Some colleges opt to receive only some of the above Profile sections. When you begin each section, you can 
click on the first link to see which Coalition colleges require it, even if you haven’t yet built your college list. 
For example, UF and FSU do not require 9th-11th Grade Coursework or 12th Grade Coursework, so don’t waste 
time completing those sections unless you know that you’ll need them for other colleges. You’ll find specific 
details about the Coalition Profile requirements for UF and FSU on pages 47 and 49. 
 
Completing the Profile sections is pretty straightforward data entry. Complete the sections in any order you 
like, and when a section is complete, you’ll see a check mark in the circle         to the left of the section name. 
Note that fields marked with a star  are required for that section. 

https://www.mycoalition.org/app
mailto:BocaPrincess@aol.com
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YOUR PROFILE  
 

Although straightforward data entry will get you through virtually all of the Profile sections, we’d like to give 
you some additional information about the Coalition Application’s Activities/Experience section.  
 
Activities/Experience section: 
 

The Coalition Application Profile provides space for you to describe up to eight of your most meaningful  
activities/experiences, including school-based activities, personal activities, summer activities, work and 
internships, and family-related obligations. The instructions specifically state that you should start by 
sharing the two experiences outside of your academic program that are most important to you. You should 
share only experiences and activities that have been particularly meaningful. 
 
For each activity/experience, do the following (and, trust me, when you see “optional,” that really means 
“required”!) – and note that all character limits include spaces and punctuation: 

 Select the activity/experience’s category from a drop-down list 

 Enter the name of an activity/experience (64 characters max) 

 Provide a description of what you did (255 characters). Enter as full a description as you 
can, abbreviating if necessary. If you’ve already completed the activity page of the 
Common App, your best bet is to expand your Common App 150-character description 
into a longer description with more detail and/or fewer abbreviations. If you’re not 
using the Common App, then use your résumé as a guide to create a description 
highlighting your accomplishments in this activity. [e.g. Elected by my peers to a special 
student committee to work with the mayor of West Palm Beach to help implement 
policies that impact her Equity and Empowerment Initiative; also collaborate with 
members to plan various community service events.] (optional) 

 Select all the high-school grade levels during which you participated in the 
activity/experience (for summer activities, use the grade following the summer) 

 Indicate if you’re currently participating in the activity/experience 

 Enter the number of weeks/year you participated  

 Enter the maximum number of hours/week you participated (optional) 

 Enter the minimum number of hours/week you participated (optional) 

 List any individual distinctions you earned in this activity/experience [e.g., Club President 
(12) & VP (10-11); Team Captain (12); Tripled our membership to 30 “math nerds,” 
creating a large enough critical mass to have a meaningful impact in school] (255 
characters max) (optional) 

 Indicate if you are involved in a leadership role, and if so, also respond to the question 
that asks if your leadership role was shared with others, and if so, with how many others 

 
You’ll be able to select colleges into whose application some or all of your Profile sections will be automatically 
“imported” so that you can apply to those colleges once you complete any additional information required by 
individual colleges, such as other essays or questions, residency information, résumé, etc. 
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BUILD YOUR COLLEGE LIST 
 

To add colleges to your list, click on “Colleges” on the top menu bar, and then follow either set of directions 
below: 

 If you don’t know the name of a college: 
1) Click on “Coalition colleges” 
2) Click on “All 4-year colleges” or “All 4-year and 2-year colleges” 
3) Scroll through the list and click on ADD TO LIST to the right of the college name  

 If you know the name of the college: 
1) Type the college’s name (or even just a few characters in the college’s name) 
2) Coalition will display all colleges that match 
3) Click on ADD TO LIST to the right of the name of a college  

 

You can also use this section to get more information on a college, even if it’s not in your final list. Clicking on a 
college name brings you to that college’s “landing page” where you can find basic information and links.  
 

To see your college list, just scroll down the page. Once a college is on your list, you can opt in to receive 
information from that college and share your basic information (name, phone numbers, email, mailing 
address, and other information that can facilitate communication or demonstrate interest) with admissions. 
You can also opt out at any time, but once your information is sent, it’s hard to take it back. 
 

To work on a college’s application, just click on START APPLICATION or CONTINUE APPLICATION. 

 

STUDENT LOCKER & COLLABORATION PLATFORM 
Last year, none of the Coalition colleges required students to use the Locker and Collaboration Platform. 
However, we’ve included some basic information below.  
 

You may add application-related pieces to your Locker if you believe that they will add to the picture of who 
you are when you eventually apply to colleges – your strengths, talents, and achievements: MS Word files, 
PDFs, JPEGs, MP3s and MP4s. You can upload or drag-and-drop to your application your files from Dropbox, 
Google Drive, YouTube, and more.  
 

After adding an item, you’ll be able to preview it; you’ll also be able to rename or delete it. Items in your 
Locker will be visible to “mentors” whom you invite through the Coalition platform. Specific Locker items you 
select for inclusion with a Coalition application will be visible to that Coalition member college when you 
submit its application. Invite anyone you’re comfortable working with on your college planning process to 
view select items in your Locker: teacher, Head of School, educational consultant, parent, clergy, friend, etc. In 
the Collaboration space, a mentor may comment on an item that you’ve marked as shareable with him or her. 
The mentor’s comments will appear in a column to the side of the item; a mentor cannot edit anything in your 
Locker. And only you will know the names of the mentors you choose.  
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Your Application Essays 

 

 

As the college admissions season moves into high gear, 
high school seniors agonize over the dreaded admissions 
essay. As the competition for college admissions has 
increased over the years and prospective students have 
taken the process more and more seriously, “essay 
anxiety” has become common.  

 
The college essay represents the most time-consuming, 
difficult, and important part of your applications. While 
your scores and grades have already been set in stone 
and there is little else that you can do to help improve 
them before you send in your application, there is 
always more that you can do to help improve your essay. Moreover, the essay — along with your résumé and 
teacher recommendations —is where you will come alive to the admissions officers.  

Before you go crazy in pursuit of the perfect essay, listen to my advice... The trick is to use the essay to offer a 
glimpse of yourself.  

 
The prospect of writing an essay can be a daunting experience and may cause you to delay in filing your 
applications. However, you should consider the essay an opportunity rather than an ordeal. It is a chance for 
you to provide colleges with a dimension of your personality that they can’t get from your transcript, GPA, 
scores, recommendations, or activity résumé. Seize the opportunity! 
 
No one should ever write something important without help! Parents should help, but that help should be 
early and verbal! They are the ones who can stimulate a student’s mind about past experiences that are worth 
sharing. 
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YOUR APPLICATION ESSAYS (continued)  
Generally, colleges give you a choice of topics on which to write. The topics are broad enough — such as: 
Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure — to give a focus to the essay and encourage 
introspection. Even when writing about a current event or your hometown, you must offer a distinctly 
personal perspective. Colleges want more than just your opinion… They want to know how the subject of your 
essay personally affected you and made you who you are today. 

Make sure you’re writing about something that is significant. You may ask, “What does significant mean in an 
essay question?” Unfortunately, students tend to associate that word with what is culturally significant, which 
tends to mean the D words: death, disease, divorce, dismemberment, or dogs! Significant should mean what 
is significant TO THE STUDENT.  
 
Writers more often stumble if they try to dazzle an admissions committee with style, rather than 
concentrating on substance. A good essay gets to the core of the person. It exposes something about the 
writer. Some seniors try too hard to impress with thesaurus words. Colleges want proof that you can use the 
tools of language to express your thoughts and that you can help them see what stirs your passion. 
 

HERE'S A SERIES OF BASIC DO'S AND DON'TS: 

 DO write about something you deeply care 
about… your passion will show through and 
make you come alive on paper. 

 DO stay on topic and demonstrate how well 
you think as well as how well you write. 

 DO make a connection between your topic and 
your future plans for college or career. 

 DO be concise, specific, personal, and honest. 

 DO be creative, but not cutesy. 

 DO use wit and imagination. 

 DO use humor if it’s your style.  

 DO use adjectives and adverbs judiciously 
(avoid the thesaurus syndrome). 

 DO proofread… and ask a teacher or parent to 
read your essay as well. 

 DO be able to say, “This sounds like me!” 

 DON'T select a topic that bores (the social 
problem of the year) or irritates (a hot 
political issue). 

 DON'T repeat what is included in other parts 
of the application by making your essay a 
second résumé… but make sure the rest of 
your application supports your topic. 

 DON'T make careless mistakes, like using the 
wrong college name in the essay. 

 DON’T be cynical, trite, pretentious, or 
maudlin. 

 DON'T think you're finished after the first 
writing. It's a draft. Stay away from it for a 
while; then approach it with renewed 
interest. A great essay goes through many 
drafts before it is final. 

 DON’T follow the 5-paragraph format. Be 
creative, engage the reader’s interest from 
the very first line.  

 
Think SMALL, SPECIFIC, A MOMENT IN TIME... Don't begin with something grandiose like, "My parents have 
always been there for me." Begin with something the reader can visualize (SHOW; don't TELL): "My parents 
have always stood on the side-lines of my soccer games, watching me get muddy, mugged, and even 
occasionally score a goal!" 
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The Common Application Essays 
 

 
Most Common Application colleges require an essay, also known as a “personal statement.” The personal 
statement requires text entry (copy from an MS Word or similar document) – and you’ll be able to use bold, 
italics, and underlining. The text below is excerpted directly from the Common Application.  
 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 Instructions. The essay demonstrates your ability to write clearly and concisely on a selected topic and helps 

you distinguish yourself in your own voice. What do you want the readers of your application to know about 
you apart from courses, grades, and test scores? Choose the option that best helps you answer that question 
and write an essay of no more than 650 words, using the prompt to inspire and structure your response. 
Remember: 650 words is your limit, not your goal. Use the full range if you need it, but don't feel obligated to 
do so. (The application won't accept a response shorter than 250 words.) We recommend aiming for a final 
word count of 500-550 words. 

1) Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so 
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this 
sounds like you, then please share your story.  
 

2) The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later 
success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did 
it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?  
 

3) Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What 
prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?  

 

4) Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of 
personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and 
what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.  

 

5) Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of 
personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.  

 

6) Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all 
track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you 
want to learn more?  

 

7) Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, 
one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.  
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COVID-19 OPTIONAL ESSAY ON THE COMMON APP 
This year’s Common App includes a Covid-19-specific writing prompt if you’d like to share with colleges how 
the pandemic has impacted your life, personally and/or educationally. Responding to this prompt is optional – 
truly optional. One thing’s for sure: you don’t want to write a response that doesn’t stand out, that sounds like 
everyone else’s response, or lacks sensitivity. Let’s look at the wording of the optional prompt: 

Community disruptions such as Covid-19 and natural disasters can have deep and long-
lasting impacts. If you need it, this space is yours to describe those impacts. Colleges care 
about the effects on your health and well-being, safety, family circumstances, future plans, 
and education, including access to reliable technology and quiet study spaces.  

 

Your response is limited to 250 words. While we know of no one who has avoided this all-encompassing 
pandemic, you should not feel obligated to respond. If you chose to respond to this prompt, remember that 
what you write requires the sort of sensitivity and reflection that make you stand out as the mature student a 
college would like to admit to their community. The pandemic’s effect on you as a student, a member of your 
family, a human being, and the relative significance and uniqueness of that effect should be the driver of 
whether or not you respond. The readers of your essay will look for a link between who you are as a person 
and who you’re going to be as a student, because the qualities of each are inextricably intertwined. They want 
to understand the context in which you endured – and responded to − your shelter-at-home situation and 
online education, so they can evaluate your entire application with the appropriate perspective.  
 

What life lessons did you learn during your time at home? Perhaps you experienced significant feelings of 
grief, loss, and fear that may impact your life far beyond this time. This essay gives you a way to express your 
grief, process your loss, and share the lessons learned from a teenager’s perspective. Did you observe your 
mom’s desperation when she lost her job and cried for days? Did you see your parents break down in tears 
because they couldn’t visit your grandmother in the hospital? Did you experience the death of a loved one for 
the first time? How did you handle not seeing your closest friends, not hugging your cousins, not going to 
once-in-a-lifetime events like prom or graduation that you’d looked forward to for so long? If you can clearly 
articulate a life lesson, then this essay is for you. 
 

Here are some additional circumstances that may merit your responding to the prompt: 

 You became ill yourself with Covid-19 to the degree that it significantly impacted your academic 
performance. 

 Somebody else in your family fell ill with Covid-19 to the degree that it seriously impacted your 
academic performance, perhaps because of worry or taking on additional family responsibilities 

 Your academic performance was detrimentally affected due to lack of effective internet access, 
and/or lack of an easily accessible, quiet study place. 

 Your family was severely impacted financially through loss-of-work, which drastically changed 
family resources, your personal responsibilities, and your ability to keep up with schoolwork. 

 A new-found personal resilience at home because you used your time for learning or for outreach-
based pursuits − which has had a positive, deep, and long-lasting impact on you. 

 

If your circumstances during the pandemic have been so extraordinary that they have given new meaning to 
your life, you can instead use your personal statement for meaningful reflections on the pandemic’s impact on 
you – and especially if you need a lot more than 250 words to explain how trying these extraordinary 
circumstances have been for you.  
 

There will also be a Covid-19 question as part of the counselor recommendation, so colleges will also know 
how the pandemic specifically impacted your school. 
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COLLEGES’ SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS ON THE COMMON APP 
The Common Application isn’t exactly “common” as some member colleges customize the application by 
including their own college-specific essay questions. You’ll find such questions, if a college uses them, on that 
college’s Writing Supplement (which not all member colleges have) and/or on its Questions page (which all 
member colleges have).  
 

The most popular essay question asks you what has attracted you to apply to this particular college, why you 
are a good match for the college, what you will contribute to the college, or why you have selected your 
major. The best answers are those with a cohesive presentation containing specific details about some of these 
factors that appeal to you – particular courses, majors, campus activities, research and service opportunities, 
campus culture, the local community – and why. An essay that compliments the university for its fine 
academics and outstanding professors will not work! That’s why it’s important to visit colleges or do some 
very thorough research before answering this type of question. 
 

In addition, some colleges require the “shortie” essay of approximately 150 words:  

 In the space provided below, please elaborate on one of your activities (extracurricular, 
personal activities, or work experience). 

 
This website, http://pages.prompt.com/2020-2021prompts, lists supplemental essays as they are released.  
 

Some colleges use one of these pages to give you an opportunity to upload your résumé.  

  

http://pages.prompt.com/2020-2021prompts
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The Coalition Application Essays 
 

 
Most Coalition colleges require an essay, also known as a “personal statement.” There is a suggested limit of 
500-550 words. Although you can actually enter a longer essay, we do recommend aiming for 500-550 words.  
 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 
With so many institutions participating in the Coalition, there are many different admissions guidelines, and 
schools will treat these general application essays differently in their admissions processes: some schools 
won't require an essay at all; other schools will require one of the general essays below and answers to 
additional school-specific essay(s) or short-answer questions. 

1) Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character 
or helped to shape it. 

2) Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater 
good was your focus. Discuss the challenges and rewards of making your contribution. 

3) Has there been a time when you’ve had a long-cherished or accepted belief challenged? 
How did you respond? How did the challenge affect your beliefs? 

4) What is the hardest part of being a teenager now? What’s the best part? What advice 
would you give a younger sibling or friend (assuming they would listen to you)? 

5) Submit an essay on a topic of your choice. 

 

COVID-19 OPTIONAL ESSAY ON THE COALITION APPLICATION 
This year’s Coalition App asks the following question related to Covid-19:  

Natural disasters and emergency situations like COVID-19 pandemic have impacted the lives 
of many students and their families. While entirely optional, you may share information here 
regarding how any of these events have affected you or your family circumstances. Please 
provide any additional information you would like to share regarding how these events have 
affected you or your family. (300 words, maximum) 

 

It has a 300-word limit and is completely optional. Please refer to page 44 for our commentary on the 
Common App’s Covid-19 question to guide you in whether or not to respond to Coalition’s Covid-19 question. 

 

COLLEGES’ SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS ON THE COALITION APPLICATION  
Some member colleges customize the application by including their own college-specific essay questions. 
You’ll find such questions, if a college uses them, in a college’s sub-application on the Coalition website.  
 

The most popular essay question asks you what has attracted you to apply to that college, why you are a good 
match for the college, what you will contribute to that college, or why you have selected your major.  
 

This website, http://pages.prompt.com/2020-2021prompts, lists supplemental essays as they are released.  

http://pages.prompt.com/2020-2021prompts
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University of Florida 
Essays & Application Process  

  

 
The University of Florida accepts either Common or Coalition Application – and does not have its own institutional 
application. We believe that the Common Application is more user-friendly than the Coalition Application, but use the 
application that gives you the least amount of work based on whichever other college applications you’re completing.  
 

Deadline: If you don’t meet UF’s application deadline of November 1, you’ll significantly lessen your admission chances. 
Decisions are announced on the 4th Friday in February for students who meet the Nov. 1 deadline. 
 
SSAR: Rather than sending an official transcript when you apply, you’ll complete and submit a SSAR (Self-Reported 
Student Academic Report) – by December 1 – with all your high-school courses and grades. You can access the SSAR at 
https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx. Use extreme care in entering grades into the SSAR. Discrepancies 
between it and your official high school transcript could cost you admission. Send your official transcript only if you’re 
accepted and plan to attend UF.  
 
SAT/ACT scores: The deadline for receipt of your official SAT or ACT score report is December 31, but it’s advisable to 
have it sent from College Board or ACT as early as possible.  
 
Recommendations: UF does not read letters of recommendations.  
 
Your housing application (and non-refundable fee) should be submitted as soon as possible after submitting your 
admission application to UF because housing is limited. Do not wait for an admission decision to apply for housing! 
 
Honors Application: The Freshman Honors Program application is part of the overall University of Florida application for 
admission. On the Common or Coalition application, check the box indicating your interest in the Honors Program and 
respond to the two additional essays prompts specific to the program. 
 
 
If you’re using the Coalition Application, you’ll provide details about your personal background, educational history, and 
extracurricular interests. Specifically, the following Coalition Profile pages will be imported to your UF application:  

 Personal Information 
 Contact Information 
 Demographic Information 
 Citizenship Information 

 Family Information 
 High School Information 
 College Information 
 Fee Waiver 

 Honors and Distinctions 
 Academic Interests  
 Activities/Experience 
 Coalition Essay 

  

You don’t have to complete the other Coalition Profile pages because UF doesn’t import them; however, they may be 
needed by other Coalition colleges to which you’re applying. UF will review your Covid-19 essay if you include one. 
 

UF’s Coalition Sub-Application gives you five 250-word-max text boxes into which to enter the following information: 
 List and describe your community service activities. Please include your role in the activity and level of responsibility  
 List and describe each job you're had, including dates of employment, job titles, and hours worked each week 
 List any programs or activities that helped you prepare for higher education, such as University Outreach, Talent Search, 

Upward Bound, Boys and Girls Club, etc.  
 Do you have any employment or family obligations that limit your participation in extracurricular activities? If so, please describe. 
 Is there any other information for the Admission Committee to consider when your application is reviewed? 
 

Common App:  You’ll respond to the Common App’s personal statement prompt and answer the same five questions 
(250-words max for each) as listed above for the Coalition Application. UF will review your response to Common App’s 
optional Covid-19 prompt if you include one.  

https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx
http://collegeboard.com/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
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Florida State University 
Essays & Application Process 

  

 
Florida State University accepts three applications: 

 Its own institutional application  
 Coalition Application  
 Common Application  

 
We believe that the Common Application is more user-friendly than the Coalition Application, but use the application 
that gives you the least amount of work based on whichever other college applications you’re completing.  
 
Deadline: You must submit FSU’s online application by December 1. Admission decisions will be announced on February 
18. Be forewarned: if you miss the deadline, your chances of admission are significantly reduced.  
 
SSAR: As with the UF application process, rather than sending an official transcript when you apply, you’ll complete and 
submit a SSAR (Self-Reported Student Academic Report) listing all your high-school courses and grades. You’ll find 
detailed information about the SSAR at https://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/, and you can access the SSAR here: 
https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/login.aspx. FSU recommends submitting your SSAR before you submit your 
application for admission. Use the Application Status Check website (https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/) to link 
your SSAR to your FSU application. Send your official transcript only if you’re accepted and plan to attend FSU. 
 
Use extreme care in entering grades into the SSAR. Discrepancies between it and your official high school transcript 
could cost you admission. 
 
SAT/ACT scores: FSU accepts self-reported SAT and ACT scores, which means they make admission decisions based on 
the scores you list on your application. Use the Application Status Check website to self-report your scores regardless of 
which application you use. December is the last testing month for which FSU will accept scores. Submit an official SAT or 
ACT score report through College Board or ACT only if you’re accepted and enroll. We’ve seen a growing trend for self-
reported test scores, so don’t be surprised if other colleges also have this policy. 
 
The Florida Residency Form is also accessed thru the Application Status Check website. 
 
Recommendations are not considered, regardless of which application you use. 
 
Honors Application: The Honors Program application is part of the overall application for admission. Just check the box 
indicating your interest in the Honors Program and respond to the additional essays prompts specific to the program. 
 

 

https://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/
https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/login.aspx
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
http://collegeboard.com/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
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Florida State University  
Essays & Application Process  

(continued) 
  

 
FSU’s institutional application (https://admissions.fsu.edu/undergradapp/?app=freshman) will accept all essay topics  
made available by the Coalition and Common Applications (see pages 5-6). The recommended length may exceed 500-
550 words. According to Hege Ferguson, FSU’s Director of Admission, That being said, if an applicant submits an essay 
with 600 words, he or she will not be disqualified.    
 

With 24-48 hours after submitting your application, you’ll be able to upload your essay and résumé through the 
Application Status Check website (log in using your email and password). 
 

 

On the Coalition Application (www.mycoalition.org), you’ll provide details about your personal background, educational 
history, and extracurricular interests. Specifically, the following Coalition Profile sections will be imported to your FSU 
application:  

 Personal Information 
 Contact Information 
 Demographic Information 

 Citizenship Information 
 Family Information 

 High School Information 
 College Information 
 Fee Waiver

You don’t have to complete the other Coalition Profile sections, as FSU doesn’t import them (but they may be needed by 
other Coalition colleges to which you’re applying). 
 
FSU prefers that you upload your personal statement and résumé through their Application Status Check website, rather 
than through its Coalition Sub-Application – because the admissions office will get them faster. Within a day or two of 
submitting your Coalition application, FSU will send you an email about gaining access to the Status Check website.    
 
Here are the specific résumé instructions on FSU’s Coalition Sub-Application: 

 

FSU prefers that you upload the résumé/personal history directly on the FSU Application Status Check 
(hyperlink to site), which becomes available one business day after the Coalition application has been 
submitted. You may wish to include the following items on your résumé and/or personal history: 

 Extracurricular, personal, and volunteer activities; community service work; and employment. 

 Any special talents and awards that you have received. 

 Any programs that you participated in to help prepare you for college (e.g. University Outreach, 
Talent Search, Upward Bound, etc.) 

 Any family or work obligations that might have prevented you from participating in 
extracurricular activities. 

 

 
Common App:  FSU prefers you to upload your essay and résumé to their Application Status Check website after you 
submit your Common Application. FSU will send you an email about gaining access to the Status Check website.    
 

https://admissions.fsu.edu/undergradapp/?app=freshman
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
http://www.mycoalition.org/
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
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University of Central Florida 
Essays & Application Process 

 

 
UCF accepts the Common Application as well as its own institutional application (https://www.ucf.edu/apply-to-ucf/). 
We suggest using the Common App if you’re also applying to other Common App colleges. 
 
The university offers “rolling admission”: the admissions staff will review an application soon after all the pieces have 
been received: application, fee, SPARK (Self-Provided Academic Record for Knights), and official score report. The earlier 
you submit, the better your chances, and the earlier you’ll get your admission decision. UCF suggests submitting your 
application no later than late November. The admissions staff will begin making admission decisions in early September 
– and will continue accepting applications until May 1.  
 
Rather than submitting your official high school transcript when you apply, you’ll complete the SPARK, similar to the 
SSAR used by UF and others – but works a bit differently. After submitting your application, you’ll get an email with a 
unique SPARK link. Click on the link, create a SPARK profile/portal, enter your grades and courses with your transcript in 
front of you, and submit. Send an official transcript only if you’re accepted and will attend UCF. 
 
High-achieving high school seniors can apply to the Burnett Honors College after being admitted to UCF.  
 
UCF will not accept any supplemental information, including essays and résumés, after your application has been 
submitted; they must be filed at the time of application.  
 
 
If you’re using the Common App to apply, its personal statement is not required for UCF (but Common App will allow 
you to include it when you submit, if you like). There are three short essays (250 words max for each) on UCF’s 
Questions page in the Common App: 

 Elaborate on one of your extracurricular activities or work experiences. 

 Why are you interested in UCF? 

 Discuss your reasons for pursuing the academic program (major) selected above. 
 

While these three essays are not required, most successful applicants do submit them.   
 

In addition, UCF’s Questions page also gives you the opportunity to upload your résumé. 
 
 
If you’re using UCF’s own institutional application, you are strongly encouraged to respond to two of the topics below – 
a total of 500 words or 7,000 characters for both statements combined. While these essays are not required, most 
successful applicants submit them. The university considers these questions to be “guidelines,” so it’s fine to write about 
something else that gives the admissions staff more insight into who you are. 
 

The best personal statements are not necessarily the longest ones. 

1) If there has been some obstacle or "bump in the road," in your academic or personal life, please 
explain the circumstances. 

2) How has your family history, culture or environment influenced who you are? 

3) Why did you choose to apply to UCF? 

4) What qualities or unique characteristics do you possess that would allow you to contribute to the UCF community? 

UCF’s institutional application provides unlimited space to describe your extracurricular activities, community service, 
work experience, talents & awards, and programs that helped prepare you for higher education. You can copy and 
paste from your résumé, but you’ll have to make some formatting adjustments since you’re copying into a text box. 

https://apply.ucf.edu/application/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fapplication%2f%3f%26promo_id%3dUndergradApp_ApplyNow&&promo_id=UndergradApp_ApplyNow
https://www.ucf.edu/apply-to-ucf/
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Essays for Florida’s  
Other State Universities 

 

  

University Essay Requirements  

FAMU  
http://www.famu.edu/index.cfm?a=admissio
ns&p=ApplyOnline  

Personal Statement required – max 500 words 
This personal statement is a very important part of your application. It assists the University in 
knowing you as an individual, independent of test scores and other objective data. We ask that 
you respond with any topic of your choice. Your personal essay should be a total of 500 words in 
the space provided below. The best personal essay is not necessarily the longest. The essay will be 
requested if it is not the appropriate length. 
 

Admissions suggests that you write an essay addressing why you want to attend 
FAMU and be a good fit, or on anything else about you.  

FAU 
https://apply.fau.edu/post/application/login/
index.xhtml or www.commonapp.org 

None 

FGCU 
http://www.fgcu.edu/Admissions/Prospectiv
e/happly.html or www.commonapp.org 

Common App Personal Statement 

FIU 
http://admissions.fiu.edu/apply/index.html  

 

Required for Honors College only if Weighted GPA < 4.0  
 500-word essay (choose 1 of 3 topics) 

o Individual Creativity: Some scholars say that the highest value in Western civilization 
today is promoting the many-sided creativity of each individual, rather than training 
people to be highly specialized experts. Do you agree with this perspective? What could 
be the negative aspects of promoting individual creativity as the highest value? 

o Current Events: Choose a currently controversial topic and discuss it in a factual, clearly 
argued essay. Be certain to clearly cite your sources (in-text citations are fine) and attach 
an appropriate reference page. 

o Overcoming Adversity: Tell us about a time in your life in which you overcame something 
a serious difficulty or setback. Be sure to detail how you dealt with the situation, and 
what you learned from the challenge 

 

 300-word personal statement “Why I want to join the Honors College” 

FL Poly 
https://floridapoly.edu/admissions/ or 
www.commonapp.org  

Common App:  
 Personal Statement 
 Briefly elaborate on one of your extracurricular activities or work experiences (250 words) 
 

FL Poly’s own app: One essay of 250-600 words required – select one: 
 The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time 

when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 
experience? 

 Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a 
research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. 
Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 

 Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a 
different prompt, or one of your own design. 

http://www.famu.edu/index.cfm?a=admissions&p=ApplyOnline
http://www.famu.edu/index.cfm?a=admissions&p=ApplyOnline
https://apply.fau.edu/post/application/login/index.xhtml
https://apply.fau.edu/post/application/login/index.xhtml
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.fgcu.edu/Admissions/Prospective/happly.html
http://www.fgcu.edu/Admissions/Prospective/happly.html
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://admissions.fiu.edu/apply/index.html
https://floridapoly.edu/admissions/
http://www.commonapp.org/
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University Essay Requirements  

New College 
https://apply.ncf.edu/apply/ or 
www.commonapp.org  

The personal statement is optional, but recommended if you have less than 
stellar English grades because essays are read for scholarly writing ability. Ok to 
write an essay if you have circumstances you wish to explain. Because essays 
aren’t required, Admissions relies far more heavily on letters of recommendation. 
Choose people best suited to write strong letters of recommendation; they will 
consider as many as are submitted. Recommendations should speak to your 
curiosity, desire to learn, self motivation, dedication, perseverance, and ability to 
work hard. 

UNF  
http://www.unf.edu/admissions/applynow/ or 
www.commonapp.org 

Required only if applying to Hicks Honors College 
 

Respond to one of the topics below − no longer than 250 words. 

1. Write about a time in which you experienced an academic awakening or an “aha” 
moment 

2. Describe a specific instance where you failed in an endeavor or dealt with adversity. How 
did your experience shape you? 

3. Identify a prominent living or deceased intellectual figure and explain why you would 
enjoy walking with her or him around the UNF Nature Path 

Write two different responses to the question below. Both responses should be 
longer than a total of 250 words. 

1. What else would you like us to know about you? What other things should we take into 
consideration as we evaluate your application? (If you feel that your GPA or test scores do 
not accurately represent your skills and abilities, this would be a good place to explain 
why.) 

USF 
http://www.usf.edu/admission/apply.aspx or 
www.mycoalition.org or 
www.commonapp.org 

Optional essay on any topic (No length requirement) 
 

One essay required if applying to Judy Genshaft Honors College (500-750 words) 

1. What would you describe as a unique or special skill or trait that differentiates you from 
everyone else? How does your unique skill or trait bring an interdisciplinary perspective to 
the classroom? 

2. As you read about how our courses in our college are interdisciplinary, think about if you 
were to teach a course as part of the Honors curriculum: what would you name it, what 
topics would be covered, and how would the class be taught? Include topics like: 

a. The Politics of Fashion 
b. Food, Globalization, and Migration: The American Melting Pot 
c. Connections: Mental Healthcare, Community Engagement, and Art 

3. What is something you recently changed your mind about and why? This can be in 
reference to an academic, political, social, economic idea, or anything else of your 
choosing. 

4. Tell us about a law, written or unwritten, that you believe should be modified or changed 
and why. 

5. Can you think of an invention that has had different impacts in different places around 
the globe – good in some, but damaging in others? If so, how would you reinvent it to 
make it more universally beneficial? 

UWF 
http://uwf.edu/admissions/apply/ or 
www.commonapp.org 

Essay not required 

https://apply.ncf.edu/apply/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.unf.edu/admissions/applynow/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.usf.edu/admission/apply.aspx
http://www.mycoalition.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://uwf.edu/admissions/apply/
http://www.commonapp.org/
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Linking Your SSAR to Your Application: 
UF  •  FSU  •  FAU • FL POLY  •  NEW COLLEGE  •  FGCU  •  UNF 

 

  

 UF requires you to submit your SSAR before you can link it to your UF application. 

1. After you submit your application to UF (Common or Coalition), you’ll receive an email to set up your 
applicant account. 

2. Once you’ve set up your account, go to the Applicant Status Page and select  Log in.  

3. Enter your email address and password for your UF applicant account. 

4. Click on the SSAR link to link your SSAR to your application. You must have completed your SSAR in order to 
link it to your UF account.  

5. Check your application status again in a few days to ensure UF received your application and SSAR. 
 

You can view UF’s SSAR tutorial if you have any questions about completing and linking your SSAR. There are also 
some great tips available in the “SSAR Common Mistakes” blog post. 

 
• FSU tells you that “Upon completion of the SSAR, you will be given a SSAR ID Number that must be provided to 

Florida State to allow us to retrieve your SSAR. You will be asked to provide the SSAR ID Number in Part II (Checklist) 
of the application for admission or you can provide your SSAR ID Number through the Application Status Check 
website.” 
 

• FAU requires you to submit your application before you can link your SSAR to it. After submitting your FAU 
application, you’ll you receive a confirmation email that your application has been received. Click on the link Self-
Reported Academic Record in your confirmation email to go to your SSAR. 

 
• FGCU asks you to enter your SSAR code into the application. Note: the SSAR is optional; you may instead submit an 

official transcript. 
 

• FL Poly asks you to enter your SSAR code into the application. Note: the SSAR is optional; you may instead email or 
text admissions a screen shot of your unofficial transcript. 

 
• New College: After submitting your Common App, New College will send you an email with a customized link and 

PIN so you can access your Applicant Status page. On that page will be a link to the SSAR website. This will allow you 
to create a new SSAR (or link your existing SSAR) with your Common App ID. 

 
• UNF: Upon completion of the SSAR, you’ll get an SSAR ID Number that which you’ll be asked to provide on your 

application. You may also provide the SSAR ID through your myWIngs account under My Records - Application Status 
page. 

Questions about completing your SSAR? 

Video instructions: http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/videos/ 

Q&A: https://www.unf.edu/admissions/apply/SSAR.aspx 
 

https://admissions.ufl.edu/appstatus.html
https://admissions.ufl.edu/apply/freshman/ssar-faq
https://admissions.ufl.edu/blog/2016/11/14/ssar-common-mistakes.html
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
https://admissions.fsu.edu/statuscheck/
http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/videos/
http://admissions.fsu.edu/freshman/ssar/videos/
https://www.unf.edu/admissions/apply/SSAR.aspx
https://www.unf.edu/admissions/apply/SSAR.aspx
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Your Activity Résumé 
 

During a recent information session at an Ivy League college, the admissions officer gave specific advice to 
potential applicants: “Don’t be shy! Brag! Give us as much information as possible, because you are up against 
thousands of other applicants, and if you really want us to get to know who you are, then tell TELL TELL!” 
 
Everything you do, especially outside the classroom, tells the admissions committee what kind of person you 
are. From the quality and duration of your participation in certain activities, your reader will gain a more in-
depth understanding of your personality and character from your activity résumé. This is essentially a well-
organized table describing your most meaningful experiences outside the classroom since the beginning of 
ninth grade. Your résumé does not substitute for the activities table you must complete on your applications 
(which typically does not provide enough room for detailed descriptions.)  
 
Your activity résumé should not exceed two pages, and each page should contain your name and other 
identifying information, such as your address, phone number, and email. 
 
An effective format for your activity résumé contains six major categories, and includes both school and non-
school activities: 
 

1. Extracurricular activities 

2. Community service 

3. Summer experiences 

4. Employment and internships 

5. Hobbies and interests 

6. Honors and awards 
 
However, an even more effective résumé thematically organizes the above categories (e.g, Research & 
Medical Activities, Global Awareness & Politics) regardless if activities took place in or out of school, during the 
school year or in the summer. 
 
You’ll use your activity résumé in a variety of ways: 

 To share with anyone writing a recommendation for you 

 To share with an alumni interviewer  

 To copy activity information in a consistent, well considered way into your applications 

 To upload with an application that provides the facility to do so 

 To email or snail-mail to a college whose application doesn’t have an upload facility and that doesn’t 
prohibit your sending additional information 
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YOUR ACTIVITY RÉSUMÉ (continued)  
Although you will not need proof of your efforts in this area, it is not unheard of for admission officers to 
check up on your activities, just as an employer might check up on an employee’s résumé. It is essential, 
therefore, that you not exaggerate or lie about what you have done. Use the worksheets at the end of the 
Appendix to record what you have been doing outside the classroom. Don’t miss any opportunities to 
highlight activities that will enhance your admissions profile. 
 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES & COMMUNITY SERVICE 
The truth about college admissions today is that selective universities are not looking for well-rounded 
students, but for well-rounded student bodies. In other words, colleges are looking for “angled” students — 
which means that you should not get involved with ten school clubs just to appear to be a Renaissance 
student. Besides, a one-hour per week activity is usually considered insignificant. If you have been involved in 
an activity since freshman year, do not drop it in your senior year. You do not want to appear noncommittal or 
fickle when it comes to your activities. 

Overall, it is better to be involved in 3-4 activities wholeheartedly than in 9-10 superficially, because colleges 
look for leadership, initiative, impact, and long-term commitment. 
 

List your activities — in and out of school — in their order of importance to you, and include the following: 

 Activity (e.g., Varsity Football, Student Government, Yearbook, Youth Court, Debate, Spanish 
Club, Drama, Piano, Youth Group, etc.)  

 School Years (e.g., 10-12 for an activity that spans grades 10 through 12) 

 Hours/Week and Weeks/Year (This is optional, since most applications ask for the time 
commitment for each activity. However, if you include this on your résumé, you may estimate 
the hours/week as a range of hours, such as 3-5 hours/week. A school year typically spans 36 
weeks, the summer typically spans 13 weeks, and most athletic seasons span 15 weeks.)  

 Positions and the year in which each position was held (e.g., President (11-12), Captain (12), 
Founder (10)) 

 Description of your involvement in the activity, highlighting leadership, initiative, contributions, 
achievements, unique aspects of your participation, and the impact of your involvement on you 
and/or others. Your more meaningful activities should include more detail than the others. 

 

SUMMER EXPERIENCES 
Summer experiences represent a special kind of extracurricular activity. Admissions officers like students who 
use their summer productively, perhaps working, studying, doing community service, or traveling. List these 
activities in reverse chronological order. 

WORK EXPERIENCES 
Admissions officers respect students who work, treating the experience as an extracurricular activity. If your 
work experience is related to your intended major, it may play an even more vital role in the admissions 
process. List your work experience (employer, job title, years of employment, and description) in reverse 
chronological order.  
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RELIGIOUS & CULTURAL EXPERIENCES 

If you are very involved in your church, synagogue, temple, or other organized religious/cultural activity, you 
may want to include the most meaningful of those commitments.  
 

HOBBIES & INTERESTS 

It can also be helpful to list hobbies and interests that are not organized activities per se. For example, if you 
spend many hours a week reading novels, the admissions officer will only learn this about you if you mention 
it. In fact, reading is probably one of the best hobbies you can have, as it helps you become a better writer and 
prepares you for the often grueling reading lists in college-level courses.  
 
A word of warning, however: you should exercise restraint when it comes to the amount of detail and breadth 
you provide. Do not include something you do for only a few hours a year like bird watching with your 
grandfather. If you play with your dog every day, that may not be the most salient detail to include. However, 
if you develop your passion for dogs into a private dog-walking service that earns you extra spending money 
over the summer, this is something that shows initiative, commitment, and entrepreneurial spirit, and you will 
definitely want to include it in your activity résumé. 
 
Think of the main things you do in your free time — from yoga to yodeling — and list these in order of their 
importance to you. If you list too many interests and your grades are not particularly high, the admissions 
officer will recognize that you may not know how to prioritize your time commitments.  
 

AWARDS & HONORS 

Hopefully, you have kept track of all the awards and honors you have won, collecting the individual documents 
in a file. Awards and honors may include: school, regional or national recognitions in any subject; honor 
societies; most improved player awards; sports competitions; national sports rankings; All-Star teams or 
nominations; National Merit Scholar, Finalist, or Semi-Finalist; highest AP Scholar award; science fair and 
academic competition results, among others.  
 
List non-academic awards on your résumé with their associated activities. Academic awards and general 
community service awards should be listed together in a separate “Honors” section, beginning with the most 
recent/most important. 
 
Put the Honors section at the end of your résumé to show your humility. 
 
 

SUMMARY 

When it comes to selling yourself to the colleges of your choice, it is important to remember that your 
application will be one of thousands read by each college admissions committee in any given year. As such, it 
is imperative that you find a way to personalize your application and make it stand out. The secret here is to 
spend as much time as possible exploring yourself both as a student and as a person, assessing your strengths 
and weaknesses, goals and aspirations. If you can give a compelling and accurate view of who you are, making 
the facts and figures of your application come alive, then you have a leg up on your competition. The truth is, 
what colleges want to see in your application is ——— you!  
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Effective College Visits 
(In Person & Virtual) 

 

 

Visit as many colleges as possible BEFORE you apply…preferably when classes are 
in session! 

An increasingly important factor in college admissions is the interest you 
show in a college. The very best way to show your interest is to visit the 
campus, making your visit known through your on-campus contacts with 
Admissions staff and faculty. Your visit can, in fact, be the “tip” factor. 
 

Visiting a college before you apply will help you write a stronger response to the important 
application question, “Why are you applying to this college?” Colleges use your response to 
help determine if you and the college are truly a good match for each other.  
 
And, of course, visiting several colleges early in the application process will help you 
determine the academic and social environment in which you will thrive.  
 

DON’T SHOW UP UNANNOUNCED! 
 Call Admissions to make an appointment for a campus visit several weeks in advance 

— the best days to visit are Mondays through Thursdays. While some colleges don’t 
require an advance appointment, many of them do — so CALL ADMISSIONS IN 
ADVANCE! Some colleges also take reservations for an information session and campus 
tour through their website. 

 If taking off from school to visit is difficult, ask about open-house weekend 
presentations.  

 Plan to stay at least ½ day...but preferably overnight if you’re a senior (most private 
colleges will make arrangements for a freshman to serve as your host for the evening 
and next day). 

 Bring a digital camera (OK to take pics with your cell if you don’t use it for other purposes) 

 When you leave campus, turn on a recorder as you discuss your impressions with your 
parents 

 

YOUR COLLEGE VISIT SHOULD INCLUDE 
 Information session 

 Campus tour 

 Admissions interview (if offered) 

 Attending a class or meeting with a professor/advisor in your area of interest 

 Meeting with a coach, if you’re interested in athletic recruitment 

 Overnight in the dorm (if offered) 

VIRTUAL  
COLLEGE VISITS 

In the age of Covid-19, 
most college visits have 
been transformed to 
virtual events – which you 
should take advantage of 
for a few reasons: 

 You’ll learn enough 
about a college to help 
determine if it could be 
a match for you. 

 You’ll demonstrate 
your interest, as an 
“active” visitor, you 
may improve your 
chances for admission. 

 You’ll gather info to 
help you write a more 
impactful “Why this 
college?” essay. 

 
Register for virtual visits 
on a college’s website.  
 
If there’s an opportunity 
to ask questions during 
the visit, have some good 
ones prepared in advance. 
 
Email a thank-you note to 
your local admissions rep. 
 
P.S. Take unofficial 
campus tours through 
sites like campusreel.org 
to learn more about the 
true campus vibe. 
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THE INFORMATION SESSION 

This group session for prospective students and parents is typically led by an admissions 
officer, sometimes supplemented with a presentation from current students. Most colleges 
offer information sessions during the week, in the morning and again in the afternoon, and 
sometimes on a Saturday morning. An information session lasts about an hour, and you’ll 
have ample opportunity to ask questions.  

 Be informed! Read as much as you can about the college BEFORE you visit.  

 Sit close to the front; look incredibly interested in what’s going on, even if you’re not! 

 Dress neatly — and wear a bright shirt, blouse, or sweater to help you stand out 

 Take good notes... begin by writing down the names of the presenters so you can 
address them by name when you ask questions (and always stand up to introduce 
yourself by name, school, and location) 

 Ask at least one question that is general enough to apply to most other students:  

o If I were to poll the students on this campus about what they love most 
about this college and what they’d like to change, what are the most likely 
themes I might hear?  

o What are some of the notable internship and research opportunities 
available to undergrads? 

o What’s a typical freshman course-load?  

o How big are freshman intro classes?  

o For a test-optional college: What role do SAT and ACT scores play in your 
admission process? If a student doesn’t submit scores, how is the student’s 
application evaluated? 

o How can a student combine two areas of interest into a double-major or 
self-designed major when the two areas appear unrelated (e.g., theatre and 
physics; business and English) 

o What are the burning issues on campus (college or global political issues)?  

o Is there an advantage to applying early decision or early action? 

o Who are your "peer" colleges – and how do you distinguish yourself from 
them? What do you regard as the most special features of this college? 

o How does a student whose major is the ever-popular "undecided" truly find 
his or her passion here? 

o Do you recalculate the GPA based on core academic courses? Is it weighted 
or unweighted? 

o I attend a very competitive high school. How you take that into 
consideration when evaluating my academic performance.  

o Do you evaluate IB, AP, AICE, and Dual Enrollment courses the same way? 
That is, do you consider them to be equally rigorous, or are some 
considered to be more rigorous? 

o Can you talk about diversity on campus?… Are you doing anything special to 
increase diversity or to recruit underrepresented minority students?  

o Do the admission requirements for out-of-staters differ from those for in-
staters?  

o Can you explain how your pre-med advising program works? How 
successful were this year’s graduates who applied to medical school?  

 
Never ask a question that can be easily answered in the college’s literature or website.  

VIRTUAL  
INFO SESSIONS 

Yes, colleges also offer 
virtual information 
sessions, for which you 
can register on their 
website. Some sessions 
are pre-recorded, while 
others are live. Attending 
a live session is often 
better since nothing will 
be rehearsed or edited. 
And you’ll probably have 
more opportunities to ask 
questions and make an 
impression on the 
admission officer leading 
the presentation. 
 
So follow the same advice 
as you see on the left side 
of the page! Make sure to 
take good notes, as they’ll 
help you evaluate the 
college as a potential fit 
for you and also provide 
you with invaluable 
information for writing a 
convincing “Why this 
college?” supplemental 
essay. 
 
Follow-up with an emailed 
thank-you note to the 
admissions staff member 
leading the information 
session. Also email your 
local admissions rep to let 
him or her know how 
much you enjoyed the info 
session and to ask an 
insightful question. Also 
ask if you can stay in touch 
if you have additional 
questions. 
 
Sign up for college mailing 
lists as yet another way to 
stay informed and 
demonstrate interest. 
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AFTER THE INFORMATION SESSION 

Approach the presenter to introduce yourself with a big smile, great eye contact, firm handshake, and using 
that person's name.  

 Ask the presenter if you can meet with him or her (or the admissions person who is reads 
applications from your school) after the campus tour (which you’re likely to do next), so you can 
ask more personal questions — if you feel too shy to ask this question, just ask if you can remain in 
contact with the presenter if you have additional questions  

 Ask the presenter for his or her business card  

 E-mail or write a thank-you note to the presenter for the Information Session. 

 

 

If you meet with an admissions rep after the tour… 

 Questions asked in this more personal setting should always reveal something about you and give an 
indication of the way in which you’ll contribute to the campus community… 

o Because I have an interest in the medical field, I’m wondering if you can tell me who to contact 
here to get more information about your pre-med advising program.  

o I’ve been volunteering at a local hospice for the past two years and very much enjoy that 
commitment. I’m wondering if there are similar opportunities here.  

o As a vocal performer, I am wondering how heavily my audition will be weighted in the 
admissions process.  

o As a student who is passionate about music business, I’d like to be involved in event planning on 
campus. Would it be possible for me, as a freshman, to join the committee who plans the 
concerts and brings performing artists to campus?  

o I run track for my school and while I don't think I'm fast enough to run varsity, I wonder if you 
can tell me about the JV team and the club team.  

o I’ve been involved in Teen Cabaret in my town… Are there similar opportunities here?  

o I’ve been taking vocal lessons since I’m five, and although I don’t plan to major in vocal 
performance, I’m wondering how I might continue those lessons here. 

o I swim on my school’s varsity team, but I know I’m not good enough for your varsity team. How 
can I find out more about your JV and club teams?  

o I’ve been on my school’s community service planning board and really enjoy planning major 
outreach activities. Is there something similar I can do here?  

 Write a thank-you note to the admission rep who took the time to talk to you. 
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THE CAMPUS TOUR 

Most colleges offer a group tour, led by a student (walking backwards!), immediately following the 
Information Session. You’ll need a good hour for a campus tour… and more time to explore on your own after 
the tour. 

Walk close to your student tour guide so you can ask lots of personal questions: 

 What other colleges did you consider and why did you pick this one? 

 How much time do you spend studying every night? 

 Do students tend to be competitive or work collaboratively? 

 Can you give me examples of how accessible your professors are? 

 Are you satisfied with your education here? 

 What are weekends like? Is there too much of an emphasis on partying and drinking? 

 How approachable is the administration when students want to request a policy change? 

 If you could change anything at all about this university, what would you change? 

 What do you like best about this school? 
 

OH! THE PLACES YOU’LL GO!... ON YOUR TOUR OR ON YOUR OWN 

Campus Atmosphere, Buildings & Grounds 
 Are students friendly to you as you pass by? 

 Are the kids walking in groups? Do they look happy? 

 Are professors mixing with students?  

 Are the buildings and grounds well maintained? 
 

Student Center 
 Eat there!  

 Do the students look happy or stressed? 

 Are they eating alone or in groups?  Does the arrangement appear to be “segregated”? 

 Find a student to sit with, and ask lots of questions! 

 Are the students friendly? 

 Pick up the school newspaper to find out what’s really happening here 
 

Bookstore 
 Is it a neat place where you can have fun shopping for what you need? 

 Are the shelves well stocked? 

 Are the sales people helpful? 

 Buy a t-shirt or baseball cap to remember your visit! 
 

Library 
 How busy is it? Are there enough librarians around to help students? 

 Ask the librarian about the strengths and weaknesses of the facility 

 Does it appear to be a social library or a study library? 
 

Classroom Buildings 
 Evaluate the room size... large lecture halls may be a sign of an impersonal education 

 Chairs arranged in a circle or around a table suggest an interactive education with greater student participation 

 Are faculty in their offices with open doors?  Do their posted office hours seem liberal?  
 



College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
61 

THE CAMPUS TOUR (continued) 

Career Services Office 
 Critically evaluate the job and internship postings to determine if the college can truly help you find a 

meaningful internship and job 

 Ask students you meet in this office if the counselors are helpful 

 
Religious, Minority, and International Student Groups 
 If spending time with other students who share your heritage is important to you, visit their club facilities on 

campus, such as Hillel or Chabad (Jewish), Newman Club (Catholic), Campus Crusade (Interdenominational 
Christian), Wesley Foundation (Methodist), Black Student Association, Indian Student Union, Asian Student 
Association 

 Make an appointment to meet with the director and/or student members  

 
Financial Aid Office (Parents) 

 Talk to a counselor about scholarship and loan opportunities 

 Discuss your particular situation 

 Make note of deadline dates! 

 

THE INTERVIEW — YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SELL YOURSELF! 
 

The campus interview is a fact-finding mission for both parties, regardless of the type of interview — 
informational or evaluative. 
 

Dress comfortably 

 Boys:  Nice pants, button-down collar shirt, nice shoes and socks 

 Girls:  Skirt or nice pants, simple blouse or sweater, nice shoes 
 

What really happens? 

 Interview time: 30 - 45 minutes 

 Arrive early and check-in 

 Greet your interviewer with a firm handshake and a warm smile, repeating his or her name so you will 
remember it and call the interviewer by name as you talk 

 Introduce your parents 

 Follow the interviewer into his or her office for a private interview 

 Parents should STAY OUT! 
 

The interview begins 

 Take whatever chair is offered you, and don't move it 

 Sit naturally, in a comfortable "open" position, hands on the arms of the chair or in your lap, legs crossed at the 
ankles or knees 

 Make eye contact and smile 
 

Your responses 

 Follow the 60-40 Rule (you talk 60%, the interviewer talks 40%) 

 An interviewer's worst nightmare: a student who responds with 1-word answers or stares at the walls and floor 
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THE INTERVIEW (continued) 

The first few minutes 

 The Ice-Breaker... conversation of a general nature 

 Let your answers flow naturally 

 Relax! 

 
The “meat” of the interview 

 Questions to probe your background and future plans 

 Do some thinking about yourself before the interview... but don't be afraid to respond, “I don't know.” 

 
What’s the interviewer looking for? 

 Intellectual promise 

 Motivation and energy level 

 Personality and sense of humor 

 Independence and leadership 

 Interest in the college — and knowledge about it 

 Preparation for the interview 

 
Some typical questions the interviewer may ask 

 Tell me about yourself. 

 Describe your school and what you enjoy most about it. 

 What have you read lately? 

 What would your teachers tell us about you?  

 Do your SAT/ACT scores or grades accurately reflect your abilities? 

 How have you contributed to your school? Your community? 

 What three adjectives describe you? 

 Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 20 years? 

 If you could eat dinner with anyone in the world, who would it be and why? 

 What is your weakness? Your strength? 

 What bothers you most about the world around you? 

 What can you offer this college? 

 Why are you interested in this college? In your major? 

 
Questions for you to ask 

 What would you say are the special features of this college that distinguish it? 

 How is experiential education incorporated into the curriculum? 

 Are students politically active?  Concerned with global issues?  

 How would you describe the student who is a great fit for this college? 

 What do students love best about this college?  

 What have been the burning issues on campus this past year? 

 Why do students leave this college? What are the most common student complaints? 

 How are the town-gown relationships? 

Write your questions on a note card so you won't be nervously trying to remember them and so you'll look 
incredibly prepared! Your most important questions should reveal something about you.  
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THE INTERVIEW (continued) 

More specific questions to ask — modify them to meet your specific needs 

 I'm considering majoring in creative writing because I’ve enjoyed my involvement with my school’s 
literary magazine. What kind of similar opportunities are there here? 

 I’ve been volunteering at a local hospice for the past two years and very much enjoy that commitment. 
I’m wondering if there are similar opportunities here. 

 Since you offer a major in music and one in business, how does that compare to a university that offers a 
specific major in music business – or vice versa (similarly for biology and chemistry). 

 As a music business major, will there be opportunities for me to perform in college musicals or operatic 
performances? 

 I run track for my school and while I don't think I'm fast enough to run varsity, I wonder if you can tell 
me about the JV and club teams. 

 If students here could change just one thing about the university, what do you think it would be? 

 I’ve been playing the guitar for the past 3 years and really enjoy it. How can I incorporate it into my life 
here without majoring in music? 

 Ask if that person is an alum of the college... If so, ask how they enjoyed their experience there and how 
they've seen the college change from their student days until now.  

 
Wrapping It Up 

 If you’ve described yourself adequately, you can ask about your chances for admission. 

 Ask for your interviewer’s business card. 

 Ask your interviewer if it’s alright to stay in touch later in the admissions cycle – and periodically call or 
email with some good questions (but don’t make a pain in the a—of yourself!) 

 Offer your hand in another firm handshake; thank your interviewer for his or her time. 

 Write a thank-you note as soon as you get home! 

 
 

Good luck and enjoy your college visits! 

 
If you cannot arrange to visit some college campuses… 

 

Take advantage of opportunities to meet with college reps when they visit the local community. Check colleges’ 
websites and your emails for these announcements. Attending an off-campus information session is the next best 
thing to visiting. 

 

College fairs in the local area are yet one more way to get firsthand information about colleges. Since a fair can be 
overwhelming, try to get a list of attending colleges in advance and decide which ones you want to talk to. College 
fairs tend to be arranged in long rows of tables, alphabetically by college name. Because there’s always a crowd, 
you’ll only get a few moments to ask questions, get the representative’s business card, and leave your contact 
information – and your own self-created business card as well! 
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THE VIRTUAL INTERVIEW  
 
Because of Covid-19, some colleges are conducting admissions and/or alumni interviews 
through a virtual platform. Everything you read on the previous two pages about interviews 
is valid for virtual interviews, but there are some added considerations for virtual…  
 
Time: If you’re in a different time zone than your interviewer, make sure you have the correct 
time for the interviewer. Try to schedule an interview when few people will be at home so there won’t be 
distracting noise during the interview. And make sure you’re on time, or even a bit early! 

 
Get comfortable with the technology: Before the date of your interview, make sure you know what type of 
virtual chat program you’ll be using and how it works. Practice using Skype, Google Meet, IChat, GoToMeeting, or 
Zoom with a friend. Test your microphone and camera; make sure you know how to adjust the volume and the 
picture. Check your image out to make sure that you’re close enough to be heard but far enough away that your 
body language can convey your positive thoughts – and make sure your camera isn’t pointing up your nose! Check 
out your background; you don’t want it to distract… more on that below. 
 

Appearances do matter: Just because you’re not interviewing in person doesn’t mean you can slack off on your 
appearance. If you have the “just rolled out of bed” look it will show. Make sure your hair is neat, eyes are always 
open and focused on the camera, and big smile on your face. Your shirt, blouse, or sweater is important – a solid 
color is best, and, if possible, wear something in the school’s official color. Pay attention to what’s behind you; the 
interviewer can see your surroundings so make sure you’re in a clean room, sitting in a comfortable chair at a table 
or desk, definitely not in your bed. A clean, crisp background (bookshelves, relatively bare wall, etc.) can be a big 
help, ensuring that your interviewer will be focused on you. Check the lighting as well; you want to be sure that 
your interviewer can clearly see your face. If you have a window behind you, you’ll want to draw the blinds for a 
daytime interview (bright light behind you will not only be distracting but will also cast your face in a shadow). 
Silence your cell phone, but keep it nearby in case your connection fails. You may want to have some water or 
tissues at hand so you won’t need to leave your setting for even a few seconds. 

 

Body Language: You can’t firmly shake an interviewer’s hand or as easily exude enthusiasm when you’re online. 
But what you can do is monitor your body language. To communicate confidence, sit up straight, smile, and keep 
your camera at eye level. Research shows that interviewers are more likely to remember what you said if you 
maintain eye contact, so keep your focus on the camera when talking, not on the image of the admissions 
counselor. 

 
Show your interest: During the interview, make sure you communicate your interest in the school. If you weren’t 
able to visit, be able to effectively communicate why the school is at the top of your list based on the research 
you’ve conducted. If you did visit, show your enthusiasm by sharing your impressions of the campus and 
community. Talk about what excites you about the school. 

 
 
Remember, just because you’re doing a virtual interview, it’s still an interview. The conversation you have is still 
going to be used in evaluation of your application! So all the interview tips on the previous pages are the same – 
including your sending a thank-you note ASAP! 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16081035
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16081035
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Scholarships & Financial Aid 

 

 

The cost of a college education is rising and, contrary to popular opinion, most students do not get a full ride to 
college. Some, like athletes or extremely talented performers, do receive full scholarships to certain colleges, but 
the majority of students find themselves with a gap between what their parents can contribute towards college 
and the amount that they will need to pay for the cost of attendance. Cost of attendance at college includes many 
expenses besides tuition and room and board. It also will include some fees, books (which can be over $1,000 per 
year), transportation, travel to college, health insurance (if you are not covered by your parents’ policy) and costs 
for miscellaneous items such as laundry, shampoo, and spending money. This financial gap can, in some cases, be 
bridged by financial aid and scholarships.  
 

FINANCIAL AID 
Most financial aid comes from the U.S. government or the university itself. In order to receive financial aid, you will 
need to qualify based on your family’s income and ability to pay your expenses. Financial aid from the government 
will be of three types: 
 

 Grants: money that does not have to paid back 

 Work Study: the student takes a job on campus and gets a salary which is paid weekly or 
biweekly directly to the student 

 Student Loans: low cost, long payback, good terms. Anyone that fills out the financial aid 
form has the opportunity to borrow money from the government 

 

FAFSA: FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID 
This is the universal application for financial aid. It is a joint application using information from parent and student 
income and is completely free to file. The FAFSA can be accessed online (www.fafsa.gov) starting October 1st. It’s 
advisable to file your FAFSA as soon as possible after October 1st using income/assets from two years prior to your 
starting year in college (e.g., for students applying for entrance in fall 2021, income/assets are from 2019). 
However, students applying for admission for summer 2021 must also submit another FAFSA — based on 
income/assets from 2018. DO NOT PROCRASTINATE. Students who file early have the best opportunity for the 
maximum financial aid for which they qualify. Filling out the FAFSA late can reduce your aid package. 
 

CSS PROFILE 
The CSS Profile is a more detailed financial aid form that is used by some of the higher-profile private universities 
that have their own institutional money to give. These funds can be significant. Students can access this form 
beginning in October of their senior year and fill it out with their parents. The form can be accessed at 

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/. Make sure to check the website for each of your colleges to determine if 
they require only the FAFSA or both FAFSA and CSS Profile – and/or its own financial aid form. Each college will also 
have its own financial aid deadlines. 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
The number and types of scholarships are infinite. All scholarships have some kind of criteria. Some may be based 
on GPA, ACT or SAT scores, and even on your community service, religion, ethnicity, major, talent, financial need,  
etc. Searching for scholarships should be an ongoing process throughout senior year since some have early 
deadlines (August and September), and others will, in fact, have deadlines as late as June or July. Each scholarship 
application will be different and requires different information. The fact is, though, that the more scholarships you 
apply for, the more scholarship money you can earn. If you only apply for one, your chances of receiving money are 
greatly reduced. In addition, do not let the essay or two scare you off. The more involved the application is, the 
fewer the number of students who apply, and that increases your chances of winning. Many universities also have 
their own scholarships, so make sure to check each college’s website for scholarship opportunities. Sign up on 
several scholarship search engines to help you find appropriate scholarships for you. 
 

 www.collegeboard.org 

 www.fastweb.com 

 www.cappex.com 

 www.goingmerry.com  
                         

Use Google creatively to search for scholarships for your major, your ethnicity, or anything else you can think of. 
And apply, Apply, APPLY! All scholarship applications are free, and if you are charged a fee to apply DON’T.  
 

BRIGHT FUTURES 
This scholarship for Florida residents who plan to attend college in Florida is outlined on the following page. There 
are requirements for: 

 GPA 

 Core academic courses 

 Test score (ACT or SAT)  

 Community service  
 
For students who begin college in fall 2021, Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) attending a public institution will 
receive an award covering 100% of tuition and fees (activity & service fee, health fee, athletic fee, financial aid fee, 
capital improvement fee, campus access/transportation fee, technology fee, tuition differential fee) plus $300. 
Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS) will receive 75% tuition and fees at a public institution, and summer 2021 
funding. (https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter2.pdf) 
 
Students attending a private institution will receive a comparable amount as noted in the Private Award Chart. 
(https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf) 
 
The Boyd Florida Resident Access Grant, also called the Effective Access to Student Education (EASE) Scholarship, 
awarded to Bright Futures students who matriculate in 4-year private universities in Florida, provides $3,500/year. 
There’s more information here: https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/factsheets/EASE.pdf.  
 
Even if you don’t plan to go to college in Florida, you should still apply for Bright Futures beginning on October 1 of 
your senior year (www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org). You do not need to have all of the requirements at the time 
of application, but you must have them by graduation to receive the scholarship.  
 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter2.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/factsheets/EASE.pdf
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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BRIGHT FUTURES (continued) 
 

Refer to the Bright Futures Handbook (https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN) for 
additional information. The Florida Department of Education updates the Handbook by the end of every summer, 
and periodically throughout the year if necessary. 
 
You’ll need more than Bright Futures to pay for college, so don’t count on it as your only funding source. 

 
FLORIDA INCENTIVE SCHOLARSHIP 
On June 2, 2014, Florida Governor Scott signed Senate Bill 5101 into law, creating the Florida Incentive 
Scholarship Program. The scholarship is available to National Merit® and National Achievement® Scholars who 
initially enroll in an eligible 4-year college or university in Florida in the fall following high school graduation. 
Students must enroll full-time and maintain a 3.0 GPA in order for the scholarship to automatically renew 
throughout a 4-year or 5-year undergraduate degree program. The scholarship amount is calculated as the 
Cost of Attendance (COA) less Bright Futures less any National Merit or National Achievement Award. If a 
student attends a private college in Florida, COA is based on the maximum COA for a public university in 
Florida.  
 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
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Students Graduating High School in 2021 

 Florida Academic 
Scholars 

Florida Medallion 
Scholars 

Recalculated GPA 
includes only core 
academic courses 
(H/AP/AICE/DE) 
 
Credit     Weighting 

1      .50 
    .5              .25 

3.5 3.0 

Test Scores 
 
SAT:  Reading + Math  
ACT:  Composite Score 
 
Each test is super-scored 

SAT:  1330 
ACT:  29 

SAT:  1210 
ACT:  25 

Community Service 
Hours must be served at 
a not-for profit and 
submitted on letterhead 
to the BF Coordinator 

100 Hours 75 Hours 

Included Classes 
16 Core Classes + two in 
any core area including 
AP/AICE fine arts courses 
to raise GPA 

 4 English 
 4 Math (at or above Alg 1) 
 3 Natural Science (2 with lab) 
 3 Social Studies 
 2 Foreign Language  
    (same language) 
_________________ 
+ 2 if needed 

FAS and FMS may also be earned through completion of the AICE or IB Diploma. 
Indicated community service is still required. 

 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/FAS-FMS.pdf 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/FAS-FMS.pdf


College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
69 

 

Web Resources 
 

EXPLORING COLLEGE OPTIONS 

www.usnews.com/best-colleges  
U.S. News college search page and college rankings 
 

www.collegeboard.org  
College Board: college search engine, testing information, & financial aid calculator 
 

www.collegedata.com  
College search, detailed profiles, and your chances for admission 
 

https://colleges.niche.com/  (formerly College Prowler) 
Niche provides nitty-gritty detail about hundreds of colleges (they sell great subjective college guide books too!) 
 

https://www.chegg.com/schools    
Search hundreds of 4-year colleges, network w/potential applicants, contact w/colleges through “shout outs” 
 

www.cappex.com   
Search 3000 colleges, including for-profit colleges, scholarship info, evaluating your chances for admission 
 

www.petersons.com  
Peterson's: college search engine & college information database 
 

http://www.princetonreview.com/colleges-majors.aspx  
Princeton Review site to help in choosing a college and major 
 

http://www.ucan-network.org/   
Great detail on colleges! 
 

College social media sites – official & unofficial: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, SnapChat, YouTube 
 

College admission blogs 

 

STUDENT REVIEWS, BLOGS, VIDEOS 

www.unigo.com  
www.collegeconfidential.com  
www.studentsreview.com  

http://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegedata.com/
https://colleges.niche.com/
https://www.chegg.com/schools
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/colleges-majors.aspx
http://www.ucan-network.org/
http://www.unigo.com/
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/
http://www.studentsreview.com/
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SAT & ACT POLICIES, INCLUDING TEST-OPTIONAL 

www.fairtest.org  

 

COLLEGE CAMPUS TOURS 

www.youniversitytv.com  
www.campusexplorer.com  
www.ecampustours.com 
www.campusreel.org   

 

TEST REGISTRATION SITES 

www.collegeboard.org  
College Board (SAT) 
 

www.actstudent.org  
ACT  

 

EXPLORING FINANCIAL AID 

www.finaid.org  
The most comprehensive financial aid on the Web, hundreds of useful links 
Financial aid calculator 
 

www.fastweb.com, https://www.cappex.com/scholarships/, and www.goingmerry.com  
Top sites for financial aid and scholarship information 
 

www.fafsa.ed.gov  
Electronic FAFSA 
 

https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx (omit the www prefix!)   
Electronic PROFILE form & list of schools requiring it as part of their financial aid process 
 

www.studentaid.ed.gov/sa/  
Overall source of financial aid information 

 

EXPLORING SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

http://edu.fastweb.com/v/o_registration/flow/step1?utm_source=fw_home1  
Private scholarship search 
 

www.gocollege.com  
Scholarship and college searches 

 
  

http://www.fairtest.org/
http://www.youniversitytv.com/
http://www.campusexplorer.com/
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.campusreel.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.cappex.com/scholarships/
http://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
http://edu.fastweb.com/v/o_registration/flow/step1?utm_source=fw_home1
http://www.gocollege.com/
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EXPLORING LOAN OPPORTUNITIES 

www.salliemae.com/student-loans  
Sallie Mae loan information 
 

 

EXPLORING MAJORS & CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

www.mymajors.com  
Find your major! 
 
www.floridashines.org/find-a-career/plan-your-future  
Florida Shines: Information for college and career planning 
 
www.ecampustours.com  
Virtual tours of 1300+ campuses, career exploration & choosing a major 

 

ATHLETICS 
http://www.ncaa.org/about 
The National College Athletic Association – all the rules and regulation about athletic recruitment at Division I, 
Division II, and Division III colleges 
 

http://www.salliemae.com/student-loans
http://www.mymajors.com/
http://www.floridashines.org/find-a-career/plan-your-future
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.ncaa.org/about
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Resource Books 

 

OBJECTIVE COLLEGE GUIDE BOOKS 
o Best Colleges 2021: Find the Best Colleges for You!, U.S. News & World Report, annual 

o The College Handbook. College Board, annual *** 
 

SUBJECTIVE COLLEGE GUIDE BOOKS 
o Fiske, Edward B. Fiske Guide to Colleges, annual *** 

o Pope, Lauren. Colleges that Change Lives: 40 Colleges You Should Know About, 2012 

 & website: https://ctcl.org/ 

o Best 385 Colleges. Princeton Review, annual 

o Macleans [Canadian magazine, annually ranks Canadian universities: https://www.macleans.ca/education/university-

rankings/university-rankings-2020/] 

o The Insider’s Guide to the Colleges. Yale Daily News, almost annual *** 

o Tanabe, Gen and Kelly, The Ultimate Guide to America's Best Colleges 2020 
 

PERFORMING ARTS GUIDE BOOKS 
o Everett, Carole J. College Guide for Performing Arts Majors: The Real-World Admission Guide for Dance, 

Music, and Theater Majors (Peterson's College Guide for Performing Arts Majors)  
 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
o Bruni, Frank. Where You Go Is Not Who You'll Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania, 2015 

o Lyon, Mark. The Art of College Admissions, 2016 

o Chicuén, María Carla. Achieve the College Dream: You Don't Need to Be Rich to Attend a Top School, 
2016  

o Ocampo, Roxanne. Flight of the Quetzal Mama: How to Raise Latino Superstars and Get Them into the 
Best Colleges, 2016 

o Ferguson, Andrew. Crazy U: One Dad’s Crash Course in Getting His Kid Into College, 2011 

o Givens, Jessica. Get Your Summer Strategy On!: A Guide for Transforming Your High School Summers 
into College Admissions Gold (Volume 1), 2012 

o London, Michael and Kramer, Stephen. The New Rules of College Admissions: Ten Former Admissions 
Officers Reveal What it Takes to Get Into College Today. Fireside Books, 2006  

o Mathews, Jay. Harvard Schmarvard: Getting Beyond the Ivy League. Prima, 2003 

https://ctcl.org/
https://www.macleans.ca/education/university-rankings/university-rankings-2020/
https://www.macleans.ca/education/university-rankings/university-rankings-2020/
http://www.amazon.com/College-Guide-Performing-Arts-Majors/dp/076892698X/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309617563&sr=1-5
http://www.amazon.com/College-Guide-Performing-Arts-Majors/dp/076892698X/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309617563&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Mar%C3%ADa-Carla-Chicu%C3%A9n/e/B019D47U0G/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Get-Your-Summer-Strategy-Transforming/dp/0984596496/ref=sr_1_38?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309618226&sr=1-38
http://www.amazon.com/Get-Your-Summer-Strategy-Transforming/dp/0984596496/ref=sr_1_38?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309618226&sr=1-38
http://www.amazon.com/New-Rules-College-Admissions-Officers/dp/0743280679/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1247891746&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/New-Rules-College-Admissions-Officers/dp/0743280679/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1247891746&sr=8-1
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS (continued) 
o The College Transitions Team. Colleges Worth Your Money, A Guide to What America’s Top Schools Can 

Do for You, 2021 

o Barnard, Brennan & Clark, Rick. The Truth about College Admission, A Family Guide to Getting In and 
Staying Together, 2019 

o Steinberg, Jacques. The Gatekeepers, Inside the Admissions Process of a Premier College, 2002 
 

MAJORS & OTHER SELECTION CRITERIA 
o Antonoff, Steven, College Match: A Blueprint for Choosing the Best School for You, 14th edition 

o Book of Majors. College Board, almost annual *** 

o Rugg, Frederick E. Rugg's Recommendations, annual 

o Shatkin, Laurence. Quick Guide to Choosing Your College Major, 2019 
 

LEARNING DISABILITIES 
o Kravets, Marybeth et al. K&W Guide to Colleges for Students with Learning Disabilities. Princeton 

Review, almost annual 
 

APPLICATION ESSAY ADVICE 
o Sawyer, Ethan. College Essay ESSENTIALS. 2016 
 

COLLEGE VISITS 
o Schneider, Zola Dincin. Campus Visits and College Interviews (College Board, 2012)  
 

STUDENT ATHLETES 
o Benjamin, Ashley and Cauthen, Michael. The Student-Athlete’s College Recruitment Guide, 2009 

o College Bound Sports. The High School Athlete's Guide to College Sports: How to Market Yourself to the 
School of Your Dreams, 2005 

o Dion Wheeler. The Sports Scholarships Insider's Guide: Getting Money For College At Any Division, 2009 

o Athletic Scholarship Info, Athletic Scholarships (Step By Step Blueprint For Playing College Sports), 2014 

o Coach JJ. Positive Impact Marketing - A Recruiting Guide for the Student-Athlete, 2017 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
o The College Board Scholarship Handbook. College Board, annual 

o 2015 Directory of Grants, Scholarships and More For Women   

o Gen and Kelly Tanabe. The Ultimate Scholarship Book: Billions of Dollars in Scholarships, Grants and 
Prizes, 2019 

http://www.amazon.com/School-Athletes-Guide-College-Sports/dp/1589791924/ref=sr_1_1/102-2784024-0867323?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186199255&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/School-Athletes-Guide-College-Sports/dp/1589791924/ref=sr_1_1/102-2784024-0867323?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186199255&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Sports-Scholarships-Insiders-Guide-Division/dp/1402203764/ref=sr_1_4/102-2784024-0867323?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186199255&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Athletic+Scholarship+Info&search-alias=digital-text&text=Athletic+Scholarship+Info&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/College-Board-Scholarship-Handbook-2007/dp/0874477670/ref=pd_bbs_sr_3/102-2784024-0867323?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186199501&sr=1-3
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Navigating College Websites 

 

Covid-19 has made it impossible visit college campuses. The next best thing: explore colleges online through their 
website pages and social media, and through some “back channels” that we’ll reveal below. Literally everything, every 
detail about a college is available to you…if you dig deeply. Let’s see how you can do that. 
 
Admissions website pages are the best place to start your search… just Google college-name admissions (e.g. Tulane 
admissions), and you’ll find information about… 

 How to apply 

 Admissions stats & facts 

 Highly descriptive major/minor information 

 How to schedule a virtual information session, tour, and other online events 

 Costs: tuition, room & board, books, fees 

 Scholarships & financial aid  

 University overview & some key facts 

 Here are two examples: George Washington University, Rollins College 
 
In reality, the main purpose of the admission website pages is marketing: 

 It’s the most visited group of pages on any college’s website. 

 Your visit – and, thus, your “demonstrated interest” − is likely being tracked. Show up! 

 The college appears in the best possible light: attractive, happy, and diverse groups of students; beautiful 
settings; state-of-the-art buildings; lovely surrounding neighborhoods, etc. 

 
Many colleges also offer an admissions blog to which you can subscribe to learn more about the personality of the 
university: 

 Look at these examples: Georgia Tech, University of Texas 
 
You’ll need to dig deeper and go behind the scenes on other pages of a university’s official website and social media 
pages – and elsewhere – to gain more detailed insight. Here are some “official” places to start digging by googling the 
college name followed by any of the headings (in bold) below… 

 Freshman Profile  

 Examples: University of Miami, Boston University 

 Schools & Majors 

 Examples: U of Colorado, Syracuse University 

 

 

https://undergraduate.admissions.gwu.edu/
https://www.rollins.edu/admission/
http://pwp.gatech.edu/admission-blog/
https://texadmissions.com/blog
https://admissions.miami.edu/undergraduate/application-process/class-profile/freshman/index.html
https://www.bu.edu/admissions/why-bu/academic-profile/
https://www.colorado.edu/academics/programs
https://www.syracuse.edu/academics/schools-colleges/
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NAVIGATING COLLEGE WEBSITES (continued) 

 Academic Departments  

 Get a feel for the range of academics. What courses does the department offer? 

 Explore faculty profiles. Who will be teaching you? Who would you like to do research with? 

 What experiential learning opportunities are available for students: Research? Internships? Study Abroad? 

 Examples: Carnegie Mellon Mechanical Engineering, Purdue University Computer Science 

 Campus Life  

 The student experience – looking beyond academics 

 Example: Emory University, Northeastern University 

 Greek Life (sororities & fraternities) 

 Example: Lehigh University, High Point University 

 Clubs & Organizations – life beyond the classroom 

 Great opportunity for networking, socializing, professional experience, leadership experience, and personal 
development 

 Search for connections to your interests to be sure they’re covered! 

 Just as you need extracurricular engagement to get into college, you’ll need it throughout college to get into 
graduate school—and even to get a job! 

 Examples: Oregon State University, University of Florida  

 Campus Housing & Dining – where will you live & eat on campus? 

 Allergies? Special diet? Kosher or Halal meal plan?  

 Examples: University of Maryland, Colgate University 

 Athletics – do you want to play? Cheer on your teams? Who’s the mascot? 

 Examples: University of Arizona, University of Notre Dame 

 The Surrounding Neighborhoods – What choices are there for hanging out off campus? 

 Examples: Johns Hopkins University, Yale University 

 Internships, Co-Ops, and Job Placement – preparing for your future career 

 Example: Auburn University, DePaul University, Drexel University  

 Research Opportunities – and not just in science! 

 Example: Washington University St. Louis, University of Tampa  

 Community Service 

 Example: Tulane University, University of Michigan 

 Academic Support  

 Example: University of Denver, Georgetown University 

 Support for Students with Disabilities 

 Example: Lynn University, Dartmouth College 

 Mental Health Support 

 Examples: Amherst College, Pennsylvania State University 

 Academic Advising 

 Examples: Florida State University, Elon University 

  

https://www.bu.edu/questrom/faculty-research/
https://www.cmu.edu/math/people/faculty/
https://crb.wisc.edu/faculty/
https://welcome.uga.edu/research.html
https://career.uconn.edu/internships-and-coops/
https://studyabroad.lafayette.edu/
https://www.meche.engineering.cmu.edu/
https://www.cs.purdue.edu/
http://campuslife.emory.edu/
https://studentlife.northeastern.edu/
https://studentaffairs.lehigh.edu/content/fraternity-sorority-affairs
http://www.highpoint.edu/greeklife/
https://sli.oregonstate.edu/orgs
https://orgs.studentinvolvement.ufl.edu/Organizations
https://www.bestcolleges.com/features/best-college-dining-halls-for-allergies/
https://oujlic.org/meal-plan-2/
http://reslife.umd.edu/housing/
https://www.colgate.edu/student-life/housing-and-dining
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_college_sports_team_nicknames
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_college_mascots_in_the_United_States
https://arizonawildcats.com/
https://und.com/
https://apply.jhu.edu/baltimore-neighborhoods/
https://onha.yale.edu/neighborhoods-0
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/internship-programs
http://harbert.auburn.edu/students/current/internships/index.php
https://resources.depaul.edu/career-center/jobs-internships/Pages/default.aspx
https://drexel.edu/scdc/co-op/undergraduate/
https://undergradresearch.wustl.edu/getting-started/research-opportunities-wu
https://www.ut.edu/academics/office-of-the-provost/undergraduate-research-and-inquiry
https://admission.tulane.edu/public-service
https://ginsberg.umich.edu/
https://admission.tulane.edu/public-service
https://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/
https://www.lynn.edu/academics/individualized-learning/institute-for-achievement-and-learning
https://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/
https://www.amherst.edu/campuslife/health-safety-wellness/counseling
https://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling
https://advisingfirst.fsu.edu/
https://www.elon.edu/u/academics/koenigsberger-learning-center/academic-advising/


College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

 SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
76 

NAVIGATING COLLEGE WEBSITES (continued) 

 Campus Newspaper − the latest news from colleges written by students  

 Feel the pulse of the university; learn what students care about 

 Examples: The Ohio State University, University of Southern California 

 College Newsletters – keep informed about the latest campus news 

 Examples: Wake Forest University, Brandeis University  

 Campus Happenings & Events Calendar 

 Examples: Stanford, Southern Methodist University 

 Student Government – listen to the official voice of students on campus 
 How active is student government? Do they advocate for students? 
 What issues have they tackled? What positions have they taken? 
 Do university administrators listen to student leaders? 
 Examples: UCLA, Loyola University Maryland  

 How do I get there? 
 University of Illinois Urbana Champaign, Hamilton College 

 Alumni Association 
 Alumni networks provide career opportunities, mentors, and connections for current students and graduates. 

College is likely to be one of the best experiences of your life – and you’ll want a tight alumni network to keep 
you connected after college. 

 Examples: University of North Carolina, Vanderbilt University 

 Parent & Family Services 
 How will the university engage with your parents? 
 Transition to college isn’t just about your connection to the university’s academics; it's also about connecting 

parents to the university. 
 Examples: Duke University, Indiana University 

 Strategic Plan − a road map to a university's future 
 How is the university spending its money? And your tuition dollars? 
 How successful is the university at actually reaching its goals? 
 Is the endowment “healthy”?  
 Examples: University of Illinois, Cornell University 

 Mission & Vision Statements 
 Are the university’s mission and vision consistent with yours? 
 Reflecting on them will enhance your “Why this college?” essay. 
 Examples: Tufts University, University of Rochester 

 Accreditation  
 How is the university meeting the standards required by its accrediting agency? 
 Read a school’s report card as published by the higher education accreditation organization. 
 Reports are lengthy, but universities MUST disclose where they are falling short or need improvement. There are 

tons of data in their reports. Almost anything you want to know, you’ll find! 
 Is the university still accredited? 
 Examples: Database of Accredited Postsecondary Institutions & Programs 

 

 

https://www.thelantern.com/
https://dailytrojan.com/
https://magazine.wfu.edu/wake-newsletter/
https://www.brandeis.edu/ethics/publications/newsletters.html
https://live.stanford.edu/
https://calendar.smu.edu/?view=grid&search=y
https://usac.ucla.edu/
https://www.loyola.edu/department/student-activities/campus-programming/sga
https://isss.illinois.edu/students/incoming/pre_arrival/transportation.html
https://www.hamilton.edu/admission/visiting/directions
https://alumni.unc.edu/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/alumni/
https://studentaffairs.duke.edu/parents
https://iufoundation.iu.edu/students-parents/engagement/index.html
https://strategicplan.illinois.edu/
https://www.dfa.cornell.edu/controller/strategicplan
https://www.tufts.edu/about/mission-vision
https://www.rochester.edu/about/values.html
https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/#/home
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NAVIGATING COLLEGE WEBSITES (continued) 

Back Channels: 

 Check out unofficial social media channels for aspects of student life that interest you most – get an insider’s 
unfiltered perspective from students’ postings on Instagram, YouTube, and more. This is where you’ll get authentic 
information directly from students: 

 Chapman University Dance Team 

 University of Massachusetts Debate Team 

 Bucknell University Sororities 

 Quinnipiac University Dorms 

 University of Central Florida Homecoming 

 University of San Diego Dorm Tour  

 Follow a college on its official Facebook page – example: University of Richmond  

 Sign up for RSS feeds from a university’s news site − example: Emory University 

 Set a Google Alert for a university to get less biased news feeds: https://www.google.com/alerts 

 Which selective colleges are most generous with merit-based scholarships? Where can I get a “full ride” scholarship? 

 Which colleges meet 100% of financial need? These colleges are generous, too. 

 Want to get third-party opinions about a college? Use these search engines: 

 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ 

 https://colleges.niche.com/ 

 http://www.ucan-network.org/   

 www.usnews.com/best-colleges  

 http://www.princetonreview.com/colle
ges-majors.aspx 

 For students’ opinions, go to these websites: 

 www.collegeconfidential.com 

 www.studentsreview.com 

 www.unigo.com 

 

 Unofficial campus tours can sometimes provide even more insightful information about a college: 

 www.campusreel.org 

 www.ecampustours.com 

 www.youniversitytv.com 

 www.youvisit.com  
 
 
And, finally, if you’re into BIG DATA, you’ll want to dive into a college’s entries in the Common Data Set. Did you ever 
wonder where college guidebooks, online search engines, and college rankings get their data? I can take you to the 
source! It’s the Common Data Set, “a collaborative effort among data providers in the higher education community and 
publishers as represented by the College Board, Peterson’s, and U.S. News & World Report. The combined goal of this 
collaboration is to improve the quality and accuracy of information provided to all involved in a student’s transition into 
higher education, as well as to reduce the reporting burden on data providers.” Every year, colleges respond to a long 
survey, and data from that survey are stored in the Common Data Set. Publishers then use that data to drive their search 
engines, rankings, and more. Some colleges even publish their CDS survey responses on their websites to make it easier 
for you to access. The CDS is a goldmine of information spanning everything from each year’s freshman profile to 
financial aid. To find a college’s CDS responses, Google “Institutional Research Office” and the college name, or 

“Common Data Set” and the college name. Beware: not all schools post the CDS. Click here to see Florida Atlantic 
University’s 2019-2020 Common Data Set entries. 
 

Happy digging! Special thanks to Summer Discovery’s Jennifer Kendall for inspiring many of the navigation ideas. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/urichmond/
https://www.instagram.com/umassdebate/
https://www.instagram.com/bucknellpanhel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIdcTYYILNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIdcTYYILNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ii1KAXgwx7g
https://www.facebook.com/urichmond/
https://news.emory.edu/tags/index.html
https://www.google.com/alerts
https://www.collegetransitions.com/dataverse/selective-colleges-with-generous-scholarships
https://scholarshipfellow.com/list-of-86-colleges-offering-full-ride-scholarships-full-ride-scholarships-offered-in-all-us-states/
https://money.com/colleges-that-meet-full-financial-need/
https://www.greatvaluecolleges.net/affordable/affordable-most-financial-aid/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://colleges.niche.com/
http://www.ucan-network.org/
http://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
http://www.princetonreview.com/colleges-majors.aspx
http://www.princetonreview.com/colleges-majors.aspx
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/
http://www.studentsreview.com/
http://www.unigo.com/
http://www.campusreel.org/
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.youniversitytv.com/
http://www.youvisit.com/
http://www.commondataset.org/
https://www.fau.edu/iea/pdf/cds/CDS_2019-2020.pdf
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S E N I O R - Y E A R  A P P L I C A T I O N  T I M E L I N E  

Date Task 

First Few Weeks of  

the School Year 

 

 Work on your college list: 

 Consider options for ED1 1 (deadline usually Nov 1, with some Oct 15 or Nov 15) 

and ED 2 (deadline usually 1st week of Jan) – and plan your application timetable 

accordingly (decisions usually within 6 weeks of deadline). 

 Identify all your colleges with non-restrictive EA2 admissions so you can apply in 

Sept-Oct (most deadlines Nov 1, a few Oct 15 or Nov 15 – decisions usually 

within 6 weeks of deadline). 

 Identify all your colleges with Rolling Admissions so you can apply as early as 

possible (decisions typically within 1-2 months). 

 Visit colleges. 

 Create a 1- or 2-page résumé to reflect your meaningful commitments during high 

school, including summer experiences and planned senior-year extracurriculars.  

 Review your official transcript to ensure its accuracy before it’s sent to colleges. 

 Create a college spreadsheet to list all the application essays you’ll need (including 

college name, length restriction, and deadline date), and sort the schools by 

application deadline.  

 Work on application essays. 

 Seek roles of greater responsibility and leadership in existing extracurriculars, 

possibly adding an activity to reflect your current interests. 

Sept-Dec  Continue visiting colleges, attending college fairs and local presentations.  

 Continue working on application essays. 

 Make sure your résumé is up to date before sharing it with colleges. 

 Work on, finish, and submit your college applications before their deadline dates. Try 

to finish by Christmas so you can enjoy the vacation.  

 Send an official SAT and/or ACT score report to colleges early enough to meet their 

deadlines. You can send an additional score report if you re-test and score higher. 

OK to submit scores before or after submitting an application! 

 Regularly check each college’s application status portal to ensure that all parts of 

your application have been received: scores, transcript, recommendations, etc. – 

and for any important notifications, such as admission decisions!  

 Complete and submit all merit scholarship applications – college specific and general 

– by their deadline dates.  

 Prep for and take your last SAT(s) and/or ACT(s) − and SAT Subject Test(s), if needed. 

Talk to our learning center director about arranging test-prep tutoring. 

 

                                                 
1 ED = Early Decision 
2 EA = Early Action 
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S E N I O R - Y E A R  A P P L I C A T I O N  T I M E L I N E (continued) 

Date Task 

Oct 1  The need-based financial aid filing window opens: 

 FAFSA (required by all colleges, if you’re applying for financial aid) 

 CSS Profile (required by some colleges, if you’re applying for financial aid) 

 File as early as possible to ensure full consideration for financial aid. 

Mid-Oct  Find out if all your recommendations and official transcript have already been 

submitted. If not, ask again. Note: Very OK to submit an application even if you’re 

still waiting for a recommendation.  

Oct 15/Nov 1  Most EA and ED deadlines: make sure you meet them, submitting at least 2-3 days 

before the deadlines! 

Nov  Send a brief update email or letter to your admissions rep at colleges that haven’t 

yet made your admission decision. Share any new or interesting personal 

information that the college doesn’t already have that may strengthen your 

application. If your first quarter grades are high, send an updated transcript. Include 

2-3 specific reasons why you believe the college is a great match, and how you 

envision contributing to the campus community.  

Mid-Dec  Most EA and ED decisions released.  

Late Dec  Submit your ED 2 application, if that’s in your plans − or “upgrade to ED 2” a 

previously filed regular-decision application.  

Early Jan  If you were deferred EA, ED, or Rolling, send your admission rep a brief email or 

letter expressing your continued interest and providing academic and extracurricular 

updates. You may want to secure an additional recommendation, and ask if 

achieving a higher SAT or ACT score could help. 

Mid-Feb  Most ED 2 decisions released.  

Mid-Mar-Early Apr  Most regular decisions released.  

Apr 15  If you were waitlisted and wish to remain on the waitlist, send your admission rep a 

brief email or letter expressing your continued interest; explain why you believe 

you’re a great match for the university, how you’ll contribute to the campus 

community, and provide academic and extracurricular updates. You may want to 

secure an additional recommendation and send 3rd quarter grades as well. 

Mar-May  Prep for and take your AP exams, if applicable. 

 Keep your grades high – colleges can rescind admission offers if your grades fall 

significantly. 
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S E N I O R - Y E A R  A P P L I C A T I O N  T I M E L I N E (continued) 

Date Task 

By May 1  Finalize your college choice and send a non-refundable deposit to your selected 

college.  

 Send the admission reps of the other colleges that accepted you a brief email to 

thank them but decline their offer. 

June  Check with your Head of School about sending your official final transcript to the 

college you’ll attend. 

Summer  Send an official AP score report to your selected college. 

 Complete all required forms for your selected college (e.g., health, orientation, 

housing, financial, registration, etc.) 

August/Sept  Start college! CONGRATULATIONS! Have a great four years! 
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Worksheet to Recalculate Your GPA  
  

CORE UNWEIGHTED GPA: Count only core academic high-school courses (even if taken in middle school): 

 English 

 Math 

 Science 

 Social Science 

 World Language 

 All AP, IB, AICE, and Core Dual Enrollment 
 

 Consistently use year-end or semester grades: 
 

 Number of A’s ______ x 4.0 = ______ 

 Number of B’s ______ x 3.0 = ______ 

 Number of C’s ______ x 2.0 = ______ 

 Number of D’s ______ x 1.0 = ______ 

 Number of F’s ______ x 0    = ______ 

          Total Grades   ______  ______    Total Points  
 

                                     DIVIDE Total Points by Total Grades:  Core Unweighted GPA 

 

 

CORE WEIGHTED GPA: Count only courses in which you earned a C or better: 

 
 Number of Honors courses  ______   x ½ = ______ 

 Number of AP/IB/AICE/DE courses ______   x 1 =  ______ 

      ______   Bonus Points 

 

              ADD Total Points  ________  +  Bonus Points ________ =                    Total Points + Bonus 

 

              DIVIDE Total Points + Bonus by Total Grades:  Core Weighted GPA 

ADD 

ADD 

You can also use our 
online worksheet to 

recalculate your GPA:  
 

https://www.scoreattheto
p.com/gpa-calculator 

https://www.scoreatthetop.com/gpa-calculator
https://www.scoreatthetop.com/gpa-calculator
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The Common Application 
www.CommonApp.org 
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The ~ 900 Colleges Accepting the Common Application in 2020-2021 
(The list below was compiled on 6/28/20 – Additional colleges may be added on 8/1/20) 

 
Aberystwyth University (Wales) 
Adelphi University 
Agnes Scott College 
Alaska Pacific University 
Albany College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences 
Albertus Magnus College 
Albion College 
Albright College 
Alfred University 
Allegheny College 
Alma College 
Alvernia University 
AMDA College and Conservatory of the 
Performing Arts 
American University 
American University - Paris 
American University - Rome 
American University (Beirut) 
American University (Bulgaria) 
Amherst College 
Anderson University 
Anna Maria College 
Antioch College 
Appalachian State University 
Aquinas College (Michigan) 
Arcadia University 
Arizona Christian University 
Arizona State University 
Arkansas Baptist College 
Arkansas State University 
Art Academy of Cincinnati 
Asbury University 
Ashland University 
Assumption College 
Auburn University  
Augsburg College 
Augusta University 
Augustana College (Illinois) 
Augustana College (South Dakota) 
Austin College 
Ave Maria University 
Babson College 
Baker College 
Baldwin-Wallace College 
Bard College 
Bard College - Berlin 
Bard College at Simon's Rock-Early College 
Barnard College 
Barry University 
Barton College 
Baruch College, CUNY 
Bates College 
Bath Spa University 
Bay Path College 
Baylor University 
Becker College 
Bellarmine University 

Belmont University 
Beloit College 
Benedictine University (Arizona) 
Benedictine University (Illinois) 
Benedictine College 
Bennington College 
Bentley University 
Berry College 
Bethany College (West Virginia) 
Bethel University 
Binghamton University (SUNY) 
Birmingham-Southern College 
Bishop's University 
Bloomfield College 
Bluffton University 
Boston College 
Boston University 
Bournemouth University 
Bowdoin College 
Bowling Green State University 
Bradley University 
Brandeis University 
Brenau University 
Bridgewater College 
Bridgewater State University 
Brooklyn College, The CUNY 
Brown University 
Brunel University - London 
Bryant University 
Bryn Athyn College  
Bryn Mawr College 
Bucknell University 
Buena Vista University 
Butler University 
Cabrini University 
Cairn University 
Caldwell College 
California College of the Arts 
California Institute of Technology (Caltech) 
California Lutheran University 
California U Pennsylvania 
Calvin College 
Canisius College 
Capital University 
Capitol Technology University 
Carleton College 
Carlow University  
Carnegie Mellon University 
Carnegie Mellon University (Qatar) 
Carroll College (Montana) 
Carroll University (Wisconsin) 
Carthage College 
Case Western Reserve University 
Castleton University 
Catawba College 
Catholic U America 
Cazenovia College 
Cedar Crest College 

Centenary College of Louisiana 
Centenary University (New Jersey) 
Central Connecticut State University 
Central Michigan University 
Centre College 
Champlain College 
Chapman University 
Charles R. Drew U Medicine and Science 
Chatham University 
Chestnut Hill College 
Chicago State University 
Christian Brothers University 
Christopher Newport University 
Claremont McKenna College 
Clark Atlanta University 
Clark University 
Clarkson University 
Clemson University 
Cleveland State University 
Coastal Carolina University  
Coe College 
Colby College 
Colby-Sawyer College 
Colgate University 
College of Idaho 
College of Mount Saint Vincent 
College of New Rochelle 
College of Saint Benedict 
College of Saint Elizabeth 
College of Saint Rose 
College of St. Joseph (Vermont) 
College of St. Scholastica 
College of Staten Island, The CUNY 
College of the Atlantic 
College of the Holy Cross 
College of William & Mary 
College of Wooster 
Colorado College 
Colorado State University 
Columbia College (Missouri) 
Columbia College (South Carolina) 
Columbia College Chicago 
Columbia College Hollywood 
Columbia University 
Concordia College (Moorhead) 
Concordia College (New York) 
Concordia University Chicago 
Concordia University Irvine 
Concordia University Portland 
Concordia University Wisconsin 
Connecticut College 
Converse College 
Cooper Union 
Cornell College 
Cornell University 
Cornerstone University 
Covenant College 
Creighton University 

https://www.thoughtco.com/adelphi-university-admissions-787274
https://www.thoughtco.com/agnes-scott-college-admissions-787139
https://www.thoughtco.com/alaska-pacific-university-admissions-787279
https://www.thoughtco.com/acphs-admissions-787280
https://www.thoughtco.com/acphs-admissions-787280
https://www.thoughtco.com/albertus-magnus-college-admissions-787282
https://www.thoughtco.com/albion-college-admissions-787283
https://www.thoughtco.com/albright-college-admissions-787284
https://www.thoughtco.com/alfred-university-admissions-787140
https://www.thoughtco.com/allegheny-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786359
https://www.thoughtco.com/alma-college-test-graph-786360
https://www.thoughtco.com/alvernia-university-admissions-787033
https://www.thoughtco.com/american-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786361
https://www.thoughtco.com/amherst-college-admissions-787141
https://www.thoughtco.com/anderson-university-indiana-admissions-787142
https://www.thoughtco.com/anna-maria-college-admissions-787296
https://www.thoughtco.com/appalachian-state-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786364
https://www.thoughtco.com/arcadia-university-admissions-787299
https://www.thoughtco.com/arizona-christian-university-admissions-787300
https://www.thoughtco.com/arizona-state-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786366
https://www.thoughtco.com/arkansas-state-university-admissions-787302
https://www.thoughtco.com/asbury-university-admissions-787306
https://www.thoughtco.com/ashland-university-admissions-787307
https://www.thoughtco.com/assumption-college-admissions-787308
https://www.thoughtco.com/augsburg-college-admissions-787309
https://www.thoughtco.com/augustana-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786368
https://www.thoughtco.com/augustana-college-south-dakota-profile-787310
https://www.thoughtco.com/austin-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786369
https://www.thoughtco.com/ave-maria-university-admissions-787035
https://www.thoughtco.com/babson-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786370
https://www.thoughtco.com/bard-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786372
https://www.thoughtco.com/barnard-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786373
https://www.thoughtco.com/barry-university-admissions-787321
https://www.thoughtco.com/barton-college-admissions-786862
https://www.thoughtco.com/baruch-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786374
https://www.thoughtco.com/bates-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786375
https://www.thoughtco.com/bay-path-college-admissions-787037
https://www.thoughtco.com/baylor-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786376
https://www.thoughtco.com/becker-college-admissions-787038
https://www.thoughtco.com/bellarmine-university-admissions-787326
https://www.thoughtco.com/belmont-university-admissions-787328
https://www.thoughtco.com/beloit-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786262
https://www.thoughtco.com/benedictine-university-admissions-787040
https://www.thoughtco.com/benedictine-college-admissions-787331
https://www.thoughtco.com/bennington-college-admissions-787333
https://www.thoughtco.com/bentley-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786379
https://www.thoughtco.com/berry-college-admissions-787337
https://www.thoughtco.com/bethany-college-west-virginia-admissions-787041
https://www.thoughtco.com/birmingham-southern-college-admissions-787344
https://www.thoughtco.com/bloomfield-college-admissions-787347
https://www.thoughtco.com/bluffton-university-admissions-786871
https://www.thoughtco.com/boston-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786386
https://www.thoughtco.com/boston-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786387
https://www.thoughtco.com/bowdoin-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786388
https://www.thoughtco.com/bowling-green-state-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786389
https://www.thoughtco.com/bradley-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786268
https://www.thoughtco.com/brandeis-university-admissions-787357
https://www.thoughtco.com/brenau-university-admissions-787043
https://www.thoughtco.com/bridgewater-college-admissions-787360
https://www.thoughtco.com/bridgewater-college-admissions-787360
https://www.thoughtco.com/brooklyn-college-admissions-787364
https://www.thoughtco.com/brown-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786392
https://www.thoughtco.com/bryant-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786393
https://www.thoughtco.com/bryn-mawr-college-admissions-787152
https://www.thoughtco.com/bucknell-university-admissions-787367
https://www.thoughtco.com/butler-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786396
https://www.thoughtco.com/cabrini-college-admissions-787373
https://www.thoughtco.com/cairn-university-admissions-786893
https://www.thoughtco.com/california-college-of-the-arts-admissions-787044
https://www.thoughtco.com/caltech-california-institute-of-technology-admissions-787156
https://www.thoughtco.com/california-lutheran-university-admissions-787386
https://www.thoughtco.com/california-university-of-pennsylvania-admissions-787387
https://www.thoughtco.com/calvin-college-admissions-787388
https://www.thoughtco.com/canisius-college-admissions-787391
https://www.thoughtco.com/capital-university-admissions-786872
https://www.thoughtco.com/capitol-technology-university-admissions-786813
https://www.thoughtco.com/carleton-college-admissions-787157
https://www.thoughtco.com/carnegie-mellon-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786404
https://www.thoughtco.com/carroll-college-admissions-787392
https://www.thoughtco.com/carroll-university-admissions-787393
https://www.thoughtco.com/case-western-reserve-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786405
https://www.thoughtco.com/castleton-state-college-admissions-787395
https://www.thoughtco.com/catawba-college-admissions-787396
https://www.thoughtco.com/catholic-university-admissions-787397
https://www.thoughtco.com/cazenovia-college-admissions-787398
https://www.thoughtco.com/cedar-crest-college-admissions-787400
https://www.thoughtco.com/centenary-college-of-louisiana-admissions-787402
https://www.thoughtco.com/centenary-college-admissions-787403
https://www.thoughtco.com/central-connecticut-state-university-admissions-787405
https://www.thoughtco.com/central-michigan-university-admissions-787406
https://www.thoughtco.com/centre-college-admissions-787160
https://www.thoughtco.com/champlain-college-admissions-787409
https://www.thoughtco.com/chapman-university-admissions-787410
https://www.thoughtco.com/chatham-university-admissions-787413
https://www.thoughtco.com/chestnut-hill-college-admissions-787414
https://www.thoughtco.com/chicago-state-university-admissions-787416
https://www.thoughtco.com/christian-brothers-university-admissions-787419
https://www.thoughtco.com/christopher-newport-university-admissions-787420
https://www.thoughtco.com/claremont-mckenna-college-admissions-787425
https://www.thoughtco.com/clark-atlanta-university-admissions-787427
https://www.thoughtco.com/clark-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786278
https://www.thoughtco.com/clarkson-university-admissions-787430
https://www.thoughtco.com/cleveland-state-university-admissions-787432
https://www.thoughtco.com/coe-college-admissions-787435
https://www.thoughtco.com/colby-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786420
https://www.thoughtco.com/colby-sawyer-college-description-costs-and-admissions-data-787437
https://www.thoughtco.com/colgate-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786421
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-idaho-admissions-787440
https://www.thoughtco.com/mount-saint-vincent-admissions-787441
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-new-rochelle-admissions-787442
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-saint-benedict-admissions-787162
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-saint-elizabeth-admissions-787046
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-saint-rose-admissions-787444
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-st-joseph-profile-787445
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-st-scholastica-admissions-787163
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-staten-island-admissions-787446
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-the-atlantic-admissions-787164
https://www.thoughtco.com/holy-cross-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786424
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-of-william-and-mary-admissions-787268
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-college-of-wooster-admissions-788252
https://www.thoughtco.com/colorado-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786426
https://www.thoughtco.com/colorado-state-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786428
https://www.thoughtco.com/columbia-college-missouri-admissions-787048
https://www.thoughtco.com/columbia-college-admissions-787453
https://www.thoughtco.com/columbia-college-chicago-admissions-787452
https://www.thoughtco.com/columbia-college-hollywood-admissions-786248
https://www.thoughtco.com/columbia-university-admissions-787167
https://www.thoughtco.com/concordia-college-at-moorhead-admissions-787457
https://www.thoughtco.com/concordia-college-new-york-admissions-787458
https://www.thoughtco.com/concordia-university-chicago-admissions-787049
https://www.thoughtco.com/concordia-university-irvine-admissions-787459
https://www.thoughtco.com/concordia-university-portland-admissions-787460
https://www.thoughtco.com/connecticut-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786431
https://www.thoughtco.com/converse-college-admissions-787464
https://www.thoughtco.com/cooper-union-gpa-sat-act-data-786432
https://www.thoughtco.com/cornell-college-admissions-787169
https://www.thoughtco.com/cornell-university-admissions-787170
https://www.thoughtco.com/covenant-college-admissions-787469
https://www.thoughtco.com/creighton-university-admissions-787470
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Culinary Institute of America 
Culinary Institute of America (NY) 
Culinary Institute of America (TX) 
Culver Stockton College 
CUNY Queens College, The CUNY 
Curry College 
D 'Youville College 
Daemen College 
Dartmouth College 
Davidson College 
Dean College 
Defiance College 
Delaware Valley College 
Denison University 
DePaul University 
DePauw University 
DeSales University 
Dickinson College 
Dillard University 
Dominican College 
Dominican U California 
Dominican University (Illinois) 
Doshisha University, The Institute for the 
Liberal Arts 
Drake University 
Drew University 
Drexel University 
Drury University 
Duke Kunshan University 
Duke University 
Duquesne University 
Durham University 
Earlham College 
East Carolina University 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
Eastern Kentucky University 
Eastern Mennonite University 
Eastern Michigan University 
Eckerd College 
Ecole hôtelière de Lausanne (EHL) 
Edgewood College 
Edinboro U Pennsylvania 
Elizabethtown College 
Elmira College 
Elms College 
Elon University 
Emerson College 
Emmanuel College (Georgia) 
Emmanuel College (Massachusetts) 
Emory & Henry College 
Emory University 
ESCP Europe Business School 
Eureka College 
Evergreen State College 
Fairfield University 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Felician College 

Fisher College 
Fisk University 
Flagler College 
Flashpoint Chicago, A Campus of Columbia 
College Hollywood 
Florida Atlantic University 
Florida Gulf Coast University 
Florida Institute of Technology 
Florida Polytechnic University 
Florida Southern College 
Florida State University 
Fordham University 
Framingham State University 
Franklin and Marshall College 
Franklin College 
Franklin Pierce University 
Franklin University (Switzerland) 
Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering 
Fresno Pacific University 
Furman University 
Gannon University 
Gardner-Webb University 
Geneseo (SUNY) 
George Fox University 
George Mason University 
George Washington University 
Georgia College & State University (GCSU) 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Georgia State University 
Georgian Court University 
Gettysburg College 
Goddard College 
Gonzaga University 
Goshen College 
Goucher College 
Green Mountain College 
Grinnell College 
Guilford College 
Gustavus Adolphus College 
Gwynedd Mercy University 
Hamilton College 
Hamline University 
Hampden-Sydney College 
Hampshire College 
Hampton University 
Hanover College 
Hartwick College 
Harvard University 
Harvey Mudd College 
Hastings College 
Haverford College 
Hawaii Pacific University 
Heidelberg University 
Hellenic College 
Hendrix College 
High Point University 
Hilbert College 

Hillsdale College 
Hiram College 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges 
Hofstra University 
Hollins University 
Holy Family University  
Holy Names University 
Hood College 
Hope College 
Houghton College 
Howard University 
Hult International Business School 
Hunter College, The CUNY 
Husson University 
IE University 
IE University - Madrid 
Illinois College 
Illinois Institute of Technology 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Immaculata University 
Indiana University at Bloomington 
Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
Iona College 
Iowa State University at Ames 
Ithaca College 
Jacksonville University 
Jacobs University Bremen 
Jefferson (Philadelphia University + Thomas 
Jefferson University) 
Jefferson College of Health Sciences 
John Cabot University - Rome 
John Carroll University 
Johns Hopkins University 
Johnson & Wales University - Charlotte 
Johnson & Wales University - Denver 
Johnson & Wales University - North Miami 
Johnson & Wales University - Providence 
Juniata College 
Kalamazoo College 
Kansas State University 
Kean University 
Keele University 
Keene State College 
Keiser University 
Kent State University 
Kenyon College 
Kettering University 
Keuka College 
Keystone College 
King's College (Pennsylvania) 
Knox College 
Kutztown U Pennsylvania 
La Roche College 
La Salle University 
Lafayette College 
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Lake Erie College 
Lake Forest College 
Lake Superior State University 
Landmark College 
Lasell College 
Lawrence Technological University 
Lawrence University 
Le Moyne College 
Lebanon Valley College 
Lees-McRae College 
Lehigh University 
Lesley University 
Lewis & Clark College 
Lewis University 
Lindenwood University 
Linfield College 
Lipscomb University 
List College (Jewish Theological Seminary) 
Long Island University (Brooklyn Campus) 
Long Island University (C W Post Campus) 
Longwood University 
Loras College 
Louisiana State University 
Lourdes University 
Loyola Marymount University 
Loyola University Chicago 
Loyola University Maryland 
Loyola University New Orleans 
Luther College 
Lycoming College 
Lynn University 
Lyon College 
Macalester College 
MacMurray College 
Maine College of Art 
Maine Maritime Academy 
Malone University 
Manchester University 
Manhattan College 
Manhattanville College 
Marietta College 
Marist College 
Marlboro College 
Marquette University 
Marshall University 
Mary Baldwin University 
Mary Immaculate College 
Maryland Institute College of Art 
Marymount California University 
Marymount Manhattan College 
Marymount University 
Maryville University Saint Louis 
Marywood University 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences 

Maynooth University (Ireland) 
McDaniel College 
McKendree University 
Medaille College  
Menlo College 
Mercer University 
Mercy College 
Mercyhurst University 
Meredith College 
Merrimack College 
Messiah College 
Methodist College of UnityPoint Health 
Miami University (Ohio) 
Michigan State University 
Middle Tennessee State University 
Middlebury College 
Midway University 
Millersville U Pennsylvania 
Milligan University  
Millikin University 
Mills College 
Millsaps College 
Milwaukee School of Engineering 
Minerva Schools at KGI 
Misericordia University 
Missouri Southern State University 
Missouri State University 
Missouri U Science and Technology 
Mitchell College 
Molloy College 
Monash University 
Monmouth College 
Monmouth University 
Montserrat College of Art 
Moore College of Art and Design 
Moravian College 
Morehouse College 
Mount Aloysius College 
Mount Holyoke College 
Mount Mary University 
Mount Saint Mary College 
Mount Saint Mary's University (L.A.) 
Mount St. Mary's University 
Muhlenberg College 
Musashino University (Japan) 
Muskingum University 
Naropa University 
Nazareth College 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Neumann University 
New College of Florida 
New College of the Humanities, London 
New England College 
New England Institute of Technology 
New Jersey City University 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
New York Institute of Technology 

New York School of Career & Applied Studies 
of Touro 
New York University 
Newberry College 
Newbury College 
Newcastle University 
Niagara University 
Nichols College 
Norfolk State University  
North Carolina State University 
North Central College (Illinois) 
North Park University 
Northeastern University 
Northern Illinois University 
Northern Kentucky University 
Northern Vermont University Johnson 
Northland College 
Northwest Christian University 
Northwest Nazarene University 
Northwestern University 
Northwestern University in Qatar 
Northwood University 
Norwich University 
Notre Dame de Namur University 
Notre Dame of Maryland University 
Nova Southeastern University 
Oberlin College 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music 
Occidental College 
Oglethorpe University 
Ohio Northern University 
Ohio State University 
Ohio University 
Ohio Wesleyan University 
Oklahoma City University 
Old Dominion University 
Olivet College 
Oregon State University 
Otis College of Art and Design 
Otterbein University 
Pace University 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Pacific University 
Palm Beach Atlantic University  
Paul Smith's College 
Penn State University 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts 
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
Pepperdine University 
Piedmont College 
Pine Manor College 
Pitzer College 
Plymouth State University 
Point Loma Nazarene University 
Pomona College 
Presbyterian College 
Prescott College 
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https://www.thoughtco.com/njit-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786561
https://www.thoughtco.com/new-york-institute-of-technology-admissions-787824
https://www.thoughtco.com/nyu-admissions-787200
https://www.thoughtco.com/newberry-college-admissions-787825
https://www.thoughtco.com/newbury-college-admissions-787826
https://www.thoughtco.com/niagara-university-admissions-787828
https://www.thoughtco.com/nichols-college-admissions-787830
https://www.thoughtco.com/nc-state-gpa-sat-act-data-786562
https://www.thoughtco.com/north-central-college-admissions-787834
https://www.thoughtco.com/north-park-university-admissions-787078
https://www.thoughtco.com/northeastern-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786563
https://www.thoughtco.com/northern-kentucky-university-admissions-787842
https://www.thoughtco.com/northland-college-admissions-787843
https://www.thoughtco.com/northwest-nazarene-university-profile-787844
https://www.thoughtco.com/northwestern-university-admissions-787202
https://www.thoughtco.com/northwood-university-admissions-787083
https://www.thoughtco.com/norwich-university-admissions-787849
https://www.thoughtco.com/notre-dame-de-namur-university-admissions-787850
https://www.thoughtco.com/notre-dame-of-maryland-university-admissions-787443
https://www.thoughtco.com/nova-southeastern-university-admissions-787084
https://www.thoughtco.com/oberlin-college-admissions-787855
https://www.thoughtco.com/occidental-college-admissions-787856
https://www.thoughtco.com/oglethorpe-university-admissions-787857
https://www.thoughtco.com/ohio-northern-university-admissions-787858
https://www.thoughtco.com/ohio-state-university-gpa-sat-act-786573
https://www.thoughtco.com/ohio-university-gpa-sat-act-data-786574
https://www.thoughtco.com/ohio-wesleyan-university-admissions-787860
https://www.thoughtco.com/oklahoma-city-university-admissions-787861
https://www.thoughtco.com/old-dominion-university-admissions-787863
https://www.thoughtco.com/oregon-state-gpa-sat-act-data-786578
https://www.thoughtco.com/otis-college-art-and-design-admissions-787867
https://www.thoughtco.com/otterbein-university-admissions-787869
https://www.thoughtco.com/pace-university-gpa-sat-act-data-786579
https://www.thoughtco.com/pacific-lutheran-university-admissions-787871
https://www.thoughtco.com/pacific-university-admissions-787872
https://www.thoughtco.com/paul-smiths-college-admissions-787093
https://www.thoughtco.com/penn-state-gpa-sat-act-data-786581
https://www.thoughtco.com/pennsylvania-academy-fine-arts-profile-786897
https://www.thoughtco.com/pepperdine-university-admissions-787877
https://www.thoughtco.com/piedmont-college-profile-787100
https://www.thoughtco.com/pine-manor-college-admissions-787101
https://www.thoughtco.com/pitzer-college-admissions-787206
https://www.thoughtco.com/plymouth-state-university-admissions-787881
https://www.thoughtco.com/point-loma-nazarene-university-admissions-787882
https://www.thoughtco.com/pomona-college-gpa-sat-act-data-786584
https://www.thoughtco.com/presbyterian-college-admissions-787886
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Princeton University 
Principia College 
Providence College 
Purchase College (SUNY) 
Purdue University 
Purdue University Fort Wayne 
Queens U Charlotte 
Queen's University (Canada) 
Quest University (Canada) 
Quincy University 
Quinnipiac University 
Radford University 
Ramapo College of New Jersey 
Randolph College 
Randolph-Macon College 
Reed College 
Regent's University - London 
Regis College 
Regis University 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Rhode Island College 
Rhode Island School of Design 
Rhodes College 
Rice University 
Richard Bland College of William and Mary  
Richmond The American International 
University - London 
Rider University 
Riga Business School 
Ringling College of Art and Design 
Ripon College 
Rivier College 
Roanoke College 
Robert Gordon University 
Robert Morris University 
Roberts Wesleyan College 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) 
Roger Williams University 
Rollins College 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
Rosemont College 
Rowan University 
Russell Sage College 
Ryerson University (Canada) 
Sacred Heart University 
Sage College of Albany 
Saint Anselm College 
Saint Francis University 
Saint John's University (Minnesota) 
Saint Joseph's College of Maine 
Saint Joseph's University 
Saint Leo University 
Saint Louis University 
Saint Louis University - Madrid 
Saint Martin's University 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College 
Saint Mary's College of California 

Saint Mary's College of Indiana 
Saint Mary's U Minnesota 
Saint Michael's College 
Saint Peter's College 
Saint Thomas University (Canada) 
Saint Vincent College 
Saint Xavier University 
Salem College (North Carolina) 
Salisbury University 
Salve Regina University 
Samford University 
Santa Clara University 
Sarah Lawrence College 
Savannah College of Art and Design 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Scripps College 
Seattle Pacific University 
Seattle University 
Seton Hall University 
Seton Hill University 
Sewanee: The U the South 
Shawnee State University 
Shepherd University 
Siena College 
Sierra Nevada College 
Simmons College 
Simpson College 
Simpson University 
Skidmore College 
Smith College 
Soka U America 
Southeast Missouri State University 
Southern California Institute of Architecture 
Southern Connecticut State University 
Southern Methodist University 
Southern New Hampshire University 
Southwestern University 
Spalding University  
Spelman College 
Spring Arbor University 
Spring Hill College 
Springfield College 
St. Ambrose University 
St. Andrews University 
St. Bonaventure University 
St. Catherine University 
St. Edward's University 
St. John Fisher College 
St. John's College Annapolis 
St. John's College Santa Fe 
St. John's University (New York) 
St. Joseph's College - Brooklyn Campus 
St. Joseph's College - Long Island Campus 
St. Lawrence University 
St. Louis College of Pharmacy 
St. Mary's College of Maryland 
St. Norbert College 

St. Olaf College 
St. Thomas Aquinas College 
St. Thomas University (Florida) 
St. Mary's University (England) 
Stanford University 
Stephens College 
Sterling College 
Stetson University 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Stevenson University 
Stockton University 
Stonehill College 
Stony Brook University (SUNY) 
Suffolk University 
Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU) (Korea) 
SUNY Albany 
SUNY Alfred 
SUNY Brockport 
SUNY Buffalo 
SUNY Cobleskill 
SUNY College of Enviro Science & Forestry 
SUNY College of Technology Canton 
SUNY College Old Westbury 
SUNY Cortland 
SUNY Delhi 
SUNY Farmingdale State College 
SUNY Fredonia 
SUNY Institute of Technology 
SUNY Maritime College 
SUNY Morrisville State College 
SUNY New Paltz 
SUNY Oneonta 
SUNY Oswego 
SUNY Plattsburgh 
SUNY Polytechnic 
SUNY Potsdam 
SUNY Purchase 
SUNY Stony Brook University 
Susquehanna University 
Swarthmore College 
Sweet Briar College 
Syracuse University 
Temple University 
Temple University, Japan Campus 
Texas Christian University 
Texas Lutheran University 
Texas Tech University  
The College of New Jersey 
The Master's University 
The New School 
Thiel College 
Thomas College 
Thomas More University 
Tiffin University 
Transylvania University 
Trevecca Nazarene University  
Trine University 

https://www.thoughtco.com/princeton-university-admissions-787208
https://www.thoughtco.com/principia-college-admissions-787888
https://www.thoughtco.com/providence-college-gpa-sat-act-data-786586
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-purchase-college-admissions-787221
https://www.thoughtco.com/purdue-university-main-campus-admissions-787893
https://www.thoughtco.com/queens-university-of-charlotte-admissions-787103
https://www.thoughtco.com/quincy-university-admissions-787104
https://www.thoughtco.com/quinnipiac-university-gpa-sat-act-data-786589
https://www.thoughtco.com/radford-university-admissions-787896
https://www.thoughtco.com/ramapo-college-gpa-sat-act-data-786590
https://www.thoughtco.com/randolph-college-admissions-787898
https://www.thoughtco.com/randolph-macon-college-admissions-787899
https://www.thoughtco.com/reed-college-admissions-787209
https://www.thoughtco.com/regis-college-admissions-787900
https://www.thoughtco.com/regis-university-admissions-787901
https://www.thoughtco.com/rpi-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786605
https://www.thoughtco.com/rhode-island-college-admissions-787902
https://www.thoughtco.com/risd-rhode-island-school-design-admissions-787908
https://www.thoughtco.com/rhodes-college-admissions-787903
https://www.thoughtco.com/rice-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786596
https://www.thoughtco.com/rider-university-gpa-sat-act-data-786598
https://www.thoughtco.com/ringling-college-art-and-design-admissions-787906
https://www.thoughtco.com/ripon-college-admissions-787907
https://www.thoughtco.com/rivier-university-admissions-787910
https://www.thoughtco.com/roanoke-college-admissions-787911
https://www.thoughtco.com/robert-morris-university-admissions-787912
https://www.thoughtco.com/roberts-wesleyan-college-admissions-787913
https://www.thoughtco.com/rit-admissions-787909
https://www.thoughtco.com/roger-williams-university-gpa-sat-act-786312
https://www.thoughtco.com/rollins-college-gpa-sat-act-data-786602
https://www.thoughtco.com/rose-hulman-institute-technology-sat-act-786603
https://www.thoughtco.com/rosemont-college-admissions-787921
https://www.thoughtco.com/rowan-university-gpa-sat-act-data-786604
https://www.thoughtco.com/sacred-heart-university-admissions-787929
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-anselm-college-admissions-787930
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-francis-university-admissions-787931
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-johns-university-profile-787932
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-josephs-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786611
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-leo-university-admissions-787937
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-louis-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786613
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-martins-university-admissions-787939
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-mary-of-the-woods-college-profile-787940
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-marys-college-admissions-p2-787941
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-marys-college-admissions-787942
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-marys-university-of-minnesota-admissions-787943
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-michaels-college-admissions-787944
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-peters-university-admissions-787945
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-vincent-college-admissions-787948
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-xavier-university-admissions-787949
https://www.thoughtco.com/salem-college-admissions-787950
https://www.thoughtco.com/salisbury-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786319
https://www.thoughtco.com/salve-regina-university-admissions-787952
https://www.thoughtco.com/samford-university-admissions-787954
https://www.thoughtco.com/santa-clara-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786619
https://www.thoughtco.com/sarah-lawrence-college-admissions-787223
https://www.thoughtco.com/savannah-college-of-art-and-design-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786621
https://www.thoughtco.com/school-of-art-institute-chicago-admissions-787960
https://www.thoughtco.com/scripps-college-admissions-787962
https://www.thoughtco.com/seattle-pacific-university-admissions-787963
https://www.thoughtco.com/seattle-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786320
https://www.thoughtco.com/seton-hall-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786624
https://www.thoughtco.com/seton-hill-university-admissions-787966
https://www.thoughtco.com/sewanee-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786625
https://www.thoughtco.com/shawnee-state-university-admissions-786877
https://www.thoughtco.com/shepherd-university-admissions-786922
https://www.thoughtco.com/siena-college-admissions-787971
https://www.thoughtco.com/simmons-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786627
https://www.thoughtco.com/simpson-college-admissions-787974
https://www.thoughtco.com/skidmore-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786629
https://www.thoughtco.com/smith-college-admissions-787977
https://www.thoughtco.com/soka-university-of-america-admissions-787979
https://www.thoughtco.com/southeast-missouri-state-university-admissions-787984
https://www.thoughtco.com/sci-arc-admissions-787986
https://www.thoughtco.com/southern-connecticut-state-university-admissions-787987
https://www.thoughtco.com/southern-methodist-university-admissions-787978
https://www.thoughtco.com/southern-new-hampshire-university-admissions-787990
https://www.thoughtco.com/spelman-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786636
https://www.thoughtco.com/spring-arbor-university-admissions-786816
https://www.thoughtco.com/spring-hill-college-admissions-787999
https://www.thoughtco.com/springfield-college-admissions-787115
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-ambrose-university-admissions-788000
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-andrews-university-admissions-788001
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-bonaventure-university-admissions-788002
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-catherine-university-admissions-788003
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-edwards-university-admissions-788004
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-john-fisher-college-admissions-788006
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-johns-college-annapolis-admissions-788007
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-johns-college-santa-fe-admissions-788008
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-johns-university-admissions-788009
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-josephs-college-new-york-admissions-787934
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-lawrence-university-admissions-788010
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-marys-college-of-maryland-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786641
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-norbert-college-admissions-788011
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-olaf-college-admissions-787225
https://www.thoughtco.com/saint-thomas-aquinas-college-admissions-787946
https://www.thoughtco.com/st-thomas-university-admissions-787947
https://www.thoughtco.com/stanford-university-admissions-787226
https://www.thoughtco.com/stephens-college-admissions-788014
https://www.thoughtco.com/stetson-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786645
https://www.thoughtco.com/stevens-institute-of-technology-admissions-788018
https://www.thoughtco.com/stevenson-university-admissions-788019
https://www.thoughtco.com/stonehill-college-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786647
https://www.thoughtco.com/stony-brook-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786648
https://www.thoughtco.com/suffolk-university-admissions-788022
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-albany-admissions-788023
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-alfred-state-admissions-787108
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-brockport-admissions-787212
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-buffalo-state-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786314
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-cobleskill-admissions-787109
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-admissions-787539
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-canton-admissions-788024
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-old-westbury-admissions-787216
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-cortland-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786650
https://www.thoughtco.com/farmingdale-state-college-admissions-787547
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-fredonia-admissions-787214
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-institute-of-technology-admissions-788025
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-maritime-college-admissions-788026
https://www.thoughtco.com/morrisville-state-college-admissions-787804
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-new-paltz-gpa-sat-and-act-786315
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-oneonta-admissions-787217
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-oswego-gpa-sat-and-act-786317
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-plattsburgh-admissions-787219
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-institute-of-technology-admissions-788025
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-potsdam-admissions-787220
https://www.thoughtco.com/suny-purchase-college-admissions-787221
https://www.thoughtco.com/stony-brook-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786648
https://www.thoughtco.com/susquehanna-university-admissions-788027
https://www.thoughtco.com/swarthmore-college-admissions-787227
https://www.thoughtco.com/sweet-briar-college-admissions-788028
https://www.thoughtco.com/syracuse-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786654
https://www.thoughtco.com/temple-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786655
https://www.thoughtco.com/tcu-gpa-sat-and-act-786657
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-college-of-new-jersey-gpa-sat-and-act-786660
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-new-school-admissions-788042
https://www.thoughtco.com/thiel-college-admissions-788043
https://www.thoughtco.com/thomas-college-admissions-788045
https://www.thoughtco.com/tiffin-university-admissions-788046
https://www.thoughtco.com/transylvania-university-admissions-788049
https://www.thoughtco.com/trine-university-admissions-788050
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Trinity Christian College 
Trinity College (Connecticut) 
Trinity University (Texas) 
Trinity Washington University 
Truman State University 
Tufts University 
Tulane University 
Tuskegee University 
U Aberdeen (UK) 
U Akron 
U Alabama - Birmingham 
U Arizona - Tucson 
U Arkansas 
U Bradford (England) 
U Bridgeport 
U Bristol (UK) 
U Central Florida 
U Charleston 
U Chicago 
U Cincinnati 
U Cincinnati - Blue Ash College 
U Cincinnati - Clermont College 
U Colorado - Boulder 
U Colorado at Colorado Springs  
U Connecticut 
U Dallas 
U Dayton 
U Delaware 
U Denver 
U Derby 
U Detroit Mercy 
U Dubuque 
U Dundee (Scotland) 
U East Anglia 
U East London 
U Evansville 
U Findlay 
U Florida 
U Georgia 
U Glasgow 
U Guelph 
U Hartford 
U Hong Kong 
U Houston 
U Huddersfield 
U Idaho 
U Illinois - Chicago 
U Indianapolis 
U Iowa 
U Kentucky 
U La Verne 
U Limerick 
U Louisiana - Lafayette 
U Louisville 
U Maine 
U Maine - Augusta 
U Maine - Farmington 

U Maine - Fort Kent 
U Maine - Machias 
U Maine - Presque Isle 
U Mary Washington 
U Maryland - Baltimore County 
U Maryland - Eastern Shore 
U Maryland – College Park 
U Massachusetts - Amherst 
U Massachusetts - Boston 
U Massachusetts - Dartmouth 
U Massachusetts - Lowell 
U Miami 
U Michigan 
U Michigan - Dearborn 
U Michigan - Flint 
U Michigan - Shanghai Jiao Tong University  
U Minnesota - Crookston 
U Minnesota - Duluth 
U Minnesota - Morris  
U Minnesota - Rochester 
U Minnesota - Twin Cities 
U Mississippi - Oxford (Ole Miss) 
U Missouri 
U Missouri - Kansas City 
U Missouri - St. Louis  
U Nebraska - Lincoln 
U Nevada - Las Vegas 
U New England 
U New Hampshire 
U New Haven 
U North Carolina - Asheville 
U North Carolina - Chapel Hill 
U North Carolina - Charlotte 
U North Carolina - Greensboro 
U North Carolina - Wilmington 
U North Dakota 
U North Florida 
U North Texas 
U Northern Colorado 
U Northern Iowa 
U Notre Dame 
U Oklahoma 
U Oregon 
U Pennsylvania 
U Pittsburgh 
U Plymouth 
U Portland 
U Providence 
U Puget Sound 
U Redlands 
U Rhode Island 
U Richmond 
U Rochester 
U Saint Francis - Fort Wayne 
U Saint Joseph 
U San Diego 
U San Francisco 

U Scranton 
U Sheffield 
U South Alabama 
U South Carolina  
U South Florida 
U Southern California 
U Southern Maine 
U Southern Mississippi 
U St. Andrews 
U St. Francis 
U St. Thomas 
U Stirling 
U Tampa 
U Tennessee - Knoxville 
U Texas - Arlington 
U Texas - Dallas 
U Texas - San Antonio  
U the Incarnate Word 
U the Pacific 
U the Sciences 
U the West 
U Toledo 
U Tulsa 
U Utah 
U Vermont 
U Virginia 
U Warwick 
U West Florida 
U West London 
U West of England 
U Wisconsin - Madison 
U Wisconsin - Stevens Point 
U Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
U Worcester 
U Wyoming 
U Lynchburg 
Underwood International College, Yonsei 
University (South Korea) 
Union College 
Unity College 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 
Universidad del Sagrado Corazon 
University College - Dublin 
Upper Iowa University 
Urbana University - A Branch Campus of 
Franklin University 
Ursinus College 
Ursuline College 
Utica College 
Valparaiso University 
Vanderbilt University 
Vassar College 
Vermont Technical College 
Villanova University 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Wabash College 
Wagner College 

https://www.thoughtco.com/trinity-christian-college-admissions-788051
https://www.thoughtco.com/trinity-college-gpa-sat-and-act-786664
https://www.thoughtco.com/trinity-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786665
https://www.thoughtco.com/trinity-washington-university-admissions-788054
https://www.thoughtco.com/truman-state-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786666
https://www.thoughtco.com/tufts-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786667
https://www.thoughtco.com/tulane-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786668
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-akron-gpa-sat-act-data-786329
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-alabama-at-birmingham-admissions-788087
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-arizona-gpa-sat-act-data-786690
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-arkansas-admissions-787304
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-bridgeport-admissions-788096
https://www.thoughtco.com/ucf-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786676
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-chicago-admissions-787232
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-cincinnati-admissions-787421
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-colorado-gpa-sat-act-data-786694
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-connecticut-storrs-admissions-787463
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-dallas-admissions-788101
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-dayton-admissions-787482
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-delaware-admissions-787486
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-denver-du-admissions-787254
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-detroit-mercy-admissions-788102
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-dubuque-admissions-788103
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-evansville-admissions-788104
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-findlay-admissions-788105
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-florida-gainesville-admissions-787250
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-hartford-gpa-sat-act-data-786332
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-houston-gpa-sat-act-data-786704
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-idaho-admissions-788108
https://www.thoughtco.com/uic-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786705
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-indianapolis-admissions-788109
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-iowa-gpa-sat-act-data-786707
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-kentucky-gpa-sat-act-data-786709
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-la-verne-admissions-788110
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-louisiana-at-lafayette-admissions-787256
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maine-admissions-788116
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maine-at-augusta-profile-788111
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maine-at-farmington-profile-788112
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maine-at-fort-kent-profile-788113
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maine-at-machias-profile-788114
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maine-at-presque-isle-profile-788115
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-mary-washington-gpa-sat-act-786714
https://www.thoughtco.com/umbc-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786679
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-maryland-eastern-shore-admissions-788117
https://www.thoughtco.com/umass-amherst-gpa-sat-act-786678
https://www.thoughtco.com/umass-boston-admissions-788070
https://www.thoughtco.com/umass-dartmouth-admissions-788071
https://www.thoughtco.com/umass-lowell-admissions-788072
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-miami-profile-admissions-787233
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-michigan-gpa-sat-act-data-786716
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-michigan-dearborn-gpa-sat-act-786717
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-michigan-flint-admissions-786817
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-minnesota-crookston-profile-788119
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-minnesota-duluth-admissions-788120
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-minnesota-morris-admissions-788121
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-mississippi-gpa-sat-act-data-786720
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-missouri-gpa-sat-act-data-786721
https://www.thoughtco.com/umkc-admissions-788074
https://www.thoughtco.com/umsl-university-missouri-st-louis-admissions-788075
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-nebraska-gpa-sat-act-data-786722
https://www.thoughtco.com/unlv-admissions-788174
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-new-england-admissions-788126
https://www.thoughtco.com/unh-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786685
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-new-haven-admissions-788127
https://www.thoughtco.com/unc-asheville-gpa-sat-act-data-786680
https://www.thoughtco.com/unc-chapel-hill-gpa-sat-act-786681
https://www.thoughtco.com/unc-charlotte-gpa-sat-act-data-786682
https://www.thoughtco.com/uncg-admissions-788079
https://www.thoughtco.com/unc-wilmington-gpa-sat-act-data-786684
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-north-dakota-admissions-788130
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-north-florida-gpa-sat-act-786725
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-north-texas-gpa-sat-act-786337
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-northern-colorado-admissions-788132
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-northern-iowa-admissions-788133
https://www.thoughtco.com/notre-dame-gpa-sat-act-data-786727
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-oklahoma-gpa-sat-act-data-786728
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-oregon-gpa-sat-act-data-786729
https://www.thoughtco.com/penn-gpa-sat-scores-act-scores-786580
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-pittsburgh-gpa-sat-act-data-786730
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-portland-gpa-sat-act-data-786731
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-puget-sound-admissions-787890
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-redlands-admissions-788136
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-rhode-island-gpa-sat-act-786733
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-richmond-admissions-788138
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-rochester-admissions-787914
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-san-diego-gpa-sat-act-786736
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-san-francisco-admissions-788140
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-scranton-gpa-sat-act-786338
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-south-alabama-admissions-787258
https://www.thoughtco.com/usc-aiken-admissions-788181
https://www.thoughtco.com/usc-university-of-southern-california-admissions-787246
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-southern-maine-admissions-788144
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-southern-mississippi-admissions-788145
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-st-francis-admissions-788146
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-st-thomas-admissions-788147
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-tampa-gpa-sat-act-786740
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-tennessee-admissions-787247
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-texas-at-arlington-admissions-788149
https://www.thoughtco.com/ut-dallas-gpa-sat-and-act-786751
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-the-incarnate-word-admissions-787125
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-the-pacific-admissions-787873
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-the-sciences-admissions-788153
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-toledo-admissions-788154
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-tulsa-admissions-788057
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-utah-gpa-sat-act-786741
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-vermont-gpa-sat-act-786742
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-virginia-admissions-787249
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-west-florida-gpa-sat-act-786341
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-wisconsin-gpa-sat-act-786745
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-wisconsin-stevens-point-admissions-788169
https://www.thoughtco.com/university-of-wyoming-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786343
https://www.thoughtco.com/union-college-gpa-sat-act-data-786686
https://www.thoughtco.com/unity-college-profile-788084
https://www.thoughtco.com/upper-iowa-university-admissions-788177
https://www.thoughtco.com/ursinus-college-admissions-788178
https://www.thoughtco.com/ursuline-college-admissions-3577445
https://www.thoughtco.com/utica-college-admissions-788188
https://www.thoughtco.com/valparaiso-university-admissions-788192
https://www.thoughtco.com/vanderbilt-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786755
https://www.thoughtco.com/vassar-gpa-sat-and-act-786756
https://www.thoughtco.com/vermont-technical-college-profile-788194
https://www.thoughtco.com/villanova-gpa-sat-and-act-786757
https://www.thoughtco.com/vcu-gpa-sat-and-act-786758
https://www.thoughtco.com/wabash-college-admissions-788201
https://www.thoughtco.com/wagner-college-admissions-788202
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Wake Forest University 
Walsh University 
Warner Pacific College 
Warren Wilson College 
Wartburg College 
Washington & Jefferson College 
Washington and Lee University 
Washington College (Maryland) 
Washington University - St. Louis 
Watkins College of Art, Design & Film 
Wayne State University 
Webb Institute 
Webster University 
Wellesley College 
Wells College 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 
Wesleyan College 
Wesleyan University 
West Chester U Pennsylvania 
West Virginia University 

West Virginia Wesleyan College 
Western Connecticut State University 
Western Michigan University 
Western New England University 
Western State Colorado University 
Westminster College (Missouri) 
Westminster College (Pennsylvania) 
Westminster College (Utah) 
Westmont College 
Wheaton College - Illinois 
Wheaton College (Massachusetts) 
Wheeling Jesuit University 
Whitman College 
Whittier College 
Whitworth University 
Wichita State University 
Widener University 
Wilberforce University 
Wilkes Honors College of Florida Atlantic 
University 

Wilkes University 
Willamette University 
William Jewell College 
William Paterson University 
Williams College 
Wilmington College  
Wilson College 
Winthrop University 
Wisconsin Lutheran College 
Wittenberg University 
Wofford College 
Woodbury University 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
Wright State University 
Xavier University 
Xavier University (Louisiana) 
Yale NUS College 
Yale University 
York College 
Zaytuna College 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/wake-forest-gpa-sat-and-act-786762
https://www.thoughtco.com/walsh-university-admissions-3877363
https://www.thoughtco.com/warner-pacific-college-profile-788204
https://www.thoughtco.com/warren-wilson-college-admissions-788205
https://www.thoughtco.com/wartburg-college-admissions-788206
https://www.thoughtco.com/washington-and-jefferson-college-admissions-788208
https://www.thoughtco.com/washington-and-lee-gpa-sat-act-786765
https://www.thoughtco.com/washington-college-admissions-788209
https://www.thoughtco.com/washington-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786768
https://www.thoughtco.com/wayne-state-university-admissions-787264
https://www.thoughtco.com/webster-university-admissions-788212
https://www.thoughtco.com/wellesley-college-gpa-sat-and-act-786769
https://www.thoughtco.com/wells-college-admissions-788213
https://www.thoughtco.com/wentworth-institute-of-technology-admissions-788214
https://www.thoughtco.com/wesleyan-college-admissions-788215
https://www.thoughtco.com/wesleyan-university-gpa-sat-and-act-786771
https://www.thoughtco.com/west-chester-university-gpa-sat-act-786347
https://www.thoughtco.com/west-virginia-university-admissions-788220
https://www.thoughtco.com/western-connecticut-state-university-admissions-788222
https://www.thoughtco.com/western-michigan-university-admissions-787267
https://www.thoughtco.com/western-new-england-university-admissions-788224
https://www.thoughtco.com/western-state-colorado-university-admissions-788226
https://www.thoughtco.com/westminster-college-missouri-admissions-788228
https://www.thoughtco.com/westminster-college-admissions-788229
https://www.thoughtco.com/westminster-college-salt-lake-city-admissions-788230
https://www.thoughtco.com/westmont-college-admissions-788231
https://www.thoughtco.com/wheaton-college-illinois-admissions-788232
https://www.thoughtco.com/wheaton-college-admissions-788233
https://www.thoughtco.com/wheeling-jesuit-university-admissions-788234
https://www.thoughtco.com/whitman-college-admissions-788236
https://www.thoughtco.com/whittier-college-admissions-788237
https://www.thoughtco.com/whitworth-university-admissions-788238
https://www.thoughtco.com/wichita-state-university-admissions-788239
https://www.thoughtco.com/widener-university-admissions-787127
https://www.thoughtco.com/wilkes-university-admissions-787128
https://www.thoughtco.com/willamette-university-admissions-788240
https://www.thoughtco.com/william-jewell-college-admissions-788242
https://www.thoughtco.com/william-paterson-university-admissions-788243
https://www.thoughtco.com/williams-college-admissions-787269
https://www.thoughtco.com/wilson-college-admissions-788244
https://www.thoughtco.com/wisconsin-lutheran-college-profile-788248
https://www.thoughtco.com/wittenberg-university-admissions-788249
https://www.thoughtco.com/wofford-college-admissions-788250
https://www.thoughtco.com/woodbury-university-admissions-788251
https://www.thoughtco.com/wpi-admissions-788253
https://www.thoughtco.com/wright-state-university-admissions-788254
https://www.thoughtco.com/xavier-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786784
https://www.thoughtco.com/xavier-university-of-louisiana-admissions-788255
https://www.thoughtco.com/yale-university-gpa-sat-and-act-data-786786
https://www.thoughtco.com/york-college-admissions-788258
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The 150+ Colleges of the Coalition Application in 2020-2021 
(The list below was compiled on 8/1/20 – Coalition App may update its list of member colleges after 8/1/20) 

Alfred University ** 
Allegheny College 
American University 
Amherst College 
Arcadia University ** 
Arizona State University 
Austin College 
Babson College 
Barnard College 
Bates College 
Binghamton University 
Birmingham-Southern College ** 
Boston University 
Bowdoin College 
Bryn Mawr College 
Bucknell University 
California Institute of Technology 
Carleton College 
Case Western Reserve University 
Christopher Newport University 
Claremont McKenna College 
Clemson University 
Colby College 
Colgate University 
College of the Holy Cross 
The College of New Jersey 
The College of Wooster 
Colorado College 
Columbia University 
Cornell College 
Davidson College 
Denison University 
Drew University 
Drexel University 
Duke University 
Elon University 
Emory University 
Florida Southern College 
Florida State University 
Franklin and Marshall College 
Furman University 
Hamilton College 
Harvard University 
Harvey Mudd College 
Haverford College 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges ** 
Illinois State University 
Indiana University-Bloomington 
James Madison University 
Johns Hopkins University 
Juniata College 

Kenyon College 
Knox College 
La Salle University 
Lehigh University 
Loyola Marymount University 
Lycoming College 
Manhattan College 
Marist College 
Maryville University of Saint Louis 
Mercyhurst University 
Miami University - Ohio 
Michigan State University 
Middlebury College 
Mississippi State University 
Mount Holyoke College 
New England Conservatory of Music 
North Carolina State University 
North Central College 
Northeastern University 
Northwestern University 
Oberlin College 
Olin College of Engineering 
Penn State 
Pomona College 
Presbyterian College 
Princeton University 
Ramapo College of New Jersey 
Reed College 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Rice University 
Robert Morris University ** 
Rollins College 
Rutgers University - Camden 
Rutgers University - New Brunswick 
Rutgers University-Newark 
Saint Michael's College 
Skidmore College 
Smith College 
Southern Methodist University 
Southernwestern University 
St John's College 
St. Mary's College of Maryland ** 
St. Mary's University ** 
St. Olaf College 
Stanford University 
Stony Brook University 
Swarthmore College 
Texas A&M University 
Texas Christian University  
Texas State University 
Trinity University 

Tufts University 
Union College 
University at Buffalo - State Univ of NY 
University of Arizona 
University of Chicago 
University of Connecticut 
University of Dayton 
University of Delaware 
University of Florida 
University of Georgia - Athens 
University of Illinois 
University of Iowa 
University of Kentucky 
University of Maryland – College Park  
University of Massachusetts - Lowell ** 
University of Michigan 
University of Missouri ** 
University of Montana 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
University of New England 
University of New Hampshire 
The University of New Mexico 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Oklahoma 
University of Oregon 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Pittsburgh 
University of Richmond 
University of Rochester 
University of South Carolina 
University of South Florida 
The University of Tampa 
The University of Texas at Austin 
University of Texas Dallas 
University of Vermont 
University of Washington, Bothell * 
University of Washington, Seattle * 
Ursinus College 
Vanderbilt University 
Vassar College 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State Univ 
Wake Forest University 
Washington University in St. Louis 
Wellesley College 
Wesleyan University 
College of William and Mary 
Williams College 
Yale University 

 
 

* Coalition-exclusive university: Accepts only the Coalition Application
** Member colleges that don’t mention the Coalition Application on their website 

https://www.alfred.edu/admissions/undergraduate/index.cfm
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/allegheny
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/american
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/amherst
https://www.arcadia.edu/admissions/undergraduate
https://students.asu.edu/apply
https://austincollege.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/babson
https://www.barnard.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/bates
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/binghamton
https://www.bsc.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/bu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/bowdoin
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/brynmawr
https://www.bucknell.edu/admissions
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/caltech
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/carleton
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/case
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/cnu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/cmc
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/clemson
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/colby
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/colgate
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/holycross
http://admissions.tcnj.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/wooster
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/coloradocollege
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/columbia
https://www.cornellcollege.edu/admissions/apply-to-cornell/index.shtml
http://www.davidson.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/denison
http://www.drew.edu/declareyourself/#toptop
https://drexel.edu/admissions/overview/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/duke
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/elon
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/emory
https://www.flsouthern.edu/undergraduate/admissions.aspx
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/fsu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/fandm
https://www.furman.edu/admissions-aid/?utm_source=coalitionforcollege
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/hamilton
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/harvard
https://www.hmc.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/haverford
https://www2.hws.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/illinoisstate
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/iu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/jmu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/jhu
http://www.juniata.edu/admission/
http://www.kenyon.edu/admissions-aid/
https://www.knox.edu/admission
https://www.lasalle.edu/
https://www1.lehigh.edu/admissions/undergrad
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/lmu
https://www.lycoming.edu/admissions/apply/
https://manhattan.edu/admissions/index.php
http://www.marist.edu/admission/
https://www.maryville.edu/admissions
https://www.mercyhurst.edu/admissions-aid/undergraduate-admissions
http://www.miamioh.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/msu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/middlebury
https://www.admissions.msstate.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/mtholyoke
https://necmusic.edu/apply
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/ncsu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/northcentralcollege
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/northeastern
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/northwestern
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/oberlin
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/olin
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/psu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/pomona
https://www.presby.edu/admissions
https://admission.princeton.edu/
http://www.ramapo.edu/admissions/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/reed
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/rpi
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/rice
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/Robert%20Morris%20University
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/rollins
https://www.camden.rutgers.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/rutgers
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/newark.rutgers
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/smcvt
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/skidmore
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/smith
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/smu
https://www.southwestern.edu/admission/apply/
https://www.sjc.edu/
http://www.smcm.edu/admissions/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/stmarytx
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/stolaf
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/stanford
http://www.stonybrook.edu/undergraduate-admissions/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/swarthmore
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/tamu
https://www.tcu.edu/
https://www.admissions.txstate.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/trinity
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/tufts
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/union
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/buffalo
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/arizona
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/uchicago
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/uconn
https://www.udayton.edu/apply/index.php
http://www.udel.edu/apply/undergraduate-admissions/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/ufl
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/uga
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/illinois
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/uiowa
http://www.uky.edu/Admission/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/maryland
https://www.uml.edu/admissions-aid/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/umich
https://admissions.missouri.edu/
http://admissions.umt.edu/admissions/default.php
https://admissions.unl.edu/apply/
https://www.une.edu/admissions
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/unh
http://www.unm.edu/apply/
http://admissions.unc.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/nd
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/ou
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/uoregon
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/upenn
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/pitt
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/richmond
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/rochester
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/sc
https://www.usf.edu/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/ut
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/utexas
https://www.utdallas.edu/admissions/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/uvm
http://www.uwb.edu/admissions
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/washington
https://www.ursinus.edu/admission/
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/vanderbilt
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/vassar
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/vt
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/wfu
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/wustl
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/wellesley
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/wesleyan
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/wm
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/williams
https://www.mycoalition.org/public/info/yale


College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

 SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
91 

 

 

SAT  

Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 
  

SAT  
Test Date 

Registration  
Deadline 

Late  
Deadline 

Online  
Score Release 

August 29, 2020 July 31, 2020 August 18, 2020 September 21, 2020 

September 26, 2020 August 26, 2020 September 15, 2020 October 9, 2020 

October 3, 2020 September 4, 2020 September 22, 2020 October 16, 2020 

November 7, 2020 October 7, 2020 October 27, 2020 November 20, 2020 

December 5, 2020 November 5, 2020 November 24, 2020 December 18, 2020 

March 13, 2021 February 12, 2021 March 2, 2021 March 26, 2021 

May 8, 2021 April 8, 2021 April 27, 2021 May 21, 2021 

June 5, 2021 May 6, 2021 May 26, 2021 July 14, 2021 

 

*The Question and Answer Service for the SAT is available in Oct, Mar, and May; 
For Sunday testing, the Question and Answer Service is available only in May. 

 
 

WAITLIST Testing – register up until 5 days before the test 
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ACT  

Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 
  

 

ACT  
Test Date 

Registration 
Deadline 

Late  
Deadline 

Score 
Release Date 

Sept 12, 2020 
Sept 13, 2020 
Sept 19, 2020 

Aug 14, 2020 Aug 28, 2020 

Scores are released 
starting ~10 days after 

the test date 

Oct 10, 2020 
Oct 17, 2020 
Oct 24, 2020 
Oct 25, 2020 

Sept 17, 2020 Sept 25, 2020 

Dec 12, 2020 Nov 6, 2020 Nov 20, 2020 

Feb 6, 2021 Jan 8, 2021 Jan 15, 2021 

Apr 17, 2021 Mar 12, 2021 Mar 26, 2021 

June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021 May 21, 2021 

Jul 18, 2020 Jun 18, 2020 Jun 25, 2020 

 

* The Test Information Release is available in Dec, Apr, and Jun 
For Sunday testing, the Test Information Release is available only in Apr 

 

WAITLIST Testing – register up until 8 days before the test 
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SAT / ACT Essay Required or Recommended 
  

These lists were compiled on July 29, 2020 
Because colleges can change their admission testing requirements during the school year,  

it’s important that you double-check these requirements with each college to which you are applying. 

 
S A T / A C T  E s s a y  R E C O M M E N D E D  

 Abilene Christian University (TX)  

 Augsburg College (MN) 1  

 College of Charleston (SC) 2  
 Michigan State University 2 

 Montana State University 2, 5   

 Saint Anselm College (NH) 1 
 Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 5  

 University of Montana 2 

 

S A T / A C T  E s s a y  R E Q U I R E D  

 Berry College (GA) 3 

 Martin Luther College (MN) 3 

 Rhode Island College 3 
 Soka University of America (CA) 

 United States Military Academy (NY)  

 University of British Columbia 3 
 University of Evansville (IN) 1 

 University of Mary Hardin Baylor (TX) 5 

 University of Montana Western 4 
 University of Toronto (ON) 

 VanderCook College of Music (IL)

 
With special thanks to my friend/colleague, Cigus Vanni, The College Fairy,  

who researched and compiled these lists 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 test-optional 
2 test-optional for 2020-21 
3 require for ACT, neither require nor recommend for SAT 
4 require for ACT, recommend for SAT  
5 used for placement, not for admission  
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SAT Subject Tests Required 
  

These lists were compiled on August 14, 2020 
Because colleges can change their admission testing requirements during the school year,  

it’s important that you double-check these requirements with each college to which you are applying. 
Additionally, some policies are temporary – as a result of Covid-19’s impact on standardized testing. 

 

International applicants, homeschoolers and other candidates with special circumstances  
may have different requirements at these universities.  

 

 

REQUIRED FOR ALL APPLICANTS 

The following schools require Subject Tests from 
all applicants, regardless of what other 
standardized testing results are shared: 

 University of Puerto Rico Bayamon & Mayaguez 
(may take Prueba de Aptitud Academica [in 
Spanish] in lieu of both SAT and Subject Tests) 

 
The following schools require Subject Tests from 
all applicants from the United States, unless the 
student selects to “substitute” AP or IB exam 
results for the corresponding Subject Test: 

 University of Toronto (ON) 

 L’ecole Hoteliere de Lausanne (Switzerland) 

 King’s College of London (United Kingdom) 
 
The following school requires Subject Tests from 
all applicants from the United States if they 
submit an SAT but NOT if they submit an ACT: 

 McGill University (PQ)  

REQUIRED FOR SOME APPLICANTS 

The following school requires Subject Tests from 
some applicants, regardless of what additional 
standardized testing is submitted: 

 Northwestern University (IL) – three required 
for students applying to Integrated Science 
Program (Math 2, Physics, Chemistry—not 
Biology)—will also consider AP, IB or college 
courses to fulfill requirement; Honors Program 
in Medical Education requirements under 
consideration and to be released at end of 
summer (two required in previous years) 

 

 
 
 
International applicants, homeschoolers and other candidates with special circumstances (such as those applying to 
accelerated undergrad/grad programs, for example) may have different requirements at these universities. It is prudent 
in all cases to check with the individual college about policies regarding Subject Tests 
 
 

With special thanks to my friend and colleague, Cigus Vanni, The College Fairy 
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SAT Subject Tests Recommended 
  

These lists were compiled on Aug 14, 2020 
Because colleges can change their admission testing requirements during the school year,  

it’s important that you double-check these requirements with each college to which you are applying. 
Additionally, some policies are temporary – as a result of Covid-19’s impact on standardized testing. 

 

International applicants, homeschoolers and other candidates with special circumstances  
may have different requirements at these universities. 

 
NOT included are schools such as Brown, Dartmouth, or Duke,  

in which submission is "optional" or where submitted results may be "considered."   
 

RECOMMENDED FOR ALL APPLICANTS 

 Clarkson University (NY) 

 Georgetown University (DC) (“does not require, 
but recommends submission of three subject 
tests… candidates may submit SAT Subject test 
scores or Advanced Placement (AP) test scores or 
a combination of them.   Scores are considered 
official if they are received directly from the 
College Board or as part of your high school 
record.”) 

 Harvard University (MA) (except “if the cost of 
taking the tests represents a financial hardship or 
if you prefer to have your application considered 
without them”) 

 Lehigh University (PA) 

 Webb Institute of Naval Architecture (NY) 

RECOMMENDED FOR SOME APPLICANTS 

 Princeton University (NJ) – engineering 
applicants 

 University of California – “…these are 
recommendations, not mandates. You will not 
be penalized for failing to take the SAT Subject 
Tests. On the other hand, submission of these 
test scores (just like submission of AP and/or IB 
scores) may add positively to the review of your 
application.” − recommendations vary by 
university: UC SAT Subject Test requirements  
 Berkeley – College of Chemistry and College of 

Engineering applicants: Math 2 & science 
exam “closely related to the applicant’s 
intended major” 

 San Diego – Jacobs School of Engineering as 
well as biological sciences & physical 
sciences majors: same as above for Berkeley 

 University of the Pacific (CA) – engineering, 
physical science, life sciences, engineering, 
mathematics, pre-medical, pre-dental and pre-
pharmacy applicants  

 
 

With special thanks to my friend and colleague, Cigus Vanni, The College Fairy 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/exam-requirement/sat-subject-tests.html
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Worksheets  

for  

Your Activity Résumé  
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Activity &  
Leadership Role 

Year 
Weeks/ 

Year 

Hours 
/ 

Week 
Description 

9 
1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

Extracurricular Activities & Community Service 

        

        

        

        

        



College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
98 

Activity &  
Leadership Role 

Year 
Weeks/ 

Year 

Hours 
/ 

Week 
Description 

9 
1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

Summer Experiences 
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Activity &  
Leadership Role 

Year 
Weeks/ 

Year 

Hours 
/ 

Week 
Description 

9 
1
0 

1
1 

1
2 

Work & Internship Experiences 

        

        

        

        

        



College Admissions Handbook for Score Academy Students 

 

SCORE ACADEMY 
Boca Raton  ●  Palm Beach Gardens    Wellington    Coral Springs    Weston 

 
100 

Hobbies & Interests 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honors & Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


